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The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.  Dr. Morrison introduced and welcomed Dr. Conrad Festa as the new Executive Director of the Commission on Higher Education.  Dr. Festa thanked Dr. Morrison and stated that he shared with the members of ACAP an intense interest in the health of the academic enterprise in South Carolina’s institutions of higher education.  Admitting that it is an ambitious and difficult project, Dr. Festa said that a chief challenge before the academic community in South Carolina and the country currently is to show that it can and does measure what has been learned by students during their higher education experience.  Even in difficult financial times, he said, it is highly important that this enterprise be carried out successfully by academic practitioners.  Dr. Morrison thanked Dr. Festa for his comments and introduced Dr. Margaret Miller to give a presentation on the topic of measurement of higher education learning outcomes.    
1.
Presentation on Measuring Up Project


Dr. Miller, Project Director of “Measuring Up,” an enterprise of the National Forum on College-Level Learning, thanked Dr. Morrison for her introduction and proceeded to describe the pilot project in which South Carolina and four other states are participating.  For those present she outlined the project and described the kinds of data that will be collected for  developing measures on college-level learning in support of the “Measuring Up” national report card.  (A copy of her slide presentation is attached to these minutes.)
2.
Consideration of Minutes of July 15, 2003 


Dr. Morrison requested that the Minutes of July 15, 2003, be reviewed and either modified or approved as distributed.  A request by Dr. Fore for corrections appearing on pages 7 and 8 of the distributed draft was ordered without objection.    There being no further changes to be considered, approval of the corrected draft was moved (Fore) and seconded (Chapman), and the Committee voted unanimously to accept the Minutes of July 15, 2003, as corrected.

3.
Consideration of Program Planning Summaries 
a. A.H.S., Emergency Medical Technology, Horry-Georgetown Tech (new) 

Dr. Fore introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Fore) and seconded (Barton).  Dr. Fore stated that Emergency Medical Technology is the fastest growing Allied Health Field. She stated that most students would prefer to earn a degree instead of only seeking certification.   In the next three years, 188 new full-time positions and 201 new part-time positions will be available in this field.  Dr. Fore stated that the average salary for this field is $25, 530.   She stated that Greenville Technical College offers the only existing Emergency Medical Technology program of study and that Dr. John Boyd, chair of the department, was available to answer any questions about the program.  In response to Dr. Morrison’s question concerning whether the enrollments in this program at Greenville had met expectations, Dr. Boyd answered affirmatively.  Since there was no further discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to accept the planning summary for Horry-Georgetown Technical College to develop a program leading to A.H.S. degree in Emergency Medical Technology, to be implemented in Fall 2004. 

b. A.I.T., Building Construction Technology, Midlands Tech (new)

Dr. Cox introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Cox) and seconded (Jackson).  Dr. Cox stated that this program will provide degrees for skilled construction workers and that there is a demand in the construction industry for an associate degree in this field.  The program will be aligned with national standards.  Dr. Jackson said Clemson is supportive of this program proposal, because students would have a good opportunity to transfer to Clemson upon completion of this degree program.  With no further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for Midlands Technical College to develop a program leading to the A.I.T. degree in Building Construction to be implemented in Fall 2004. 

c.
A.I.T., Industrial Maintenance Technology, York Tech (new)
Dr. Cox introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Cox) and seconded (Avery).  Dr. Cox stated that there is an increased demand for this kind of program in the College’s service area and that the program can be initiated at low cost. As a correction to Item 8 of the proposal summary, Dr. Summers stated that Greenville Technical College has  a Robotics emphasis in its Industrial Mainteance Technology degree program. With no further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for York Technical College to develop a program leading to the A.I.T. degree in Industrial Maintenance Technology to be implemented in Fall 2005. 

d.
A.P.S., Early Care and Education, Midlands Tech (new)

Dr. Cox introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Cox) and seconded (Ozment).  Dr. Cox stated that Midlands Tech wishes to add this program based on area demand for Early Care and Education.  Dr. Morrison asked if the general education courses for the proposed program will be transferable to a four-year cognate program.  Ms. Rawls responded that the program will offer options for completion of the general education portion of the program, but that those students intending to transfer to a four-year program upon completion of the A.P.S. in Early Care and Education will be advised to take transferable general education courses suitable for fulfilling general education requirements in a baccalaureate degree program.  With no further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for Midlands Technical College to develop a program leading to the A.P.S. degree in Early Care and Education to be implemented Spring 2005. 
e. 
B.A., History, USC-Beaufort (new)


