ACAP


   01/14/03



Agenda item 1




         

Advisory Committee on Academic Programs

Minutes of October 1, 2002
Members present 
 





Staff present
Dr. Gail Morrison, Chair





Ms. JoAnn Biga

Dr. James Arrington, S.C. State University
 

Ms. Renea Eshleman

Ms. Sandra Barbour, Northeastern Tech



Dr. Nancy Healy

Dr. Peter Barr, Coastal Carolina
 



Ms. KaTina Johnson


Dr. Dianne Brandstadter, SCTCS




Dr. Lynn Kelley

Dr. Marilyn Fore, Horry-Georgetown Tech 


Mr. Alan Krech

Dr. Doris Helms, Clemson University 



Dr. David Loope

Dr. Leonard Lundquist, Lander 




Ms. Samantha Pope



Ms. Lila Meeks, USC-Beaufort




Ms. Julie Wahl



Dr. Suzanne Ozment, USC-Aiken

Dr. Judy Prince, USC-Spartanburg  





Dr. Melford Wilson, Winthrop






Guests representing members






Dr. Chris Johnson, Francis Marion 
Dr. Hugh Haynesworth, College of Charleston 

Dr. Issac Metts, The Citadel

Dr. Gordon Smith, USC-Columbia

Guests

The guest sign-in sheet was misplaced during the meeting of October 1, 2002.  If any guest who attended this meeting would like his or her name to be included on the guest list, please send an e-mail to KaTina Johnson at kjohnson@che.sc.gov.


The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m.  Following the introduction of committee members, Dr. Morrison passed out an information sheet about the technology grants program.  
1.
Consideration of Minutes of October 1, 2002 


Dr. Morrison introduced the Minutes of July 25, 2002.  With a correction on page 4, approval was moved (Wilson) and seconded (Helms), and the Committee voted to accept the Minutes of July 25, 2002, provided that the correction on page 4 be made.
2.
Presentation on National Guard Distance Learning Classroom:  Mr. Stephen G. Thomas, Palmetto Communications Solutions Advisory Board 

Dr. Morrison introduced the item and called on Mr. Thomas to give a brief overview.   Mr. Thomas stated that the purpose of the National Guard presentation to the higher education community is to offer an opportunity for the public and private education sectors and the business communities to use the technology learning center services of the National Guard.  Mr. Thomas stated that the mission of the National Guard is to implement distance training and technology projects in order to manage and fund several distance-learning classrooms throughout South Carolina.  He stated that that National Guard would like to ensure that the shared use potential of distance learning is maximized by secondary and higher education.  Mr. Thomas stated that the revenue collected for this service is used to subsidize this program.  He went on to say that the Palmetto Communications Solutions Advisory Board provides guidance and direction for distance learning programs.  Mr. Thomas stated that classrooms are currently being utilized in South Carolina by some institutions of higher education.  Mr. Thomas stated that the National Guard does not expect to add any new sites at this time.  Mr. Thomas stated that more information about the National Guard distance learning classroom can be found on the National Guard’s website at www.scguard.com, by clicking on the logo.
  3.
Consideration of Program Planning Summaries 

a. B.A., Early Childhood Education, USC-Beaufort (new) 

Ms. Meeks introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Meeks) and seconded (Fore).  With no discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education to be implemented in Fall 2003.

b. B.A., Early Childhood Education, USC-Columbia (new)
Dr. Smith introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Smith) and seconded (Prince).  Dr. Morrison inquired as to whether or not there was any faculty discussion about the possibility of not offering the degree program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education but instead offering only the degree programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Education and Bachelor of Science in Middle Level Education.  Dr. Morrison stated that if this was the case then the only grade that would not be represented would be fourth grade.  Dr. Dickey stated that the proposed degree program in Elementary Education is expected to attract students.   He went on to say that the University will continue recruiting for the M.A.T. program.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education to be implemented in Fall 2003.         

c. B.A., Elementary Education, USC-Columbia (new)

Dr. Smith introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Smith) and seconded (Prince).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education to be implemented in Fall 2003.

d. B.A., English, USC-Beaufort (new)
Ms. Meeks introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Meeks) and seconded (Fore).  Ms. Meeks stated that this will be the first liberal arts degree at USC-Beaufort.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts in English to be implemented in Fall 2003.     

e. B.A., Liberal Studies, USC-Beaufort (new)

Ms. Meeks introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Meeks) and seconded (Smith).  Ms. Meeks stated that this program will be an interdisciplinary degree within liberal arts.  Dr. Kelley inquired as to how this degree program will be different from the B.A.I.S. degree program.  Ms. Meeks stated that this program will be interdisciplinary in nature and does not have the same broad focus as the B.A.I.S. program.  She stated that if this program is approved, the degree program leading to the B.A.I.S. will be phased out.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Studies to be implemented in Fall 2003.  

f. B.A., Speech Communication, USC-Columbia (new)

This program was withdrawn by Dr. Smith.

