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Entrance Requirements

The Commission on Higher Education (CHE) collects data on institutions’ entrance requirements, preparation of entering freshmen, and developmental course offerings.  Portions of these data are used in performance funding evaluations for Critical Success Factor 6, Entrance Requirements; 6A - SAT and ACT Scores of Entering Freshmen; 6B – High School Standing, Grade Point Averages (GPA), and Activities; 6C – Postsecondary, Non-academic Achievement of Student Body; and 6D – Priority on Enrolling In-state Students.

Data on SAT and ACT scores (Figure 6.1) and high school rank and GPA’s (Figure 6.2) indicate a general increase in admission standards for research universities, and variable outcomes  for four-year colleges and universities and two-year branches of USC.

Table 6.1 outlines the success of students in developmental courses.  The research universities, however, do not offer these courses and the four-year colleges and universities have reduced or eliminated developmental courses entirely.

Act 255 of 1992, as amended, requires information to be reported on the “percent of graduate students who received undergraduate degrees at the institutions, within the State, within the United States, and from other nations.”  This information can be found in Table 6.2, with two years of data shown.

Admission standards for South Carolina’s public in-state institutions are addressed more thoroughly in Table 6.3 and Figures 6.3 and 6.4.  The data excerpted here are from a report on admissions standards that is prepared annually by CHE’s Division of Academic Affairs and can be accessed at www.che400.state.sc.us.   A summary of the report is provided in the illustrations named above.  The State Technical and Comprehensive Education System is currently updating its capability to track its graduates as they transfer to senior institutions.  Their reports are anticipated for the January 2003 publication of “A Closer Look” and will include information on the success of students in developmental courses after some time of matriculation at a senior institution.  

SAT and ACT Scores of Entering Freshmen

Performance Indicator 6A – SAT Scores of the Student Body measures the percent of first-time freshmen who meet or exceed Commission-approved target scores on the SAT or ACT.  Math and verbal scores for the SAT and composite ACT scores for all first-time entering freshmen test takers including provisional students are considered.  The data shown below are representative of SAT scores of 1000 and higher and ACT scores of 21 and higher.  This measure is not applicable to MUSC or the Technical College Sector.

Figure 6.1
Source:  CHEMIS Data
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The data to the left display the percent of first-time freshmen with SAT scores of 1000 or higher or ACT scores of 21or higher.  For Fall 2000 data, an “Achieves” range of 60% to 74% applied. Above this range is scored as “Exceeds.” This measure is not applicable to MUSC.

Four-Year Colleges and Universities, Fall 1998 – Fall 2000
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The four-year teaching institutions are illustrated below with their percent of first-time freshmen scoring 1000 or higher on the SAT or 20 or higher on the ACT.  For Fall 2000 data, an “Achieves” range of 30% to 59% applied. Above this range is scored as “Exceeds.”
[image: image4.emf]0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Fall 1998 Fall 1999 Fall 2000

Fall 1998

30.0% 24.0% 17.5% 39.3% 24.6%

Fall 1999

27.3% 26.7% 17.2% 33.9% 19.7%

Fall 2000

32.6% 21.4% 18.0% 32.9% 23.1%

USC-BeaufortUSC-Lancaster USC-Salk. USC-Sumter USC-Union


Two-Year Institutions-Branches of USC
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For the two-year campuses of USC, the percent of first-time entering freshmen scoring 1000 or higher on the SAT or 20 or higher on the ACT are displayed at right.  For Fall 2000 data, an “Achieves” range of 15% to 29% applied. Above this range is scored as “Exceeds.” 

Achievement Before College

Performance Indicator 6B – High School Standing, Grade Point Averages, and Activities of the Student Body measures the percent of first-time entering freshmen who 1) have a high school rank in the top 30% of their senior class or 2) have a converted GPA of 3.0 or higher upon completion of their senior year.  This measure is not applicable to MUSC or the Technical College Sector.

Figure 6.2
Source:  CHEMIS Data
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Data for the Research Universities displayed at right show the percent of first-time entering freshmen who ranked in the top 30% of their HS senior class or had a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  This measure is not applicable to MUSC. The range for a score of “Achieves” is 75 – 89%. 

