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Program Modification
Addition of one year option to the Master of Arts in Teaching

Classification
Master of Arts in Teaching

Name of Program(s) to be Modified
Master of Arts in Teaching degree in Art (P-12), Biology (7-12), English (7-12),
French (P-12), Mathematics (7-12), Social Studies (7-12), and Spanish (P-12),

Academic Unit
College of Education: Department of Counseling, Leadership and Educational Studies

Designation, type, and level of degree
Master of Arts in Teaching degree in Art (P-12), Biology (7-12), English (7-12), French (P-
12), Mathematics (7-12), Social Studies (7-12), and Spanish (P-12), Graduate Level

Proposed Date of Implementation
Summer 2011
CIP Code
Master of Arts in Teaching degree in Art (P-12) - 131206, Biology (7-12)- 131205, English
(7-12) - 131205, French (P-12)- 131205, Mathematics (7-12)- 131205, Social Studies (7-12)-
131205, and Spanish (P-12)- 131205
Identification of Program
Modification of MAT Program
Site
Winthrop University
Palmetto Fellows and Life Scholarship Awards
The program is at the graduate level and, thus, does not qualify for the above awards.
Delivery Mode
Most courses in the program will utilize a blend of traditional instruction as well as on-
line instruction. In general less than 15% of the content of each course will utilize on-line
instruction.

This program modification will establish two paths to complete the listed MAT programs. The
original option is for persons who are not recent graduates or who are changing career paths.
The new path will be for students completing a BA or BS degree in the subject area field who
are now interested in becoming a teacher. The new path will focus on the core education
courses and expect the student to be proficient in the subject area content as evidenced by
the successful passage of the appropriate PRAXIS Il subject examination prior to admission
into the program.

Justification
Program Purpose

The purpose of the Master of Arts in Teaching Fifth Year Option (MAT5) is to recruit more
students directly out of their baccalaureate programs and prepare them as fully certified



classroom teachers to successfully work with P-12 students. Graduates of this program will
meet South Carolina course requirements for certification as a teacher in one of the following
certification areas: art (P-12), biology (7-12), English (7-12), French (P-12), math (7-12), social
studies (7-12), or Spanish (P-12).

Statement of Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of the program is to prepare highly qualified teachers to meet the needs of the
school districts in the Carolinas. Although school district budget cuts have reduced teacher
hiring during the past two years, many school districts—especially those in urban or rural
settings—are unable to fill positions in certain high-needs subject areas, such as secondary math
and science. The Fifth Year MAT (MATS5) programs are designed to recruit recent graduates of
baccalaureate programs with majors in art, biology, English, French, math, social studies
(history, political science, sociology, for example), or Spanish to complete requirements for a
master’s degree and initial teacher certification within a fifth year timeframe (summer, fall,
spring). Objectives of the program are consistent with our current MAT programs and are listed
below.

1. To prepare professionals who are committed to the betterment of society through a
lifelong quest for excellence in leadership, stewardship, collaboration, and innovation.

2. To develop professionals who use a variety of assessment tools and practices to plan
and evaluate effective instruction.

3. To develop professionals who create classrooms based on research and best practice.

4. To develop professionals who view professional development as a life-long
commitment.

Need and Rationale

This program is designed to meet the needs of the school districts in the Carolinas —especially
those in urban or rural settings—which are unable to fill positions in high-needs subject areas,
such as secondary math and science. According to the Title Il Higher Education Act, institutions
of higher education that conduct traditional or alternative routes to state certification and that
enroll students who receive federal assistance under the Higher Education Act, must set annual
guantifiable goals for increasing the number of prospective teachers training in teacher shortage
areas designated by the US Department of Education Secretary or by the state educational
agency (SC Department of Education ), including mathematics and science fields. The MAT5
program is a primary recruitment strategy that Winthrop wishes to employ in order to produce
more teachers in these secondary and P-12 fields. The program will provide an attractive
opportunity for students who are majoring in the specified content fields and have current
content preparation to continue on for an additional year and acquire teaching certification.



Centrality of the Program Modification to the Mission of the University

The mission of Winthrop University, as a four-year college within the state, is consistent with
that proposed by the state legislature—to focus on economic development and life-long
learning. In conjunction with this mission, Winthrop University offers both graduate and
undergraduate degrees, including the Master of Arts in Teaching which leads to further
opportunities in employment and continuing professional development. Furthermore, the
mission of Winthrop University states that, “The University provides personalized and
challenging undergraduate, graduate and continuing professional education programs of
national caliber within a context dedicated to public service.” This program modification falls
within this framework.

