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MEMORANDUM 
To:

Members, Advisory Committee on Academic Programs

From:
Dr. Gail M. Morrison, Director of Academic Affairs and Licensing 

Proposed Policy for Awarding IB Credit

            As of this writing I have had very little formal feedback from you on the proposed IB policy.  For that reason, I have not amended the draft I sent out in July and I have attached it again for your review.

            College of Charleston has responded that it endorses development of a common policy so as to encourage more enrollment in and the establishment of more IB programs.  It indicates that it can endorse the current policy but prefers to do so conditional upon a two-year analysis of how credit awards align with student performance.  The College wonders whether a score of 5 might be more appropriate but is willing to “test” awards for scores of 4 for the next two years.   Clemson notes that it currently awards credit only for the higher level examinations and therefore does not support Recommendations 1 and 4.  Clemson notes that the standard level exams are much like end-of-course exams that are being developed for other courses in the curriculum and believes that credit awards should therefore be restricted to the higher level exams.  I am willing to change the policy to that effect. 

            Please review the proposed policy so that you can provide some additional feedback at our next meeting.

            Having said all that, I should also mention that we have had an upgrade here at CHE to our servers and that has interrupted our e-mail service on several occasions, so it is possible that I have not received feedback sent to me.  
Encl.
Consideration of International Baccalaureate Acceptance Policy
Background

According to the International Baccalaureate Organization website (www.IBO.org), the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) was established in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968.  The purpose of the organization is to promote international education and to prepare students to enter into institutions of higher education that recognize the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. The International Baccalaureate Diploma curriculum was created to encourage understanding of different cultures, languages, and points of view.  In the beginning, the International Baccalaureate diploma program existed at private high schools, but it has expanded into the realm of public high schools. In the United States, the program is seen as a way to strengthen the quality of the public education system. 


International Baccalaureate students are required to choose one offering from each of six academic subject areas, including: LanguageA1 (Student’s native language along with the study of selections of world literature from that language); Second Language (Language other than native tongue and literature selections from that language); Individuals and Societies (offerings from history, geography, economics, philosophy, psychology, social and cultural anthropology, business and management); Experimental Sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, environmental systems, and design technology); Mathematics and Computer Science (mathematical methods, mathematical studies, and further mathematics); and the Arts (visual arts, music, theatre arts). 

In addition, students complete the Theory of Knowledge assessment, the Creativity, Action, and Service program, and an extended essay of 4000 words.  The Theory of Knowledge component includes 100 hours of teaching in a course that challenges students to question the bases of knowledge and to gain the ability to analyze evidence.   The Creativity, Action, and Service component prepares students to be better citizens and promotes the development of the entire person through involvement in community service and creative and physical activity.  The essay prepares students for college-level writing assignments, but it also allows the student to examine further a particular topic of his/her own choosing. The essay must be independent, self-directed, and at a minimum, 4000 words.  To obtain the diploma, a student must score at least 24 points of a maximum 45 points on six exams.  Each subject exam is graded on a scale of one point (the lowest) to seven points (the highest).  In addition to the examination portion of the Diploma Programme, a maximum of three points is available for combined performance in the essay and the Theory of Knowledge.  Below is a table outlining the requirements for the International Baccalaureate Diploma:

 
	Requirements for IB diploma:

	Numeric grades have been received in all six subjects registered for the diploma

	An approved Creativity, Action, and Service programme has been completed

	Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both Theory of Knowledge

	and an extended essay, with a grade of at least D in one of them

	There is no grade 1 in any subject

	There is no grade 2 at higher level

	There is no more that one grade 2 at standard level

	Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below

	At least 12 points have been gained on higher level subjects (Candidates who

	register for four higher level subjects must gain at least 16 points at higher level)

	At least 9 points have been gained on standard level subjects (Candidates

	who register for two standard level subjects must gain at least 6 points at standard level)


