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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE           Need-based Grant Regulations FA01-02

TO: 
Institutional Representatives, S.C. Need-based Grants Program

Public Colleges and Universities

FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
NBG Awarded to Students in Custody of SC Department of Social Services

ISSUANCE DATE:

July 25, 2001

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately

EXPIRATION DATE:

Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions of recent legislation (Attachment #1) that requires institutions to award the allowed maximum in Need-based Grant funds to students who are in the custody of the South Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS).  No additional funds will be allocated to implement this legislative change. 

Guideline

Beginning with the fall 2001 term, all institutions must award the maximum allowable Need-based Grant ($2,500 if full-time or $1,250 if part-time) to students who are in the custody of DSS.  However, an institution should not award the maximum amount if, by doing so, this causes the student to exceed the unmet need in accordance with Title IV regulations.  In accordance with Section 62-455.B, in determining the amount awarded for the Need-based Grant, all other sources of gift assistance must be applied to the total cost-of-attendance in accordance with Title IV regulations before calculating the unmet need and awarding the grant.
Students who are in custody of DSS must meet all eligibility requirements stipulated under currently approved Need-based Grant regulations in order to be eligible to receive Need-based Grant funding.  This would include any priority deadlines or additional guidelines as established by the institution.  If an otherwise eligible student does not meet the priority deadline, the institutions should give first priority to these students if funds become available at a later date.
Students who may be eligible under this provision are responsible for contacting the institution and providing official verification to the institution that he/she is in custody of DSS before awarding a Need-based Grant.  Acceptable verification shall include a letter from DSS (Attachment #2).   

We anticipate a very low number of students will be affected by the implementation of this legislation.  Because these students would have most likely been awarded the Need-based Grant without the approval of the attached legislation due to a low EFC, institutions should only need to adjust the award to the maximum allowable amount instead of the institutional award amounts.

The regulations for the Need-based Grant Program are available on our website at http://www.che400.state.sc.us/web/Student/Need%20Based/NBG%20Regulations.html. If you should have any questions, please contact Dr. Karen Woodfaulk at (803) 737-2244 or Ms. Sherry L. Hubbard at (803) 737-2262 or e-mail shubbard@che400.state.sc.us.

cc:       Mr. Eddie Shannon, Executive Director, S.C. Higher Education Tuition Grants Commission


Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services


Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Coordinator for the S.C. Need-based Grant