Faculty advisors in Winthrop’s College of Arts and Sciences and College of Visual and Performing
Arts will actively collaborate with faculty advisors and staff in the College of Education to recruit
Winthrop seniors and recent graduates from other universities into this program. An intensive
one year program of study (summer, fall, spring) will be an attractive option. This program will
entice B.A,, B.F.A,, and B.S. majors in content fields to complete a graduate degree while also
earning their teaching credentials. Of particular interest in our recruitment efforts are science
and math majors. For example, Winthrop graduated approximately 80 biology and chemistry
majors in 2009-10, but typically only three of four of those majors are licensed by the SC
Department of Education each year. We expect to enroll 18 recent graduates into the first
cohort of the MATS5 program and continue to enroll a cohort of approximately 20-22 each
summer thereafter. These MATS5 cohort students will be in addition to the current standard
MAT program cohorts. We expect to graduate no fewer than 15 new secondary/P-12 teachers
each year.

Other colleges in South Carolina besides Winthrop University have MAT programs: Bob Jones
University, Clemson University, College of Charleston, Converse College, Coastal Carolina
University, South Carolina State, and the University of South Carolina. However, only two
institutions appear to have programs that are designed as fifth year options. Those are:

e The University of South Carolina. USC offers both a Master of Teaching (M.T.) and
Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) program. The M.T. program is most closely aligned
with Winthrop’s proposed program as a fifth year option. The U.S.C. program is
available to English, mathematics, and other approved majors in science or social
studies and requires a minimum of 39 semester hours within a 5" year program of
study; however, a 12 semester hour education core must be completed prior to entry
into the program.

e Clemson University. Clemson offers M.A.T. programs in secondary science and
secondary mathematics that require a minimum of 38 semester hours to be completed
in 13 months. This program is offered specifically in the Greenville area, according to
the institution’s website.

The conceptual framework that guides teacher preparation at Winthrop University will also
guide the curriculum for the MAT5 program option. The overarching theme of this framework,
Teacher as Educational Leader, is organized by six related concepts: Instruction, Subject Area
Competency, Learners, Society, Curriculum, and Scholarship. Program content, field work, and
key assessment for the MAT5 will follow this framework ensuring that this program will align
with the mission of the College of Education in preparing educators for work in schools.
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Enrollment

The MATS will enroll new students as illustrated in Table 1. We estimate a total of 18 students
in the first year of the program and a gradual increase to 20 students in 2013 and beyond. Table
2 identifies the total number of MAT students we expect to enroll in both the traditional and
new MAT options.

Table 1 — New MATS5 Enrollment

Summer Fall Spring

Headcount | Credit Headcount | Credit Headcount | Credit

Hours Hours Hours
2011-12 | 18 216 18 216 18 162
2012-13 | 18 216 18 216 18 162
2013-14 | 20 240 20 240 20 180
2014-15 | 20 240 20 240 20 180
2015-16 | 20 240 20 240 20 180

Table 2 — Total MAT Enrollment

Summer Fall Spring

Headcount | Credit Headcount | Credit Headcount | Credit

Hours Hours Hours
2011-12 | 53 531 53 531 53 477
2012-13 | 53 531 53 531 53 477
2013-14 | 55 555 55 555 55 495
2014-15 | 55 555 55 555 55 495
2015-16 | 55 555 55 555 55 495

CURRICULUM

Winthrop’s MATS5 will require 33 semester hours over a three semester period (summer, fall,
spring), will meet all state and national SPA requirements, and will provide excellent field-based
learning opportunities. This program, unlike our current MAT, will not require additional
coursework in the content area since the students will be recent graduates with a major in the
content field; moreover, applicants will be required to pass the appropriate Praxis Il
examination(s) prior to admission.

