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MEMORANDUM
To: Dr. Bettie Rose Horne, Chair, and Members, Committee on Academic Affairs and

Licensing
From: Dr. Gail M. Morrison, Director of Academic Affairs and Licensiw

Consideration of Request for Amendment to Existing License
to Recruit South Carolina Residents Into New Programs
M.A.T., Early Childhood Education and M.A.T., Special Education
Walden University, Inc.; Minneapolis, MN

Summary

Walden University www.waldenu.edu requests approval to recruit South Carolina
residents into its distance learning programs leading to the Master of Arts in Teaching degree in
(1) Early Childhood Education and (2) Special Education for immediate implementation.

Walden University, based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, is a private, online, for-profit
institution, in the Laureate International Universities network, which i1s owned by a private
investment group. The group includes Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co., Citi Private Equity,
S.A.C. Capital Management, LL.C, SPG Partners, Bregal Investments, Caisse de depot et
placement du Quebec, Sterling Capital, Makena Capital, Torreal S.A., Brenthurst Funds, Vulcan
Capital, and others. The Laureate International Universities worldwide network includes
270,000 students enrolled in 25 institutions with 58 campuses in 16 countries. Founded in 1970,
Walden offers degrees online to professionals around the world. Degree programs include
education, management, psychology, social service, nursing, health sciences, public
administration, and engineering.
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In November 2004 CHE approved licensure for Walden to recruit South Carolina
residents into programs leading to various undergraduate and graduate degrees.

The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools has accredited Walden since 1990. The office of Institutional Registration and
Licensing of the Minnesota Office of Higher Education approves Walden University to offer
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate degrees. More than 20 other states also license or approve
Walden to offer its programs to their residents. '

The following information from the U.S. Department of Educatlon shows student loan
default rates at Walden. : ‘

The Richard W. Riley College of Education and Leadership is one of four colleges at
Walden University. The Riley College’s full-time administrative staff includes a vice president
who reports to the president of the University; a director for Ed.D. programs; associate deans for
doctoral, master’s undergraduate, and educator licensure; and an assessment director. The Riley
College also employs 41 full-time and 508 part-time faculty members.

Faculty selections are based on an earned doctoral degree in a field appropriate to the
faculty member’s progra.m current or recent graduate teaching experience, an active research
program. (including pubhcatlons) experience mentoring graduate students and serving on
dissertation or thesis committees, other relevant supervisory experience, and the ability and
willingness to utilize electronic means to communicate with Walden students, faculty,
administration, and staff. In addition, faculty members hired to teach and supervise in the
teacher CC[‘tlflCath)n programs must currently hold or have held in the recent past state-issued
certification for the'grade level span and subject areas related to the program in which they are
teaching or supervising teacher candidates.

For admission into a master’s program, applicants must have a bachelor’s degree with a
minimum 2.3 grade point average from a United States institution that holds regional or
specialized accreditation. Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc. (ECE) must evaluate
credentials from a foreign institution as equivalent to a bachelor’s degree awarded by an
accredited institution.



Walden officials project that the University will enroll in the first year approximately 50
South Carolina residents into the M.A.T. programs.

For the 2007-2008 academic year tuition is $435 per credit hour for the first 37 credits
and $485 per credit for the final six credits. The total tuition for the program is $19,005.

Each of the programs leading to the M.A.T. degree includes a total of 43 semester credit
hours that students typically complete in 20 months. Each program includes a 13 semester-credit
core of the following courses:

EDUC 6665 h N ETeacher as Llfelong Learner and Professxonal Educator S ”‘ B ;' 7 - 3
EEDUC 67606' 7 7 7 MFToday S Classroom and the Dlverse Learner T 3
::EDUC 6607. - EEffectlve Pract:ces Assessment Teachmg and Learmng N 3
;:EDUC 6608 i.Classroom ‘Management ) ) 3
ﬁEDUC 66;697 7 %Semmar Professxonal EthICS/ Commumcatnon and Collgboratnon o i 1.

Included in the core curriculum is the demonstrated teaching experience. Students teach
at two grade levels within a local South Carolina school district. The host school selects a
supervising teacher with appropriate grade level certification and experience. A Walden faculty
member also supervises and conducts a minimum of six site visits within the 14-week
demonstration teaching experience.

M.A.T., Early Childhood Education

The Early Childhood Education program offers an in-depth look at increasing positive
child development from infancy through grade three. Curriculum information is posted on the
web site of Walden. Following the core courses, the curriculum is delivered in the following
prescribed sequence:

'Course Code fCourse Title - 7 . 7 7 S E‘Credrltvs
EDUC 6681 - .}Early Chxldhooci Educatnon Pas? Pre's:gr:r and Future R - o 7 3 7 7
[EDUC 6682 Teaching Reading P-3 ' o 3

(EDUC 6683 . jDevelopmentaHy Appro;;.rlate Practuces for Infants & Toddiers o 3

(EDUC é684 T “Play and Learnmg fc_:r the Pre_schooi Child o 3
EDUC 6685 Teaching Mathematcs P-3 3

;‘EDUC 6686 7 iTeachmg ACrOSS the Content Areas - 3 7
{EDUC 6687 ~ Demonstration Teaching: Early Childhood Education 6
fEDUC 6621 o .‘}Educanonal Research Foundations S 3

;‘EDUC 6622 EEducanonal Research: Practical Appl]catlons o 3

The U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational QOutlook
Handbook, projects that job prospects are expected to be favorable for preschool, kindergarten,
elementary, middle, and secondary school teachers. Employment is expected to grow by 12
percent between 2006 and 2016. Most job openings will result from the need to replace the large
number of teachers who are expected to retire.



