Legislative Updates of interest for Higher Education
Week of February 26 – March 2, 2007:
In the House –  
On Tuesday, the House Education and Public Works Committee met and voted to amend and report out favorably to the House a bill relating to the Teacher Loan program (H.3162).  This bill requires CHE to establish, appoint and maintain an advisory board for this program.
On Wednesday, the Higher Education Subcommittee of the House Education and Public Works Committee met and continued deliberations on a bill, H.3476, which provides for alternative teacher certification program for persons passing an ABCTE exam.  The subcommittee amended this bill and will report it to the full Committee during the upcoming week.  The subcommittee also considered a bill relating to SC residents who have attended high schools in another state and eligibility for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE scholarship programs.  This bill, H.3379, would amend and put into permanent code a temporary budget proviso that was implemented this year.  If passed, it would continue to enable these students to use a high school rank provided that it is calculated per a state-approved, standardized grading system for purposes of meeting eligibility requirements for the Palmetto Fellows and LIFE scholarships.  Under the current provision, the rank must be calculated per SC’s uniform grading scale.  A similar provision to amend the existing budget proviso is being recommended by House Ways and Means as part of its FY 07-08 budget recommendations.  H.3379 will also be considered by the full House Education and Public Works Committee in the upcoming week.  
As reported last week, House deliberations on the budget recommendations of the House Ways and Means Committee are expected to begin the week of March 12th.

In the Senate – The full Senate Education Committee met on Wednesday.  The members heard testimony on Clemson’s Call Me MISTER program and watched a recent ABC News report on this program.  The program’s Executive Director, Dr. Roy Jones, and two participants spoke on the program.  A copy of the newsclip (Wanted: Male Teachers) and related story that ran on February 3, 2007, on ABC News is accessible at http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/story?id=2847296&page=1 
The Education Committee also considered the favorable subcommittee report on legislation, S.291, which provides additional incentives in the form of loans that may be forgiven for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE scholarship recipients who have taken 60 hours and who are majoring education, science and math disciplines.  The bill, as amended by the Education Committee, provides an additional amount of up to $3300 for the eligible Palmetto Fellows recipients and up to $2500 for the eligible LIFE recipients in the form of a loan that could be forgiven in five years.  Loan forgiveness is at a rate of 20% for each year of work in South Carolina after graduation.

Budget Subcommittees of Senate Finance have begun to hold agency budget hearings.  The Higher Education Budget Subcommittee will begin its hearings on Thursday, March 15, with The Commission on Higher Education and Clemson University.  The subcommittee is expected to hear from USC, SC Tuition Grants Commission, The State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education, MUSC, AHEC and The Citadel during the week of March 19, and from Francis Marion, SC State, Lander, College of Charleston, Coastal Carolina and Winthrop during the week of March 26.