Winthrop currently offers two Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program options designed for
individuals who hold a bachelor’s degree and wish to acquire teacher licensure. One program
prepares students to be Early Childhood Education teachers. The other is a 45-hour program
designed primarily for career-changers who wish to obtain a master’s degree and initial teaching
certification in one of the following secondary or P-12 fields: art, biology, English, French,
mathematics, music, physical education, social studies, or Spanish. A transcript evaluation is
completed prior to admission and applicants who enter this program often must complete



additional prerequisite coursework to ensure adequate content knowledge for the grade levels
they will teach. Since many of these students enter the program years after completing their
undergraduate programs, we also require them to complete a minimum of 12 semester hours of
graduate coursework in their respective content area. The proposed Fifth Year MAT program
differs from the current MAT Program in that it is designed specifically for B.S., B.F.A., and B.A.
graduates who recently completed their majors in a field directly related to one of the following
certification areas: art, biology, English, French, math, social studies, or Spanish. Since these
students will have current content knowledge in the content field, we will require them to pass
the applicable Praxis Il content examination(s) prior to admission to the MAT5. With this
assurance of their competency and currency in the content, the program will not require
additional content courses as required in our current MAT program. The required program of
study for the traditional MAT program and the MATS option is outlined here.

Course Title of Course Traditional | MATS
MAT
Professional
Core Courses
EDUC 600 Teaching in a Democracy 3 3
EDUC 601 Psychology Applied to Teaching 3 3
EDUC 602 Technology for the 21* Century Class 2 2
EDUC 605 Educational Assessment 3 3
EDUC 660 Effective Teaching Strategies 3 3
READ 645 Teaching Content Area Reading 3 3
EDUC 610 Teaching Exceptional Learners 3 3
EDUC 690 School Internship 8 8
EDUC 695 Capstone 1 1
AREA 500-600 Level Content Courses 12 0
AREA 500-600 Level Teaching Methods 3 3
AREA 500-600 Level Field Experience 1 1
Total Credit Hours 45 33

Similarities and Differences between the Traditional MAT Program and the MAT5

Applicants to both programs must pass a writing sample, have successfully completed
required undergraduate courses in the content subject, and pass a standardized test for
entrance into the program. The standardized test requirement is different for each program.
Traditional MAT applicants must take the GRE and MATS5 applicants must take the content area
Praxis examination(s).

The MATS requires a student to have a 2.75 GPA and have completed the
undergraduate degree within one year of beginning the MAT5 program. More specifically,
since the MATS5 program option will incorporate a cohort model and only admit students in the



summer terms, MATS5 students may enter the program no later than the second summer after
graduation from their baccalaureate program. Applicants to the Traditional MAT do not have to
meet the 2.75 GPA requirement but are required to meet combined GRE/GPA criteria below.

Applicants to the Traditional MAT must complete the GRE exam with a minimum of 400
on Verbal and 400 on Quantitative sections. Additionally, the applicant must present an
Admissions Index Score of eight (8) based on the total GRE score and undergraduate GPA as
outlined in the following tables.

GRE SCORE DERIVED SCORE

1500-1590
1400-1490
1300-1390
1200-1290
1100-1190
1000-1090
900-990
850-890
800-840
Below 800

O L, N WS OOl O 0O

Use the following tables to determine the derived score for the undergraduate GPA. If the undergraduate degree was
conferred five or fewer years ago, use the derived score in Table 1. If the undergraduate degree was received more five
years ago, Table 2 should be used.

Derived Score for GPA

Table 1 Table 2
Five years ago or less More than five years ago
3.5 or above 9 3.250rabove 9
3.0-3.49 8 2.75-324 8
2.85-2.99 7 2.60-2.74 7
2.75-2.84 6 250-259 6
2.60-2.74 5 2.35-249 5
2.40-2.59 4 2.15-2.34 4
2.15-2.39 3 2.10-2.14 3
2.10-2.14 2 2.00-2.09 2
Less than 2.10 0 Lessthan2.0 O

The "a" derived score plus the "b" derived score equals the Index Score.

Transfer articulation

Students from other institutions can transfer into this program following Winthrop’s
graduate transfer policies. Students who completed undergraduate degrees in the subject area
fields will be able to apply for admission as well.



Assessment

The MAT program embeds key assignments related to state and national standards in all
courses. Sample assessments are found in the appendix. The MAT Program has a clear
assessment plan and that same plan will be used for the MATS5. Figure 1 on the next page
provides an overview of the design of the system. As Figure 1 displays, the MAT Conceptual
Framework, Specialized Professional Association (SPA), and state standards are the drivers for
the expected competencies for candidates at Winthrop University. These competencies were
determined in collaboration with the professional community. Candidate competence on each
outcome is assessed at multiple points across the program by key work samples (artifacts). Each
candidate’s score on each artifact is stored in the Unit Assessment System Access database in
LiveText. The scores are collected at the end of each semester from the instructors of the
courses. The data are aggregated to produce a candidate profile. This profile is reviewed by
faculty in the program at least yearly. In addition, the data have been aggregated across
candidates and are examined over time. These aggregated scores are used for program and unit
improvement.