There are two types of courses in the program: higher level and standard level.  Higher level courses represent 240 hours of teaching and require greater depth of study across a broader range of content.  Standard level courses require 150 teaching hours and provide a broader perspective of the entire Diploma Programme. Students can be awarded credit at the university level for the completion of the International Baccalaureate Diploma as well as for satisfactory scores on course examinations given at the end of the International Baccalaureate program. The examinations correlate with the courses taken.  Students completing higher level courses take higher level examinations and standard level courses require standard level exams.  Most students complete three courses at the higher level and three at the standard level; however, some students will complete four courses (the maximum) at the higher level. 
Currently, there is not a statewide acceptance policy among higher education institutions for International Baccalaureate credits in South Carolina.  Each of the four-year public institutions has individual policies or procedures by which they accept International Baccalaureate credits. USC-Spartanburg and USC-Beaufort do not have their own policies, but they follow the policy at USC- Columbia, and no report was received from South Carolina State.  Trident Technical College is the only technical college in South Carolina to accept International Baccalaureate exam scores for credit, based on the reports received.  No report was received for Denmark, Spartanburg, Tri-County, or Williamsburg Technical Colleges.  

Discussion


According to the International Baccalaureate Organization website, there are seventeen (17) public high schools within South Carolina that offer the IB Diploma Programme including: A.C. Flora, Aiken, Battery Creek, Beaufort, Fort Dorchester, Greer, Hilton Head, James Island, Northwestern, Orangeburg-Wilkinson, Rock Hill, Socastee, Southside, Sumter, Travelers Rest, Wilson, and Woodmont.  Only California, Florida, Virginia, and Texas have more IB high schools than South Carolina. A total of 152 students from these high schools were candidates for the IB diploma in 2003.  Of this pool, 113 (74%) were approved for the IB diploma.  The percent of tests with scores of four or higher was 72.9% in 2003.  South Carolina students are competitive with the national average on a yearly basis, and in 2001 South Carolina had 79% of its students qualified while the national average was only 78%.  Over the previous six years, the number of students taking IB examinations in South Carolina increased from 212 in 1998 to 686 in 2003.  

To date, nine states have responded to a CHE staff inquiry to the effect that they have established state-level acceptance policies for IB diploma graduates.  Colorado created its policy in 2003.  It required every public institution of higher education to adopt a policy for IB credits and post it on the university website.  Colorado’s public universities must also grant students a minimum of 24 credit hours upon completion of the IB diploma, unless the student receives a score of less than four on an exam. This policy does not establish a minimum score for receiving credit nor does it grant credit to students who take IB examinations without completing the degree.  Florida also has a standard policy on IB. Florida’s policy grants credit for students who do not receive the diploma and establishes score requirements.  Nevada and Oklahoma simply require a score of four or more to grant college credit.  South Dakota’s policy is very specific. It lists not only the score requirements but establishes the course for which credit will be given.  Virginia is currently in the process of adopting a state level policy.

A South Carolina policy for accepting International Baccalaureate credits would be similar to the already developed statewide policy for accepting Advanced Placement (AP) credits.  This policy, adopted in July 1985, states that “credit shall be given for scores of three or better on pertinent Advanced Placement examinations.” Although individual institutions may only award AP credit for courses offered in their curriculum, this statewide policy gives students and institutions reasonable guidelines for accepting AP credit, eliminates confusion between the student and the institution, and ensures equitable treatment of students.  Without this policy, students’ scores would be assessed based on each institution’s policy.   This is the case as it now stands in South Carolina for accepting International Baccalaureate courses.  While most institutions do have IB acceptance policies, the range of acceptable exam scores varies.  Most accept a score of four, while some will not accept scores lower than five on certain exams.  

Recommendation


The staff suggests that the Advisory Committee recommend development of a state level policy on IB credit as follows:
  Each public institution of higher education within the state shall adopt and implement a policy for the acceptance of International Baccalaureate credit for first-time freshman students who have successfully completed an international baccalaureate diploma programme or have completed IB course examinations, and the policy shall be available to the public in an electronic format on the institution’s website consistent with the following parameters listed below.
1) For students achieving the IB diploma, the institution shall grant at least 24 semester credit hours and no more that 30 semester credit hours 

2) For students who attempt the IB diploma but fail to achieve it on the basis of test scores, the institution shall grant at least three semester credit hours for each higher level examination on which the student scores 4 or more.  For students who score 7 on higher level examinations, the institution shall grant at least 6 semester credit hours.

3) For students who complete one or more IB courses with scores of at least 4 on higher level examinations, the institution shall grant at least three semester credits accordingly.  For students who score 7 on higher level examinations, the institution shall grant at least 6 semester credit hours.
4) For students scoring 6 or 7 on the standard level examinations, the institution shall grant at least 3 semester credit hours.