g. B.S., Business Administration, major in International Business, USC-Columbia (new)
Dr. Smith introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Smith) and seconded (Lundquist).  Dr. Smith stated that this program will build on the strengths of the International Masters in Business Administration program currently operating at USC-Columbia.  Dr. Smith stated that USC-Columbia has developed significant interest in this type of program.  He went on to say that while the College of Charleston offers a similar type program in this area, there will be differences in their proposed program.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration degree program with a major in International Business to be implemented in Fall 2003.
h. B.S., Genetics, Clemson University (new)

Dr. Helms introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Helms) and seconded (Lundquist).  Dr. Helms stated that this degree program will be the first of its type in the State.  She stated further that Clemson is looking forward to collaborating with Lander on this program.  Dr. Morrison stated that this degree program is currently available to students through the Academic Common Market.  Dr. Morrison asked that Clemson notify the Commission staff about definitive implementation date of this degree program since it is a popular program in the Academic Common Market and will have to be removed.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for Clemson University to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Genetics to be implemented in Fall 2004.  

i. B.S., Hospitality Management, USC-Beaufort (new)

Ms. Meeks introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Meeks) and seconded (Smith).  Ms. Meeks stated that the focus of this program will be primarily on club management.  Dr. Barr inquired about the number of students in the current program.  Ms. Meeks stated that currently there are between 40 to 45 students in the program.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management to be implemented in Fall 2003.      

j.
B.S., Human Services, USC-Beaufort (new)


Ms. Meeks introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Meeks) and seconded (Helms).  Ms. Meeks stated that a study was done which showed that this degree program is needed in the Beaufort service area.  Dr. Brandstadter inquired as to whether or not any of the work will have a distance learning component.  Ms. Meeks stated that this can certainly be a possibility since the program is currently in the developmental stage.  Dr. Wilson inquired as to whether or not USC-Beaufort planned to develop a Bachelor of Social Work degree.  Ms. Meeks stated that while USC-Beaufort will seek accreditation for this program from the same accrediting body that accredits social work programs, USC-Beaufort does not have any plans to develop a BSW degree program.  With one opposing vote from Dr. Wilson, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Beaufort to develop a program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Human Services to be implemented in Fall 2003.
k. B.A./B.S., Middle Level Education, USC-Columbia (new)

Dr. Smith introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Smith) and seconded (Prince).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Science in Middle Level Education to be implemented in Fall 2003.
   l.
M.S., Environmental Health Physics, Clemson University (new)
Dr. Helms introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Helms) and seconded (Barbour).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for Clemson University to develop a program leading to the Master of Science in Environmental Health Physics to be implemented in Spring 2003.  
m.
Executive International Master of Business Administration, USC-Columbia (new) 

  Dr. Smith introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Smith) and seconded (Lundquist).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for USC-Columbia to develop a program leading to the Executive International Master of Business Administration to be implemented in Fall 2003. 
n.
Center for Nuclear Environmental Engineering Sciences and Radioactive Waste Management, Clemson University (new) 

Dr. Helms introduced the program planning summary.  Approval was moved (Helms) and seconded (Prince).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to accept the planning summary for Clemson University to create the Center for Nuclear Environmental Engineering Sciences and Radioactive Waste Management to be implemented in March 2003. 

4.
Consideration of New Program Proposals 

a. A. Agriculture, Horticulture Technology, Horry-Georgetown Technical College (new)
Dr. Fore introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Fore) and seconded (Barbour).  Dr. Fore stated that if this program is approved, Horry-Georgetown Technical College plans to develop an articulation agreement between this proposed program and the baccalaureate degree program in Horticulture at Clemson.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Associate in Agriculture with a major in Horticulture Technology at Clemson University to be implemented in Fall 2003.  
b. A.H.S., Radiologic Technology, Aiken Technical College (new)
Dr. Brandstadter introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Brandstadter) and seconded (Prince).  Dr. Brandstadter stated that the purpose of this proposed program is to help address the growing need in the field of health promotion in this service area.  She stated that if this program is approved, Aiken Technical College will seek accreditation from the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Sciences (JRCERT).  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Associate in Health Science with a major in Radiologic Technology at Aiken Technical College to be implemented in Fall 2003.
c. B.A., Economics, Winthrop University (new) 

Dr. Wilson introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Wilson) and seconded (Barr).  Dr. Wilson stated that there is a growing demand for economic majors.  He stated that no new courses will be needed to implement this program if approved because the program will use all the existing economics courses currently offered in the B.S. in Business Administration degree program with a concentration in Economics.  In response to a question, Dr. Wilson stated that the fifth faculty member has been hired to support this program.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Bachelor of Arts in Economics at Winthrop University to be implemented in Spring 2003.
d.
B.S., Early Childhood Education, College of Charleston                 

Dr. Haynsworth introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Haynsworth) and seconded (Metts).  Dr. Haynsworth stated that the purpose of this program is to train teachers to serve in the grade spans of pre-kindergarten to grade three.  He stated that currently the College of Charleston offers an add-on program within its elementary education degree program through which students can obtain the qualifications for early childhood certification.  Dr. Haynsworth stated that in order to comply with the recently revised state and national standards, the College of Charleston is proposing this new degree program.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to be Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education at the College of Charleston to be implemented in Fall 2003. 