Four-Year Colleges and Universities, Fall 1998 – Fall 2000
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Data for the nine four-year teaching institutions shown below represent the percent of first-time freshmen who ranked in the top 30% of their HS senior class or had a GPA of 3.0 or higher. The range for a score of “Achieves” is 50 – 64%.
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Two-Year Institutions-Branches of USC, Fall 1998 – Fall 2000
Data for the two-year campuses of USC shown to the left display the percent of their first-time freshmen who ranked in the top 30% of their HS senior class OR had a 3.0 GPA or higher. The range for a score of “Achieves” is 335 – 49%.

Success of Students in Developmental Courses

Students are usually enrolled in developmental courses because they have been determined by the institution to lack certain skills that are needed for college level work.   None of the research universities provide such courses. A shrinking number of public institutions offer from one to three courses in such areas as written composition, reading, and mathematics. These courses are being phased out in the four-year colleges and universities. During the period for which the data in this table were collected, several senior institutions contracted with a nearby technical college to offer some developmental courses.  Students who complete such courses at technical colleges are not included in this report, although the Technical College Sector is preparing data to be shown next year.

Table 6.1

Source:  Institutional IE Reports to CHE and CHEMIS Data

	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS
	
	COURSE REGISTRATION
	
	

	Institution
	YEAR (Fall Term)
	
	ENROLLMENT - Full Time, First-Time Freshmen

 (CHEMIS Data)
	
	
	# Taking at least one dev. course
	
	% Taking at least one dev. course
	
	# Exiting all dev. courses
	
	# Completing appropriate entry-level courses
	
	% Completing appropriate entry-level courses

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Four-Year Colleges & Universities 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citadel
	
	
	These 3 institutions have had no remedial courses in this time-frame
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coastal Carolina
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winthrop
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	College of Charleston
	1997
	
	1,567
	
	
	48
	
	3%
	
	45
	
	42
	
	93%

	
	1998
	
	1,935
	
	
	46
	
	2%
	
	39
	
	35
	
	90%

	
	1999
	
	2,074
	
	
	48
	
	2%
	
	31
	
	30
	
	97%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Francis Marion
	1997
	
	582
	
	
	54
	
	9%
	
	48
	
	36
	
	75%

	
	1998
	
	646
	
	
	40
	
	6%
	
	33
	
	28
	
	85%

	
	1999
	
	570
	
	
	36
	
	6%
	
	34
	
	24
	
	71%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lander
	1997
	
	433
	
	
	32
	
	7%
	
	27
	
	20
	
	74%

	
	1998
	
	487
	
	
	72
	
	15%
	
	56
	
	42
	
	75%

	
	1999
	
	N/A
	
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SC State
	1997
	
	601
	
	
	228
	
	38%
	
	253
	
	210
	
	83%

	
	1998
	
	739
	
	
	361
	
	49%
	
	375
	
	319
	
	85%

	
	1999
	
	680
	
	
	101
	
	15%
	
	97
	
	93
	
	96%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USC-Aiken
	1997
	
	342
	
	
	3
	
	1%
	
	4
	
	1
	
	25%

	
	1998
	
	N/A
	
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A

	
	1999
	
	N/A
	
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USC-Spartanburg
	1997
	
	539
	
	
	144
	
	27%
	
	111
	
	63
	
	58%

	
	1998
	
	547
	
	
	149
	
	27%
	
	100
	
	69
	
	69%

	
	1999
	
	N/A
	
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	
	N/A 
	
	N/A
	
	N/A



Sources of First-Time Degrees for Graduate Students

The following table summarizes the data on the sources of undergraduate degrees for first-time, degree-seeking graduates at the state’s public institutions.  Two years of data are shown in the table.