Dr. Barton introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Barton) and seconded (Chapman).  Dr. Barton summarized USC-Beaufort’s transformation into a four-year institution, reiterating that USC-Beaufort has already obtained Commission approval to offer six baccalaureate degree programs.  He also stated that the citizens of Beaufort raised $50 million in a special tax district to provide the necessary resource base to offer these programs.  He said that the proposed B.A. in History degree program is a typical baccalaureate degree in the field.  Dr. Jorgens said that the planning summary indicated incorrectly that the proposed history degree at USC-Beaufort would be the first of this type in the Lowcountry, whereas in reality the College of Charleston, which was a Lowcountry institution, has had a History degree program for many years.  Dr. Barton replied that the purpose of the sentence was to demonstrate that it is a three-hour roundtrip from USC-Beaufort to the College of Charleston area and that is why it stated no other program exists in the immediate area.  Dr. Rogers stated that in several parts of the planning summary, “English” is referenced instead of “History.”  Dr. Barton said that the mistakes will be corrected.  Dr. Morrison stated that the amount of money for the library is not clear.  Dr. Barton stated that library funds for all four-year programs have been set aside.  Dr. Morrison stated that whether or not USC-Beaufort intends to continue the emphasis in  history in the Liberal Arts program should be answered in the full proposals (as for other proposed new programs below).  Dr. Kelley asked how many new history faculty members will be hired; the response was three new faculty.    Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in History to be implemented in Fall 2004.
f. 
B.A., Psychology, USC-Beaufort (new)


Dr. Barton introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Barton) and seconded (Ozment).  Dr. Barton introduced Dr. Roy Darby as Chair of the Psychology Department.  He also stated that the B.A. program in Psychology is a traditional and popular one.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology to be implemented in Fall 2004.

g. 
B.A., Spanish, USC-Beaufort (new)


Dr. Barton introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Barton) and seconded (Cox).  Dr. Barton stated that this is a program proposal with two tracks which will be the first in the state for heritage speakers of the Spanish language, thus providing a great service to our growing Hispanic population.  Dr. Jorgens stated that while she applauds USC-Beaufort’s efforts to undertake this program, the proposal requires more explanation about the curriculum.  Dr. Barton stated that more detailed information about the curriculum will be found in the final proposal.  Dr. Jackson asked if faculty will be sufficiently prepared to teach in each of the two tracks.  Dr. Barton stated that the faculty have not yet been hired and since the program will not be initiated until Fall 2004, the final proposal will indicate the skills and capabilities of the faculty who will have been hired by the time the proposal is submitted.  Dr. Morrison reminded the committee that the institutions have up to three years to submit a full proposal after the planning summary has been approved. Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish to be implemented in Fall 2004.
h. 
B.S., Biology, USC-Beaufort (new)


Dr. Barton introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Barton) and seconded (Arrington).  Dr. Barton stated that this proposal represents the first science degree at USC-Beaufort.  The program of study will have two tracks.  Dr. Barton stated that USC-Beaufort will seek to develop a more traditional biology degree that will not duplicate the existing marine science degrees at USC-Columbia, College of Charleston and Coastal Carolina.  In response to Dr. Lundquist’s stated concern that some of his colleagues commented that the program appeared to be under-funded, Dr. Barton stated that USC-Beaufort will be requesting additional federal and state funding for the degree program.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept unanimously the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in Biology to be implemented in Fall 2004.

i. 
M.S., Ph.D., Biomedical Engineering, USC-Columbia (new)


Dr. Christine Ebert requested that this program summary be tabled until further notice.  Approval was moved (Ebert) and seconded (Jackson).  Without further discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to table the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop a program leading to the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Biomedical Engineering to be implemented in Fall 2004.
j. 
Center for Optical Materials Science and Engineering Technologies, Clemson (new)


Dr. Jackson introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Jackson) and seconded (Summers).  Dr. Jackson stated that the Center, in existence since 2000, is being brought to the Commission on Higher Education at this time for approval, in order that Clemson might apply for endowed chair funding from the S.C. Research Centers of Economic Excellence.  Dr. Jackson stated that this area of the country has the most photonic materials in the world.  She also stated that currently three technical colleges are involved with this center and that Clemson envisions cooperation with all technical colleges eventually in order to provide a skilled workforce in this area of the economy throughout the state. Without further discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to accept the planning summary for Clemson to develop the Center of Optical Materials Science and Engineering Technologies to be implemented in Fall 2004.