e.
B.S., Elementary Education, College of Charleston 


Dr. Haynsworth introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Haynsworth) and seconded (Metts).  Dr. Haynsworth stated that this proposed program will seek to train teachers to serve in the grade spans of two to grade six.  He stated that in order to comply with the State’s recently revised certification levels, the College of Charleston is proposing a new degree program in Elementary Education.  This proposed program will allow teacher education majors to take the specialized program required for certification in elementary education.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education at the College of Charleston to be implemented in Fall 2003.      


f.
B.S., Middle Level Education, College of Charleston 

   
Dr. Haynsworth introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Haynsworth) and seconded (Metts).  Dr. Haynsworth stated that this proposed program will seek to prepare teachers to serve in the grade spans of five to grade eight by offering specialized training focused on the unique needs of adolescents.  He stated that the need for this proposed program is based on the new middle-level certification requirements of the State Board of Education.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Middle Level Education to be implemented in Fall 2003.  

g.
B.S., Turfgrass, Clemson University

This program proposal was withdrawn by Dr. Helms.


h.
M.Ed., Middle Level Education, College of Charleston 


Dr. Haynsworth introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Haynsworth) and seconded (Metts).  Dr. Haynsworth stated that proposed program will seek to serve certified teachers who are teaching out of their area of focus in middle school.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Master of Education in Middle Level Education at the College of Charleston to be implemented in Fall 2003.


i.
M.S., Transportation, S.C. State University 


Dr. Arrington introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Arrington) and seconded (Metts).  Dr. Arrington stated that this proposed program will be an interdisciplinary degree program with options in Business, Transportation Planning, Civil Engineering, and Intelligent Transportation Systems.  He stated that this program will be building off the strengths of the University’s School of Engineering Technology and Sciences, as well as the University Transportation Center.  In response to a question, Dr. Arrington clarified that one of the options would be in civil engineering technology as opposed to “pure” civil engineering.  Dr. Morrison inquired as to whether or not this proposed program would require any accreditation.  Dr. Arrington stated that it would not.  Dr. Arrington stated that S.C. State University will provide a corrected copy of the program proposal to the Commission.  Without further discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the degree program leading to the Master of Science in Transportation at S.C. State to be implemented in Fall 2003. 

j.
Center for Safety Research and Education, Clemson University 


Dr. Helms introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Helms) and seconded (Smith).  Dr. Helms stated that this proposed Center will focus on issues related to the health and safety of South Carolinians.  Dr. Helms stated if approved, the Center will offer no credit-bearing coursework, but the University anticipates that the Center, through its outreach efforts, will serve at least 100 to 200 people each year.  Dr. Smith stated that USC-Columbia is looking forward to collaborating with Clemson through the School of Public Health at USC-Columbia.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the Center for Safety Research and Education at Clemson University to be implemented immediately upon approval.       

k.
South Carolina DNA Learning Center, Clemson University 


Dr. Helms introduced the program proposal.  Approval was moved (Helms) and seconded (Smith).  Dr. Helms stated that the DNA Learning Center will be a collaborative venture between Clemson and the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Dolan DNA Learning Center.  She stated that the proposed DNA Learning Centers will focus on educating South Carolinians on topics related to plant genomics.  Without discussion, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the South Carolina DNA Learning Center at Clemson University to be implemented in July 2003.  

5.
Consideration of Revised Program Productivity Policy and Procedures   


Dr. Morrison introduced the item and called on Dr. Loope to give a brief overview.  Dr. Loope stated that since 1991, the Commission has had in place a set of standards that includes degrees conferred, enrollment in the major, and service enrollment.  He stated that the Commission has decided to update and expand the program productivity standards policy due to the recent financial crisis facing the state which highlights the need to monitor the cost effectiveness of core mission areas and to avoid duplication of effort.  Dr. Loope stated that essentially, the draft policies and procedures build on the 1991 policy document and rely in part on data synthesized in a recently completed program productivity study, which the staff shared with the Advisory Committee on Academic Programs at its April 25, 2002, Advisory Committee meeting, as well as on information gathered from other states.  The new policies retain the same benchmark averages for degrees conferred and upper division headcount enrollment in the major specific to degree levels (baccalaureate, master’s, etc.).  However, the calculation of service enrollment has been deleted.  Dr. Loope stated that under the policy, the Commission may exempt programs from the policy when institutions provide written justification addressing criteria established in the policy document.  Exemptions are reviewed and approved by the Commission on a case-by-case basis.  Dr. Loope pointed out that the staff is proposing to the Commission a biennial review process culminating in Commission program-by-program recommendations for continuing approval, probation, termination, or exempt status.  The initial review process will begin in February 2003 with full Commission review slated for September 2003.  Without substantive comment, the Committee voted to recommend approval of the revised program productivity policy and procedures.   

6.
Informational Report on Addition to Template for New Program Proposals in Education
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that at the request of the Department of Education, the Commission has added additional language in the section on accreditation so that the State Department of Education is able to use the program document for its approval processes rather than have the colleges and universities do another document for the Department of Education.  
7.
Other 

There being no further business, Dr. Morrison adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m.

  

Respectfully submitted,

  KaTina Johnson
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