PAGE  












         CAAL











9/03/03

Agenda Item 1

COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

AND LICENSING

Minutes of April 30, 2003
Members present





Staff present

Ms. Dianne Chinnes





Ms. JoAnn Biga

Ms. Sue Cole 





Dr. Nancy Healy 

Dr. Vermelle Johnson 




Ms. KaTina Johnson  

Mr. Miles Loadholt 





Dr. Lynn Kelley 

Ms. DeLoris Oliver 





Mr. Alan Krech 

Dr. Roger Stevenson 




Dr. David Loope 

Dr. Gail Morrison
Ms. Julie Wahl 
Guests present








Ms. Lisa Bennett, Troy State University 

Dr. Les Carpenter, USC-Sumter 

Ms. Julie Corner, Miller Motte Technical College

Dr. Ed Dickey, USC-Columbia 

Dr. Margaret Gamble, USC-Columbia 

Dr. Debbie Jackson, Clemson University 

Ms. Karen Jones, Winthrop University 
Mr. Rod Kruse, ITT Technical Institute 


Dr. David Luce, ITT Technical Institute 
Dr. Len McCall, University Center of Greenville

Dr. Bob Miles, Nova Southeastern University

Ms. Kate Olin, USC-Beaufort 

Ms. Susan Prior, USC-Columbia 

Dr. Thomas Seebode, Troy State University 

Dr. Les Sternberg, USC-Columbia 

Dr. Greg Stiber, Nova Southeastern University 

Dr. Gordon Smith, USC-Columbia 

Dr. Aileen Trainer, USC-Columbia 

Ms. Chinnes called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and announced that the meeting was being held in compliance with the State’s Freedom of Information Act.  

1. Consideration of Minutes of Meeting of March 6, 2003

Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and asked if there were any corrections.  There being no corrections, the Minutes of March 6, 2003, were approved as circulated.
2. Consideration of New Program Proposals
a. B.S., Genetics, Clemson University    

Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and asked Dr. Morrison to give a brief overview of the program proposal.  Dr. Morrison stated that the purpose of this program is to prepare graduates for careers in the fast-developing area of genetics.  She said that the need for this program is evident from the demand among South Carolina residents for the University of Georgia’s B.S. program in Genetics, currently the most requested undergraduate degree program among South Carolina residents for the Academic Common Market program.  Dr. Morrison stated that Lander University offers a concentration/track in Genetics within their Biology degree program.  Both Clemson and Lander have confirmed their institutional intentions to collaborate with this degree program.  Dr. Morrison stated that the two institutions are developing a formalized memorandum of understanding which must be submitted to the Commission before implementation of this program.  With one abstention from Dr. Stevenson, who cited conflict of interest, approval was moved (Cole) and seconded (Loadholt), and the committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Bachelor of Science in Genetics at Clemson University, to be implemented in Fall 2003, provided that 1) no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested; and,  2) provided further that, in keeping with the issues of coordination raised in the proposal itself, by August 2003, Clemson University conclude and file with the Commission on Higher Education a memorandum of understanding with Lander University for coordination of undergraduate curricula, transfer processes in the respective institutions in the similar genetics programs, and undergraduate research opportunities at the Greenwood Genetic Center.  

b.
 B.A., Early Childhood Education, USC-Columbia    
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that the purpose of this program is to prepare graduates who will be eligible for certification as early childhood teachers.  She stated that this program will replace the current undergraduate minor/Masters of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) option that is a five-year teacher education program.  Dr. Morrison stated that the University will continue to offer the M.A.T. degree to career changers but the proposed B.A. degree will be the main avenue for students interested in attaining early childhood certification.  The program will be required to seek accreditation from the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and receive approval from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Loadholt), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education at USC-Columbia, to be implemented in Fall 2003, provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested. 
c.
B.A., Elementary Education, USC-Columbia  
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that this program will prepare graduates who will be eligible for certification as elementary teachers.  This program will replace the current undergraduate minor/Masters of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) option that is a five-year teacher education program.  Dr. Morrison stated that the University will continue to offer the M.A.T. degree to career changers but the proposed B.A. degree program will be the main avenue for students interested in attaining certification as elementary teachers.  The program will be required to seek accreditation from NCATE and receive approval from NAEYC.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Loadholt)), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education at USC-Columbia to be implemented in Fall 2003, provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested.  

d.
B.A./B.S., Middle Level Education, USC-Columbia 
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that the program is designed to train teachers to serve in the grade spans of the middle school by offering specialized training focused on the unique needs of adolescents.  She added that in January 2002, the State Board of Education approved middle-level certification of teachers because of a great need for the specialized training required to attain this certification.  Dr. Morrison stated that state and federal legislation will now require teachers of middle-level students to hold a middle-level certificate.  The program will be required to seek accreditation from NCATE and receive approval from the National Middle School Association (NMSA).  Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Loadholt), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees in Middle Level Education at USC-Columbia, to be implemented in Fall 2003, provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested.  
e.
M.A.T., Middle Grades Education, Clemson University at the University Center of Greenville   

Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that the purpose of this program is to train teachers to serve in the grade spans (5-8) of the middle school by offering specialized training focused on the unique needs of adolescents.  Dr. Morrison stated that the need for this program is based upon the state and federal legislation requiring teachers of middle-level students to hold a middle-level certificate.  She went on to say that Clemson has decided to offer a graduate degree for career changers that will allow them to complete the requirements for certification within one calendar year.  The program will be required to seek accreditation from NCATE and receive approval from the NMSA.     Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Cole), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Master of Arts in Teaching degree in Middle-Level Education at Clemson University, to be implemented in Fall 2003, at the University Center of Greenville provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested.  
f.
M.S., Environmental Health Physics, Clemson University    

Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that the purpose of this program is to prepare students to measure national and human-created radioactivity in the environment, to manage nuclear waste and nuclear transport, and to determine risks associated with exposure to radioactivity.  Dr. Morrison pointed out that Clemson University has agreed to remove the Nuclear Environmental focus area from the curriculum simultaneously with implementation of the new degree program.  The program will seek accreditation by ABET-RAC (Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology—Related Accreditation Commission).  Dr. Morrison stated that if this program is approved, it will be the only masters-level program of this type in the state.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Loadholt), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Master of Science degree in Environmental Health Physics at Clemson University to be implemented in Fall 2003, provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested, and provided further that Clemson University discontinue the existing Nuclear Environmental focus area/track under the Master of Science program in Environmental Engineering and Science in Fall 2003. 
g.
Master of Retailing, USC-Columbia   

Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that USC-Columbia is requesting to offer a new degree program leading to the Master of Retailing.  She stated that the purpose of this program is to prepare students for careers at the corporate level with retail companies.  Dr. Morrison stated that USC-Columbia’s main focus within this proposed program will be on technology.  Dr. Morrison pointed out that USC-Columbia is the recipient of new retailing software—a gift valued at over $2 million dollars.  If approved, the University will not need to add any new courses to implement the program since all graduate level courses are already in place as part of the existing concentration in the Master of Hotel, Restaurant, and Tourism Management (MHRTM) program.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Stevenson) and seconded (Loadholt) and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of the program leading to the Master of Retailing at USC-Columbia to be implemented in Spring 2004, provided that no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested.

3.
Consideration of Requests for Amendment of License:
a.
Miller-Motte Technical College, Charleston, SC:  Add A.A.S. in Surgical Technology   
Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and called on Dr. Morrison to give a brief overview.  Dr. Morrison stated that Miller-Motte Technical College (MMTC) is requesting approval of an amendment to its license to offer in Charleston a program leading to the A.A.S. degree in Surgical Technology.  She stated that the Accrediting Council of Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS) has accredited MMTC since 1989.  Dr. Morrison pointed out that the admission criteria and a table outlining the curriculum content for the A.A.S. degree in Surgical Technology is included in the write-up.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Johnson) and seconded (Oliver) and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission an amendment to the license of Miller-Motte Business College to offer for implementation immediately the program leading to the A.A.S. degree in Surgical Technology. 

b. ITT Technical Institute, Greenville, SC:  Add B.S. Data Communication Systems Technology, Electronic and Communications Engineering Technology, and Information Systems Security
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating ITT Technical Institute requests approval of an amendment to its license to add the B.S. in Data Communication Systems Technology, Electronic and Communications Engineering Technology, and Information Systems Security.  Dr. Morrison stated that ITT is accredited by the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS) and that the Commission has licensed ITT Technical Institute in Greenville since 1992.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Johnson) and seconded (Oliver) and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission an amendment to the license of ITT Technical Institute to offer programs leading to the B.S. degrees in Data Communication Systems Technology for implementation in December 2003, Electronic and Communications Engineering Technology for implementation in September 2003, and Information Systems Security for implementation in December 2003.  
c.
Troy State University, Troy, AL, at Sumter:  Add B.S. in Management 
Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and asked Dr. Morrison to give a brief overview.  Dr. Morrison stated that Troy State is requesting approval of an amendment to its license to add a B.S. in Management to be offered in Sumter at its main site and at Bosch Braking Systems, a division of Robert Bosch Corporation in Sumter.  She said that the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) accredits Troy State, and the University anticipates achievement of accreditation of the institutions’ business programs by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) within the next five years.  

Ms. Chinnes then asked for a motion on the item.  There being none, she asked Mr. Seebode, the representative from Troy State, to comment further about the amendment request.  Mr. Seebode stated that the interest in this proposed program comes from a direct interest from Bosch Corporation in Sumter.  He went on to say that the University has also gained interest from other prospective students who live in downtown Sumter about the program.  Dr. Stevenson inquired about the need for two locations within the same town.  Mr. Seebode stated that there are precedents for offering programs on-site in corporations because of ease for employees.  He went on to say that the downtown location will be more accessible to students living in that area and the proposed downtown site will accommodate video teleconferencing.  