4.
Consideration of New Program Proposals 

a. A.H.S., Emergency Medical Technology, Florence Darlington Tech. (new)

Dr. Cox introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Cox) and seconded (Chapman).  Dr. Cox stated that this will be the second E.M.T. degree at the technical colleges, the first being at Greenville Technical College.  She stated that the program is aligned with national curriculum standards which have been recently been revised and expanded.  Dr. Kelley asked if life experiences and continuing education units (C.E.U.s) would be able to be converted under this proposal into academic credit toward the degree.  Dr. Puddy responded by stating that both kinds of experiences would be convertible into academic credit toward the degree.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the program leading to the A.H.S. degree in Emergency Medical Technology at Florence Darlington Technical College to be implemented in Fall 2004.   
b. B.A., Music Education, USC-Aiken (new)

Dr. Ebert introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Ozment) and seconded (Jorgens).  Dr. Ozment stated that the program will be a collaboration between the Department of Visual and Performing Arts and Education.  She stated that one new Music Education faculty member will be hired.   She said that 12-13 students are currently interested in this program.  Dr. Jackson stated that Clemson had concerns about the ratio of enrollment in the program to costs of the program.   Dr. Ozment responded that a consultant reviewed the program regarding curriculum and other standards.  To Dr. Wiseman’s question of whether USC-Aiken offers a music degree, Dr. Ozment replied that it does.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education from USC-Aiken to be implemented in Fall 2004.
c. M.A., Criminology and Criminal Justice, USC-Columbia (modification) 

 Dr. Ebert introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Ebert) and seconded (Wiseman).  Dr. Ebert stated that this program will have a name change from the Master of Criminal Justice program to the Master of Arts degree program in Criminology and Criminal Justice.  Without discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the program leading to the Master of Arts degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice from USC-Columbia to be implemented in Fall 2004.

d.
M.S., Historic Preservation, Clemson (new)                                                                                                          

Dr. Jackson introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Jackson) and seconded (Jorgens).  Dr. Jackson stated that this program is a collaborative project between Clemson University and the College of Charleston.  The focus of the program is core architecture, materials strength, landscape art, and preservation of historically important buildings. Charleston was selected as the site for this program because of the historically important inventory of structures in the city, because Clemson already possesses a site in Charleston at the Charleston Center, and because of the unique strength of complementary resources at the College of Charleston to mount such a program.  Dr. Jackson stated that the degree program will have both strong pure research and applied science orientations.  She also stated that two additional faculty members will be hired.  The College of Charleston’s Fine Arts Department will complement Clemson’s strength in the architectural field.  Dr. Morrison asked if the program will interface with the proprietary Charleston School of the Building Arts.  To this question Dr. Jorgens replied that the School of Building Arts is currently seeking licensure to offer academic degrees and that some undergraduate students of the College of Charleston are already taking courses at the Charleston School of the Building Arts.  Without discussion, the Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the program leading to Master of Science in Historic preservation at Clemson to be implemented in Fall 2004.
 

5.
Discussion of Endorsement of Standards for Success

Dr. Morrison stated that there is a large gap between secondary school exit standards and the expectations of institutions of higher education for freshmen preparation for entry-level baccalaureate-level coursework.  Dr. Morrison commended the Standards for Success document to the membership of the ACAP for their consideration.  She said that their endorsement of this document and the standards it sets would assist high school teachers, guidance counselors, and students in planning appropriate coursework for preparation for baccalaureate studies.  She requested that at the next meeting of the ACAP a proposal for such an endorsement would be in order and would be helpful to have on the record.   

