South Carolina State Univer sity
Current Mission Statement

South Carolina State University, a senior comprehensive teaching institution, is committed to
providing affordable and accessible quality undergraduate and graduate degree programs. This
public university with a student population between 4,000 and 5,000 is located in Orangeburg, an
area that has atraditiona rural, agricultura economy which has expanded to include a business
and industrial focus that is national and international in scope. South Carolina State University's
1890 land-grant legacy of service to the citizenry of the state is ensured through its collaborative
efforts with local, rural, and statewide businesses, public education, colleges and industry. This
symbiotic relationship provides a catalyst that spurs a reciprocal economic and socia growth for
the University, state, nation and the international community-at-large.

South Carolina State University, founded in 1896 as a historically Black co-educational
institution, embraces diversity among its students, faculty, staff and programs. While
maintaining its traditional focus, the University is fully committed to providing life-long learning
opportunities for the citizens of the state and qualified students of varied talents and backgrounds
in a caring and nurturing learning environment.

South Carolina State University, through instruction, research and service activities, prepares
highly skilled, competent, economically and socially aware graduates to meet life's challenges
and demands that enable them to work and live productively in a dynamic, global society. The
University offers sixty baccalaureate programs in the areas of applied professional sciences,
engineering technology, sciences, arts, humanities, education and business. A small number of
programs are offered at the master's level in teaching, human services and agribusiness, and the
educational specialist and doctorate programs are offered in educational administration. Faculty
and students participate in research that stimulates intellectual growth, enhances and facilitates
student learning and adds to the scientific knowledge base of the academy. Service activities,
which are provided through programs related to agriculture, adult and continuing education,
research, cultural arts, small business development and other special interest areas, are designed
to enhance the quality of life and promote economic growth. These efforts, supported by various
applications of technology, are achieved in a climate of mutual trust and respect through methods
of scholarly inquiry and scientific research.

The South Carolina State University Mission Statement was approved by its Board of Trustees
on December 2, 1997.
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