Ms. Chinnes then called on Dr. Carpenter, Dean of USC-Sumter.  Dr. Carpenter stated that USC-Sumter opposed Troy State’s request and asked that the Commission deny licensure for the proposed B.S. program in Management to be offered by Troy State at the downtown Sumter location.  He questioned the quality of the proposed program, especially its lack of library resources and lack of AACSB accreditation.  Dr. Carpenter concluded that USC-Sumter highly objects to the Commission granting licensure to Troy State to offer a B.S. program in Management at a downtown Sumter location.  
Ms. Chinnes called on Mr. Seebode to respond.  Mr. Seebode stated that the quality of the program is not inferior.  He went on to say that while some students of Troy State might choose to visit the library in Sumter, the University does offer adequate resource holdings for its students on-line through its home campus.  Mr. Seebode stated that each student enrolled at Troy State University has access to the on-line library holdings.  

In response to a question, Dr. Morrison stated that although USC-Sumter offers a B.S. degree in Management through USC-Aiken, duplication issues do not factor in when an out-of-state institution meets the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education licensing requirements.  

Because several Commission members were still undecided, Ms. Chinnes asked if Troy State University would be willing to defer action on this item until the next Commission meeting.  Mr. Seebode stated that Troy State University would prefer that the Commission at least approve the B.S. in Management program at Bosch Corporation because the program was scheduled to begin in May 2003.  Dr. Carpenter stated that USC-Sumter had no objections to the offering of the program at the Bosch site only, as long as the program is not open to the general public.  
After a request from the Committee members, Mr. Seebode agreed to do a brief presentation about Troy State’s library holdings and other issues, related to the quality of the program, before the next Commission meeting.  Without further discussion, approval was moved (Oliver) and seconded (Johnson) and the Committee voted favorably, three to two, to commend to the Commission an amendment to the license of Troy State University which would allow TSU to offer the program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in Management at Robert Bosch Corporation in Sumter, provided that the only students other than Bosch employees permitted to enroll in the program are employees of the companies Bosch has specifically invited to participate in the degree program.  The request of TSU to offer this program at its downtown Sumter location was deferred until the next Commission meeting on June 5, 2003.         
d.
Nova Southeastern University, Charleston, SC:  Add a location at Charleston to offer the Ed.D. Program for Education Leaders 
Dr. Morrison introduced the item stating that Nova Southeastern University is requesting an amendment to its license to offer its program leading to the Ed.D. degree for Educational Leaders in Charleston.  She said that the Commission has licensed NSU to operate in South Carolina since 1982.  Dr. Morrison stated that the doctoral programs NSU offers in South Carolina meet in Saturday seminars held once monthly for three academic years.  She pointed out that the curriculum for the Ed.D. degree for Educational Leaders program is outlined in the staff write-up.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Johnson) and seconded (Oliver), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission an amendment to the license of Nova
 Southeastern University to offer at Charleston beginning in September 2003 the program leading to the
 Ed.D. degree for Educational Leaders.


4.
Consideration of Admission Standards Report for First-Time Entering Freshmen, FY 2001-02 
Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and called on Dr. Morrison.  Dr. Morrison stated that the Admission Standards Report summarizes the results of five different reports related to admission standards and to measures of achievement of first-time entering freshmen for the Fall of 2001.  After reviewing different parts of the report, approval was moved (Johnson) and seconded (Oliver), and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission this report as meeting the stipulations of Act 629 of 1988 and Act 359 of 1996 with respect to reviewing admissions standards and transmit it accordingly to the appropriate legislative bodies, the State Board of Education, and to the State Department of Education.  It further recommends that Francis Marion University and USC-Columbia reduce the number of provisional students accepted to below the recommend levels of 15 percent and 10 percent, respectively.  


5.
Consideration of Centers of Excellence Grants, FY 2003-04 
Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and called on Dr. Morrison.  Dr. Morrison stated that requests for proposals for Centers of Excellence for FY 2003-04 project year were issued to all eligible public and private institutions in October 2002.  She went on to comment about the Review Panel.  Dr. Morrison stated that the final report of the Review panel has not yet been received, but is expected within one week.  She went on to say that the final report of the Review panel will be mailed to Committee members upon Commission receipt.  Without discussion, approval was moved (Cole) and seconded (Johnson) and the Committee voted to commend favorably to the Commission approval of awards to :1) USC-Columbia to establish the Center of Excellence for Engineering and Computing Education in the amount of $150,000 and 2) USC-Aiken to establish the Center of Excellence for the Advancement of Rural, Under-Performing Schools in the amount of $150,732.  The Committee further commends to the Commission acceptance of the Review Panel’s recommendation that Costal Carolina be awarded the Center of Excellence for Middle Level Teacher Education if funding is available and that the staff, working in consultation with the Review Panel Chair, determine that the questions raised by the panel have been sufficiently addressed.  
6.
Informational Report on South Carolina Research Initiative Grants Program (SCRIG) 

Ms. Chinnes introduced the item and called on Dr. Morrison.  Dr. Morrison stated that this report is for information only and provides the Committee members with updated information on the SCRIG 1999 and 2000 award years. Without discussion, the Committee agreed to accept the report for information only.   

7.
Other

      
There being no other business, Ms. Chinnes adjourned the meeting at 2:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







KaTina Johnson
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