6a.
Clarifying Revisions to Guidelines for New Academic Program Approval
Dr. Morrison asked that ACAP members review the wording currently found in the Guidelines for New Academic Program Approval.  She requested that after such a review, the members submit proposed changes in wording so that the document is as clear as it might be for faculty and staff at institutions considering new or modified programs.  She requested that all such suggested changes be forwarded to her attention prior to the next meeting of ACAP so that staff could make revisions that seemed useful toward that end and present them to the group for additional comment.
6b. 
September 30 Meeting of Articulation and Dual Credit Committee

Dr. Morrison stated that although the legislative package attached to the Pathways to Prosperity Report and known as the Education and Economic Development Act did not pass in the 2003 session of the General Assembly, a task force was created to support its passage in 2004.  The task force was divided into three committees, she said, for the purpose of reviewing different issues contained in the legislative bill.  These committees and the areas they were examining are as follows:
1. Retention Committee.  This committee has focused on the better integration of middle and high school curriculum, in particular, as a model for reducing the drop-out rate in public schools.  The eventual goal is the production of a “seamless” pre-k-16 curricular integration.  This vision includes the idea of high schools working more directly with technical colleges and four-year institutions in an integrated, statewide fashion. 

2. “Dual Credit” or “Dual Enrollment” Committee.  As the name suggests, this committee has been examining the relationship of courses taught in high schools, sometimes by high school instructors, for college-level credit, and the issues involved in quality and transferability of these courses in postsecondary institutions after high school.

3. College Prerequisites Committee.  The focus of the discussions for this group has been the legislatively-proposed “career clusters” and “high school majors” as well as concerns about revising the “electives” group in the current college preparatory curriculum as approved by ACAP and the Commission on Higher Education. 

After Dr. Morrison concluded her description, several ACAP members indicated their concerns about the possibility of courses such as welding and others being substituted for academically-based courses listed as examples of electives to be taken in the currently-approved set of pre-college curriculum.

6c. 
Dual Enrollment Policy

Dr. Morrison stated that the State Technical College board has now approved its own policy on Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit, which is derived from and similar but not identical to the proposed CHE policy.  Dr. Morrison stated that the CHE draft had been sent to the State Department of Education and then to Mr. Hunter Howard, Executive Director of the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce.  She said that there was a perception by the Chamber of Commerce that the CHE draft would close the door to dual enrollment and, therefore, he asked her if she would delay work on it until after the “Pathways to Progress” committees made their reports, which she agreed to do.  

A discussion followed in which various members of the ACAP spoke.  Dr. Fore said that the State Technical Colleges academic officers have been researching Dual Enrollment/Credit policies to prepare their presidents to speak with other presidents about them.  She noted that in Florida Dual Enrollment has been legislatively mandated down to the 9th and 10th grades.  She said the Technical Colleges here have placed some quality and rigor on themselves to allow for continued standards that justify transfer of these courses to other institutions of higher education after completion of high school.  


Dr. Lundquist indicated concerns with Dual Enrollment and stated that the Foundations for the Future report by the Commission on Higher Education’s consultants has presented data that “throws a wrench” at vocationalizing our high school curriculum.  The Education Trust, too, he said, has made similar points about the value of a traditionally based pre-college academic curriculum.  

Dr. Moore questioned why, in a state that has received a “D+” grade for preparation of high school students for college, South Carolina would want to continue to vocationalize pre-college preparation for academically-oriented students.  He questioned why there is such insistence on this model when, in his view, it is not possible to duplicate the college experience of learning in a high school setting.  Dr. Cox responded that parents, legislators, and students demand this service because of its relatively inexpensive costs to all of them.


Dr. Ozment stated that it is the responsibility of the chief academic officers of the institutions to educate those who want to see more Dual Credit/Enrollment and more substitutions of elective courses in the Pre-College Curriculum that no matter how bright a 9th or 10th grade student might be there are definite age-related developmental limits to the readiness of this population to gain significantly from the intellectual material in college-level coursework.  Dr. Fore challenged this view, asking if there were any data available to show how well high school students succeed in higher level coursework in comparison to college freshmen who have taken the same entry-level college coursework on college campuses.  Dr. Cox questioned what difference there was in Advanced Placement course quality as opposed to Dual Enrollment coursework.  Several persons responded that while AP courses are nationally normed, there are no such norms for Dual Enrollment coursework.  

Dr. Jackson indicated that there is little to show that the “career clusters” model prepares students for successful college-level work.  On the other hand, she said, Clemson is prepared to deal with the Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit model.  

7.
Other 

There being no further business, Dr. Morrison adjourned the meeting at 12:35 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,

De’Nitra Brown
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