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Project Mission

To provide an integrated, web-based solution
with associated tools to meet the course
articulation and college transfer needs of South
Carolina’s public colleges and universities and
their students.

The system allows for institutional autonomy,
flexibility, and individual practice in serving
stakeholders.
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Project Description

The South Carolina Transfer and Articulation
Center (SC TRAC) provides students with the
information and tools needed to make sound
decisions about transferring academic credit.

Using SC TRAC, students can better plan their
progression to a degree by identifying and
taking courses that will transfer toward a
degree program at a public institution.
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Project Description (continued)

The SC TRAC system:

e displays detailed and up-to-date transfer information,
including course equivalencies;

e enables institutions to display articulation information
and helps students succeed across institutions by
providing improved guidance;

e enables institutions to coordinate formal and informal
alignment efforts with other institutions; and

e improves student advising, tracking, and persistence
to foster student degree completion.
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Project Phases

The multi-year project consists of several
phased deliverables:

* Phase One — Software Tools Implementation
— Completed

* Phase Two — Deployment of the Customized
Web Portal — Completed

* Phase Three — Institutional Systems Interface
Implementation — In Progress
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Phase One — Software Tools Implementation

Each institution received the following software tools:

1. The Transfer Agreement Management Center (TAMC)
enables institutions to publish their transfer agreements,
codify them, and promote them to prospective students.

2. The Course Equivalency Management Center (CEMC)
helps institutions map courses at other institutions to
their courses, record them in the database as course
equivalencies, and provide updates.

3. The Transfer Profile Management Center (TPMC)
provides a summary of transfer attributes and enables
institutions to promote their programs and services.
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Phase Two — Custom Portal Development
www.SCTRAC.org

The portal, www.sctrac.org, launched on April 1,
2010, serves as the main interface for South
Carolina institutions to communicate with
students. Using the site, students can easily:

e locate information related to transfer and access
transfer agreements;

* search for course equivalencies to determine
how courses taken at one institution will transfer
to another; and

e find detailed and up-to-date information on
degree pathways.
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Phase Three — Institutional Systems Interface
Implementation

* Interfacing each institution’s information system and
associated data with SC TRAC:

— The Equivalency Synchronizer implemented at the
four-year institutions synchronizes equivalency data
from the institution with the SC TRAC database to
save institution the time and effort of recording
course equivalencies in two places.
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Phase Three — Institutional Systems Interface
Implementation (continued)

— The Coursework Importer implemented at the two-
year institutions is a secure interface between an
institution’s student information system and the SC
TRAC system.

It enables the import of an individual student’s
coursework history (including each course taken,
when the course was taken, the grade earned for the
course, and the number of credits earned), saving the
student time and effort since there is no need to input
data manually.
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Project Plans for 2010-11

Plans for this year include:

Adding equivalencies for Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate coursework.

Ensuring that all institutional equivalencies for courses
included in the statewide transfer agreement (known as
the “List of South Carolina Universally Transferable
Courses”) are included in the system.

Implementing the EquivalencY1 Synchronizer interface at
two-year institutions that wish to take advantage of this
functionality.

Hosting a user group conference in February 2011.

Working collaboratively with institutions to identify,
design, and implement additional functionalities for the
system.
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Demonstration of SC TRAC
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Questions?

Trena Houp
Program Manager
SC Commission
on Higher Education

thoup@che.sc.gov
803.737.4853

Contacts

Clint Mullins
Program Manager
SC Commission
on Higher Education

cmullins@che.sc.gov
803.737.0141



