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CAAL

7/7/2004

Agenda Item 2.a.
July 7, 2004
MEMORANDUM

To:
Dr. Vermelle J. Johnson, Chairman, and Members, Committee on Academic Affairs and Licensing

From:
Dr. Gail M. Morrison, Deputy Director and Director of Academic Affairs and Licensing 

Consideration of Request for Licensure
The Charleston School of Law, J.D.
Summary


The Charleston School of Law (CSOL) http://www.charlestonlaw.org requests approval to offer a program leading to the Juris Doctor degree. Its initial request, approved by the Commission at its September 2004 meeting, was for approval to advertise and enroll students beginning in September 2003 for classes beginning in Fall 2004.
In summer of 2003 a team of expert examiners reviewed the proposal for conceptual compliance with the licensing requirements and arrived at a consensus that the founders of CSOL were developing and implementing a plan to establish the law school in compliance with the licensing requirements and to position the school to apply for American Bar Association accreditation so that students who enroll will be able to accomplish the objectives of the program including practicing law in South Carolina. Upon the recommendation of the team, the Commission approved licensure with the following conditions:

1) no “unique cost” or other special state funding may be required or requested; 2) CSOL must submit to the Commission updated material to document compliance with the licensing requirements and the recommendations of the team as enumerated in the Team Report; 3) a team will visit the Charleston facility in May 2004 to confirm compliance; 4) the team and the staff will provide updated reporting and final recommendations to the Committee and the Commission in summer 2004; 5) the institution will establish a timeline under which it will gain ABA accreditation; report to the CHE staff on each step in the timeline; provide to the CHE staff a copy of correspondence to and from ABA, and discontinue advertising and enrolling students into the program if it becomes apparent that it is unable to meet its timeline to gain ABA accreditation; and 6) in the event that the school, or its officers or agents, should make an attempt to cause the school to become a part of the College of Charleston or any other public institution, the license granted to the school shall be null and void and immediately revoked.
The report of the external review team from the review of last year described the plans for the education program, finances, facilities, library, student services, organization, administration, and faculty, and spelled out recommendations. As required by the provisions of licensure, the officials of the school provided updated information to CHE for the team and the team conducted an on-site visit on May 3-5, 2004. The second report of the external review team (Attachment 1) addresses the recommendations from the review of last year and provides additional observations. The additional observations are directed primarily toward compliance with ABA accreditation standards.
It is important to note that the officials of the CSOL found the expertise provided by the review team of such value that they voluntarily invited the team to make a follow-up visit to the school next spring to further advise the school founders and staff as they progress toward ABA accreditation. 
To be eligible to take the Bar exam and for admission to the South Carolina Bar Association, attorneys must have graduated from a law school that is accredited by the American Bar Association (ABA). A school in its second year of operation may apply for accreditation. Students who enroll at CSOL will be eligible to take the Bar exam after CSOL attains ABA accreditation. The ABA requires that an unaccredited school must publish the following statement:
The Dean is fully informed as to the Standards and Rules of Procedure for the Approval of Law Schools by the American Bar Association. The Administration and the Dean are determined to devote all necessary resources and in other respects to take all necessary steps to present a program of legal education that will qualify for approval by the American Bar Association. The Law School makes no representation to any applicant that it will be approved by the American Bar Association prior to the graduation of any matriculating student. (August 1997)
The education program is traditional in that it includes core requirements as tested on the South Carolina Bar Exam and as required for ABA approval.

At the beginning of the license application process last summer, the founders anticipated enrolling 125 students to begin classes in fall 2004. At the time of the report to the team on May 4, 2004, the school had made 302 offers of acceptance to the full-time program. Of those accepted, 145 had paid the required $300 seat confirmation fee. The profile is:
	Gender
	Male 
	80
	65 %

	
	Female
	65
	55 %


	Ethnicity
	Caucasian/White
	118
	81.4 %

	
	No authorization to release
	24
	16.6 %

	
	Did not indicate
	2
	1.4 %

	
	Asian/Pacific Islander
	1
	.6 %


	
	LSAT
	GPA

	75th percentile
	154
	3.46

	25th percentile
	150
	2.84

	Median
	152
	3.15

	Average
	153
	3.10


Prerequisites for admission are:

1.
An undergraduate bachelor’s degree, or three-fourths of the work acceptable for a bachelor’s degree from an institution that is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. In an extraordinary case, the CSOL may admit an applicant who does not possess these educational requirements if the experience, ability and other characteristics of the applicant clearly show an aptitude for the study of law. 

2.
Law School Admission Test (LSAT) score.

3.
A personal statement with any information that may be relevant to consideration for acceptance. Outstanding work experience, extracurricular activities, honors or awards, or evidence of overcoming obstacles such as economic hardship are examples of information that may aid in consideration for admission. The statement should include the reasons the applicant is interested in pursuing a legal education.

4.
Two letters of recommendation from undergraduate professors or other individuals who are knowledgeable of the academic ability of the applicant. If the applicant has been out of school for some time, letters from an employer may be helpful.


An applicant may transfer from another law school not more than 45 semester credit hours. Only courses completed with a grade of C or better are transferable; all credits must have been earned within two academic years prior to matriculation.


The program will be available to full-time and part-time students. Completion of the program requires 90 semester credit hours of course work. Students must complete a minimum of 45 semester credit hours in residence at the CSOL. It is expected that full-time students will graduate in three years and part-time students will graduate in four years. Tuition is $12,250 for each semester for full-time students enrolling in 13 to 16 semester credit hours, $9,188 for each semester for part-time students enrolling in nine to 12 semester credit hours, or $850 for each semester credit hour for part-time students enrolling in five to eight semester credit hours. 
The school is located at 81 Mary Street (between Meeting and King Streets) which was previously occupied by the Charleston Chamber of Commerce. The two-story facility includes 38,000 square feet of space. It houses the library, administrative and faculty offices, writing/seminar/conference rooms, classrooms, computer labs, study space, student lounge (with a coffee/snack bar), and requisite storage and common space. Two additional lecture hall theaters seat a total of 340 and are located in the adjacent 13,000-square-foot American Cinema at 446 King Street. 
The dean of the CSOL reported that the school received over 100 applications for faculty positions including applications from senior faculty members at established law schools. At the time of this report, the school has hired eight full-time faculty members, two full-time librarians, and five full-time staff members. 
Recommendation


The staff suggests that the Committee on Academic Affairs and Licensing commend favorably to the Commission approval of licensure for the Charleston School of Law to offer a program leading to the Juris Doctor for three years provided that 1) no “unique cost” or other special state funding be required or requested; 2) the institution discontinue advertising and enrolling students into the program if it becomes apparent that it is unable to meet its timeline to gain ABA accreditation; and 3) in the event that the school, or its officers or agents, should make an attempt to cause the school to become a part of the College of Charleston or any other public institution, the license granted to the school shall be null and void and immediately revoked.
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