Eleven public and 15 private colleges and universities in the State offer teacher education
certification programs in early childhood education.

M.A.T., Special Education, Emotional/Behavioral Disorders (K-12)

The Special Education, Emotional/Behavioral Disorders (K-12) program offers practical
knowledge and understanding of how best to serve the educational needs and tap the potential of
students with emotional and behavioral exceptionalities. Curriculum information is posted on
the web site of Walden. Following the core courses, the curriculum is delivered in the following
prescribed sequence:

jCourse Code 7 TCourse Title o o o T »— 7 7 : Credlts E
ﬁEDuC 6691 7 v fFoundat)ons of Specnal Educatlon o e ’ o o 3
;FDUC 6692 o ?Ind:vnduahzmg Educatuon for Learners wnth D:sabihtles o rl 3” 7
EDUC 6693 B ' :]Current Issues in Assessment and Intervent«on S 3
;‘EDUC 6654 7 ;Readmg and ertmg Instructnon for Learners WIEH E;éeptrona;xﬂt;egw ) o 3
}ED0C766975 7 o iPlanmng Posmve Behawor Support Strategnes R 3
%EDVU(E 6"6‘/96 S i)nstructronal Strateg:es for Students w:th Emotnonal/Behav:oral D)so;d;;é . 3
EDUC 6699 » EDemonstrat;on Teachmg Emotuona(/Behavioral D|sorders o . 6
}véDUC _67621v 7 ‘;_Educanonal Research Foundatlons e ) B . 3
i3

{EDUC 6622 EEducatlonal Research: Practical Appl(cat(ons

The U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook
Handbook, projects that job prospects for special education teachers should be excellent.
Although student enrollments in general are expected to grow slowly, continued increases in the
number of special education students needing services and the need to replace teachers who
switch to teaching general education, change careers altogether, or retire will generate a greater
need.

U,S;C‘.-'Colu'rhbia_ offers a program leading to the M.A.T. in Special Education, Emotional
and Behavioral Disorders. In addition, the following table from the Commission’s program
inventory lists similar initial certification programs offered by independent institutions.

z,.,. Institution ?Degree 2 Institution Program Name § CiP CODE
Bob Jones University B.S., Emotional Disabilities 131005
o IMLALT. !
Converse College ]1\3411,1, |[Education of the Emotionally Handicapped [13 1005
AT, j
\Furman University %M.A. Education of the Emotionally Handicapped }T13 1005
?Southem Wesleyan University tB.S. fEducation of the Emotionally Handicapped 1131005 B




M.A.T.. Special Education, Learning Disabilities (K-12)

In the Learning Disabilities (K-12) program candidates become familiar with the
characteristics of students with learning disabilities, learn instructional methods to support
student learning, develop and design appropriate accommodations, and learn strategies for
teaching. Curriculum information is posted on the web site of Walden. Following the core
courses, the curriculum is delivered in the following prescribed sequence:

‘;Course Code - }Course Tltle o ) ir(:rédirfrs
JEDUC 6691 o V}Foundamons of Spec:al Educatxon 3
'EDUC 6692 - Individualizing Educatron for Learners wrth Dlsabnhnes - 3
fEDUC 6693- o M;‘Current Issues m Assessment and Interventlon AT 3
{EDUC 6694 ) o iReadmg and ertmg lnstructuon For Learners W«th Exceptronahtnes o i 3
EDUC 6695 o ﬂ;fPlanmng Posmve Behav:or Support Strategxes L . 3
:;'EDQC 66977 o Instructional Strateg:es for Students w1th Learnmg Dusabmue: i B = 3
§EDUC 6698. S fDemonstratmn Teachmg Learmng D\sab|ht|es R . ' . 6
fEDUC 6621 7 ) viEducat)onal Research Foundanons ‘7 - B ) 3
?EDUC 6622 o 7 '{Educatlonal Research: P(’BCUCBI Apphcatnons o - 3

The U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Qutlook
Handbook, projects that job prospects are expected to be excellent because of the increases in
the number of special education students needing services. Employment is expected to grow by
15 percent between 2006 and 2016.

U.S.C.-Columbia offers a program leading to the M.A.T. degree in Special Education,
Learning Disabilities; Francis Marion University offers a program leading to the M.A.T. degree
in Learning Disabilities; and U.S.C.-Upstate offers a program leading to the B.S., Special
Education, Learning Disabilities. The following table from the Commission’s academic
inventory shows 1ndependent institutions that offer initial certification programs with similar
titles. ‘ -

E N - Institution IDegree i Institution Program Name {CIP CODE
R CoBs,
Bob Jones U‘_.n.1‘.y‘er51t4y _“:‘;:.?_’}M AT Learning Disabilities 131011
U IB.A., : e , : ‘{
Converse College - - IMAT Education of the Specific Learning Disabled {13101 1
fFurman University :‘_f A {M.A. EEducation of the Specific Learning Disabled §13101 1
§Southern Wesleyan University er.S. [Education of the Specific Learning Disabled {13101 l

In addition, six public and seven private colleges and universities in the State offer
teacher education certification programs in special education.



Recommendation

The staff recommends that the Committee on Academic Affairs and Licensing commend
favorably to the Commission an amendment to the license of Walden University to allow the
institution to begin recruiting immediately South Carolina residents into programs leading to the
M.A.T. degree in (1) Early Childhood Education (Birth — Grade three) and (2) Special
Education.