Table 6.2

Source:  CHEMIS Data

	
	
	
	First-time, Degree-seeking Graduate Enrollment
	
	Undergraduate Degrees Were Received From:

	Institution
	Year
	
	
	
	Reporting Institution
	
	Other SC Institutions
	
	Other U.S. Institutions
	
	Non-U.S. Institutions
	
	Unknown

	
	
	
	
	
	#
	%
	
	#
	%
	
	#
	%
	
	#
	%
	
	#
	%

	Research Universities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clemson
	Fall 99
	
	874
	
	238
	27.2%
	
	130
	14.9%
	
	248
	28.4%
	
	212
	24.3%
	
	46
	5.3%

	
	Fall 00
	
	744
	
	178
	23.9%
	
	108
	14.5%
	
	193
	25.9%
	
	203
	27.3%
	
	62
	8.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USC Columbia
	Fall 99
	
	970
	
	2
	0.2%
	
	81
	8.4%
	
	735
	75.8%
	
	152
	15.7%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	Fall 00
	
	1003
	
	5
	0.5%
	
	85
	8.5%
	
	768
	76.6%
	
	145
	14.5%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MUSC
	Fall 99
	
	246
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	138
	56.1%
	
	77
	31.3%
	
	2
	0.8%
	
	29
	11.8%

	
	Fall 00
	
	264
	
	2
	0.8%
	
	145
	54.9%
	
	103
	39.0%
	
	11
	4.2%
	
	3
	1.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sector Totals
	Fall 99
	
	2,090
	
	249
	11.5%
	
	349
	16.7%
	
	1,060
	50.7%
	
	366
	17.5%
	
	75
	3.6%

	
	Fall 00
	
	2,011
	
	185
	9.2%
	
	338
	16.8%
	
	1064
	52.9%
	
	359
	17.9%
	
	65
	3.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Four-Year Colleges & Universities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Citadel
	Fall 99
	
	228
	
	16
	7.0%
	
	90
	39.5%
	
	88
	38.6%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	34
	14.9%

	
	Fall 00
	
	191
	
	12
	6.3%
	
	82
	42.9%
	
	70
	36.7%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	27
	14.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coastal Carolina
	Fall 99
	
	14
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	4
	28.6%
	
	2
	14.3%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	8
	57.1%

	
	Fall 00
	
	21
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	10
	47.6%
	
	4
	19.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	7
	33.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coll. Of Charleston
	Fall 99
	
	126
	
	43
	34.1%
	
	29
	23.0%
	
	52
	41.3%
	
	2
	1.6%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	127
	
	34
	26.8%
	
	58
	45.7%
	
	1
	0.8%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Francis Marion
	Fall 99
	
	34
	
	12
	35.3%
	
	13
	38.2%
	
	9
	26.5%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	Fall 00
	
	42
	
	11
	26.2%
	
	16
	38.1%
	
	15
	35.7%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lander
	Fall 99
	
	12
	
	7
	58.3%
	
	5
	41.7%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	Fall 00
	
	20
	
	11
	55.0%
	
	9
	45.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SC State
	Fall 99
	
	26
	
	12
	46.2%
	
	6
	23.1%
	
	7
	26.9%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	1
	3.9%

	
	Fall 00
	
	81
	
	22
	27.2%
	
	22
	27.2%
	
	14
	17.3%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	23
	28.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USC-Aiken
	Fall 99
	
	11
	
	1
	9.1%
	
	2
	18.2%
	
	8
	72.7%
	
	0
	0.0%
	 
	0
	0.0%

	
	Fall 00
	
	7
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	7
	100%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	USC-Spartanburg
	Fall 99
	
	1
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	1
	100.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%
	
