South Carolina State University
New Residence Facility
South Carolina State University (SCSU) is in need of additional and replacement residence facility on its campus. Currently housing at SCSU consists of thirteen dormitories with a total capacity of 2,031 beds and a current capacity of 1900.  The difference between the total and current capacity is the number of beds that are currently off-line and not being utilized for student housing.  All dorms rooms are furnished and rent includes all utilities and local phone service.  All residents of on-campus housing are required to participate in the campus dining program. The current occupancy rate for fall 2004 was 97%. The residence halls utilize nine-month academic year leases.
The University newest dorm, a six-story brick structure, was constructed in 1994 and has a capacity of 201 beds.  SCSU  has three dorms constructed in the 1970’s, three in the 1960’s, three in the 1950’s and three dorms constructed prior to 1940(two of which were constructed in 1916).  Many of the housing units are dormitory style with common showers. Student survey reveals a need for two bedroom apartments with two bathrooms and four bedroom apartments with two bathrooms.  Other key considerations are price, maintenance, cleanliness, security, computer center, washer and dryers, microwaves and other modern amenities.
Based on historical trends, an average of 50% of the total undergraduate enrollment at SCSU lives in on-campus housing.  This ratio has remained fairly stable since 1995, ranging from 47% to 53%. Currently SCSU is more than 300 beds short, and with an expected increase in the fall 2004 enrollment, this problem is expected to escalate.  This is requiring the University to assist student in finding off-campus housing.  In addition to the current shortfall, three dorms desperately need to be taken offline and demolished.  These three dorms currently house nearly 500 students.

PLAN

SCSU plans to construct approximately 750 bed apartment style housing on its campus.  The site is located on a twelve acre site near Buckley and Goff streets.  It is projected that the construction cost will be approximately $25 million.  This will take care of the current demand and allow the university to begin phasing out the older dormitories. The current housing fees are sufficient to service the debt on the new facilities.  This Fall students will begin paying housing fees of 18% more than the previous year which is still somewhat less than   SCSU peer  charge its students.
