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The South Carolina Transfer and Articulation Center (SC TRAC), available online at www.SCTRAC.org, provides
students with the information and tools needed to make sound decisions about transferring academic credits. The SC
TRAC system is an integrated, web-based solution designed to meet the needs of South Carolina’s public colleges and
universities and their students. Using SC TRAC, students can better plan their progression to a degree by identifying and
taking courses that will transfer toward a degree program at a public institution. Such a system is especially needed in the
state given the number of transfer students. According to a 2010 report, 15,658 students enrolled in public institutions in
the state in 2008 were transfer students, an increase of 9.6% from the previous year and an increase of 16.8% from two
years prior. SC TRAC is a great example of institutional collaboration and effectiveness as well as an important resource
for students. Additionally, the implementation of the SC TRAC system supports the strategic goals and objectives of South
Carolina’s Education and Economic Development Act of 2005.

The SC TRAC web portal:
e displays detailed and up-to-date transfer information, including course equivalencies;
e enables institutions to display articulation information that addresses college transfer and helps students succeed
across institutions by providing improved guidance;
e enables institutions to coordinate formal and informal alignment efforts with other institutions; and
e improves student advising, tracking, and persistence to foster student degree completion.

With the SC TRAC system, institutions use software tools that enable them to:
e publish their transfer agreements, codify the agreements, and promote them to students;
e create equivalencies by mapping courses at other institutions to courses at their institution, record the
equivalencies in the database, and provide updates;
e display a summary of transfer attributes so that institutions can promote their programs and services; and
e upload their current academic programs.

SC TRAC allows institutions of higher education to communicate with students about transfer policies, course
equivalencies, and articulation agreements. The portal is designed to help students make better choices and avoid taking
courses which will not count toward a degree. Using SC TRAC, students can easily:

e locate information related to transfer and access transfer agreements;

e search for course equivalencies to determine how courses taken at one institution will transfer to another; and

e find detailed and up-to-date information on degree pathways.

The SC TRAC system also interfaces with each public institution’s student information system. For example, equivalency
data from each institution is synchronized with the SC TRAC database to save institutions the time and effort of recording
course equivalencies in two places. The Coursework Importer is a secure interface between an institution’s student
information system and the SC TRAC system. This feature enables the import of an individual student’s coursework
history (including each course taken, when the course was taken, the grade earned for the course, and the number of
credits earned), saving the student time and effort since there is no need to input data manually.

The SC TRAC system has already proven to be an asset to both students and the public institutions in the state. For
example, Dr. Barbara Buckner, former Associate Provost at Coastal Carolina University, described how a transfer student
admitted to her institution received transfer credit for 15 more credits than were originally granted after using SC TRAC
with a transfer counselor. In all, the student avoided repeating and paying twice for courses already taken.

In March 2011, the Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC) announced SC TRAC as the winner of PESC’s 12th
Annual Competition for Best Practices. SC TRAC received high praise from the Board Review Committee for Best Practices
because the system “focuses strategically on a high risk population (transfer students) through collaboration and the use
of centralized resources and infrastructure, resulting in a robust, statewide solution that streamlines student transfer
steps.” The receipt of such a prestigious national award recognized South Carolina’s commitment to ensuring seamless
transitions for students from secondary to postsecondary education.