	0
	0.0%

	
	Fall 00
	
	0
	
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winthrop
	Fall 99
	
	204
	
	70
	34.3%
	
	51
	25.0%
	
	73
	35.8%
	
	9
	4.4%
	
	1
	0.5%

	
	Fall 00
	
	231
	
	69
	29.9%
	
	65
	28.1%
	
	86
	37.2%
	
	9
	3.9%
	
	3
	1.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sector Totals
	Fall 99
	
	656
	
	161
	24.5%
	
	201
	30.6%
	
	239
	36.4%
	
	11
	1.7%
	
	44
	6.7%

	
	Fall 00
	
	720
	
	159
	22.1%
	
	262
	36.4%
	
	197
	24.4%
	
	9
	1.3%
	
	60
	8.3%


 Admission Standards
Annually, SC public institutions of higher education report to the Commission on Higher Education (CHE) on admission standards for first-time entering freshmen.  The Division of Academic Affairs compiles a report, “Annual Report on Admission Standards for First-Time Entering Freshmen” based on information submitted from institutions. A copy of the full report can be found at http://www.che400.state.sc.us and then selecting the Division of Academic Affairs.  Some of the data reported include high school course prerequisites for college admission taken by applicants, SAT/ACT scores of applicants, provisional admissions, and applications, acceptance and enrollment.  Table 6.3 details the number and percent of students who applied for and were offered admission at each public senior institution.  Over the three years shown, the number of applications to South Carolina's public senior institutions has shown a higher increase than the number of applicants offered admission.  The overall percent offered admission shows a decline across the two years.  

Table 6.3  Applications and Admission Offers, SC Senior Public Institutions, Fall 1998 to Fall 2000

Source:  From CHE’s “Annual Report on Admission Standards for First-time Entering Freshmen”
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Total for SC Senior Inst. 45,160 29,922 66% 42,615           29,209        69% 41,844           29,121         70%

Research Institution Total 20,431 13,587

67%

19,663           13,328        68% 20,017           13,987         70%

Clemson

10,472 6,685 64% 9,501             6,484          68% 9,359             6,458           69%

USC Columbia

9,959 6,902 69% 10,162           6,844          67% 10,658           7,529           71%

Four-Yr Colleges and 

Universities Total 24,729 16,335 66% 22,952           15,901        69% 21,827           15,134         69%

Citadel

1,804 1,449 80% 1,507             1,198          79% 1,473             1,191           81%

Coastal

2,533 1,813 72% 2,420             1,753          72% 2,426             1,912           79%

Coll of Charleston

7,953 5,321 67% 7,208             4,799          67% 6,966             4,551           65%

Francis Marion

1,632 1,257 77% 1,520             1,216          80% 1,486             908              61%

Lander

1,441 1,165 81% 1,438             1,227          85% 1,325             1,175           89%

SC State

3,720 1,487 40% 3,420             1,708          50% 3,147             1,894           60%

USC Aiken

1,321 846 64% 1,193             696             58% 1,094             756              69%

USC Spartanburg

1,356 834 62% 1,232             1,043          85% 1,259             728              58%

Winthrop

2,969 2,163 73% 3,014             2,261          75% 2,651             2,019           76%


Figure  6.3  Percent of Applicants Offered Admission who Subsequently Accepted and Enrolled, Fall 1998 to Fall 2000
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Source:  CHE’s “Annual Report on Admission Standards for First-time Entering Freshmen” 


Admission Standards (cont.)

Figure 6.4 shows a comparison of the average SAT/ACT combined score of first-time entering freshmen for each institution for 1998,1999, and 2000.  In order to calculate the average, ACT scores are converted to SAT equivalents using the ACT/SAT Concordance tables.  All entering freshmen including foreign, provisional and students over 22 years are included.  Across South Carolina's 4- and 2-year institutions 14% of first-time entering freshmen in Fall 2000 reported ACT scores only. This is an increase over the 1999 number of less than 10%. The data in Figure 6.4 are reviewed annually by the CHE as part of its annual report on admission standards of first-time entering freshmen.  As was also indicated in Figure 6.1, which detailed the percent of freshmen with scores greater than 1000 SAT and 21 ACT, the data shown here indicate that there have been variations among institutions in change in the combined SAT/ACT mean of all first-time entering freshmen for both the public senior institutions and the two-year campuses of USC over the past two years, with most institutions showing slight gains.

Figure 6.4  Average SAT/ACT Combined Scores of ALL First-Time Entering Freshmen  

Source:  From CHE’s “Annual Report on Admission Standards for First-time Entering Freshmen”
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Research and Teaching Universities

Research Sector Average for 1998 is 1118, 1999 is 1127, and 2000 is 1140.

Four-Year Colleges and Universities Sector Average for 1998 is 1013, 1999 is 1018, and 2000 is 1030.

Two-Year Regional Campuses of USC
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Regional Campuses of USC Sector Average 1998 is 905, and 1999 is 905, and 2000 is 894.
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