Figure 1
Unit Assessment Plan
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Faculty

No new faculty will be required for this program modification. A list of faculty that will be
teaching in the program is attached.

Tenure-track faculty members receive three credit hours reassigned to scholarship per year. All
tenure-track faculty members can apply for institutional funds to support faculty development
(i.e., travel to make scholarly presentations) and scholarship (research, curriculum projects,
etc.). In addition, supplemental departmental funds are available to support faculty members’
research, travel, and curriculum needs, and the department has been generous with its
contributions in the past several years. There are no changes in the administration and
faculty/staff support due to the offering of the MATS5 program.

Physical Plant

The program will not require any additional space or physical plant accommodations by
Winthrop University.

Equipment
No new equipment will be required.
Library Resources

The program will not require any new library resources.

Accreditation, Approval, Licensure, or Certification

All teacher preparation programs at Winthrop University, including the MAT program, are
approved by NCATE, the affiliated Specialty Professional Associations, the Commission on
Higher Education, and the SC Department of Education. Our current MAT students routinely
meet certification standards, and this program option will continue that tradition. The pedagogy
and methods courses, field experiences and internships for the MAT5 option are the same as
those in our existing MAT program. Depending on the undergraduate major of the student,
completion of this program will lead to certification in one of the following teaching fields:
Secondary Education - biology, English, math, and socials studies; K-12 Education - art, Spanish
or French.

Estimated New Costs

There will be no special state appropriations required for this program. There will be small
student recruitment costs associated for the implementation of this MAT5 program option. We
estimate those costs to be $750 each year for the first three years of implementation of the
program. We currently have sufficient faculty, facilities, and other resources (instructional,
library, technology) to initiate a new cohort of 20-25 MATS5 students on a yearly basis. In Fall
2009, Winthrop University was awarded a $7.5 million United Stated Department of Education
Teacher Quality Partnership Grant (NetSCOPE) that has led to the development of a new



University-School Partnership Network that currently involves 22 schools (Professional
Development Schools and networked Partner Schools) in nine school districts in the region. The
NetSCOPE grant and the new Partnership Network will provide high-quality field-based
opportunities and the engagement of a cadre of well-trained Mentor Teachers to support this
program in a sustained manner. The current budget of the College of Education can support this
program. Table E describes costs to the institution and sources of financing.
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Table E - Costs to the Institution and Sources of Financing

ESTIMATED COSTS BY YEAR

CATEGORY 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th TOTALS
Program Administration 28,898 28,898 28,898 28,898 28,898 144,490
Faculty Salaries 58,988 58,988 58,988 58,988 58,988 294,940
Graduate Assistants 4,589 4,589 4,589 4,589 4,589 22,945
Clerical/Support Personnel 5,606 5,606 5,606 5,606 5,606 28,030
Supplies and Materials 2,000 2,000 2,200 2,200 2,200 10,600
Library Resources 500 500 500 500 500 2,500
Equipment 500 500 500 500 500 2,500
Facilities 0] 0 0 0 0] 0
Sl}geerrv(l's‘?gr?g‘;yg t_r;\r/‘;fmsmp 2500 | 2500 || 3000 || 3000 | 3,000 14,000
TOTALS 103,581 103,581 103,581 103,581 103,581 520,005

SOURCES OF FINANCING BY YEAR

Tuition Funding 505,000 || 505,000 || 526,000 |[ 526,000 || 526,000 || 2,588,000

Program-Specific Fees 3,600 3,600 3,800 3,800 3,800 18,600

State Funding

Reallocation of Existing Funds*

Federal Funding

Other Funding (Specify) 5,000 5,000 5,000 0 0 7,500
NetSCOPE Teacher Quality
Partnership Grant (recruitment,
internship, placement)

TOTALS 513,600 || 513,600 || 534,800 || 529,800 || 529,800 2,614,100
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Institutional Approval

Approved by the Center for Pedagogy on October 15, 2009

Approved by the College of Education Curriculum Committee January 6, 2010
Approved by the College of Education Faculty Assembly on January 19, 2010
Approved by the Dean of the College of Education on January 20, 2010

Approved by the Teacher Education Committee on March 11, 2010

Approved by the Winthrop University Graduate Council on April 12, 2010

Approved by the Winthrop University Graduate Assembly on April 23, 2010
Approved by Winthrop University Vice President for Academic Affairs on May 1, 2010
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