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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE NUMBER:    
SCHOLARSHIPS FA03-01

TO:

Financial Aid Officers, 



Eligible Public and Independent Institutions

FROM:
Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services



South Carolina Commission on Higher Education

RE:

Initial College Enrollment Date for Dually Enrolled High School Students

ISSUANCE DATE:

May 16, 2003

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Academic Year 2003-04
EXPIRATION DATE:
Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions that the initial college enrollment date for the HOPE and LIFE Scholarships may be affected for those dually enrolled high school students who choose to receive Lottery Tuition Assistance. 
Guideline
The Commission staff recommends that the institutions inform all relevant personnel that effective Fall 2003, the initial college enrollment date for the HOPE and LIFE Scholarship Programs will commence for dually enrolled high school students receiving LTAP.  Since this was the first year of LTAP implementation, there will be a waiver of the initial college enrollment for any dually enrolled students who received LTAP during 2002-03.
According to the LIFE and HOPE Scholarship regulations, first-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment.  The credit hours earned will not count against the terms of eligibility, but may be used toward the credit hour requirement.  Therefore, high school graduates may be eligible to receive LTAP during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment.  
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We strongly encourage dually enrolled high school students to enroll as non-degree seeking students.  However, if they choose to receive LTAP, the institution must include a certification statement signed by the student to ensure that the student is aware that his/her initial college enrollment date will begin as a degree-seeking student which may affect their eligibility for the HOPE and LIFE Scholarship Programs.  In addition, students should be informed that their eligibility for other scholarship programs may also be affected.
Questions

If you have any questions, concerns or need clarification regarding this directive, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, 803-737-2244, or Ms. Bichevia Green, Coordinator for HOPE and LIFE, 803-737-2280.

cc:
District Superintendents and Guidance Directors 


Dr. Russ Bumba, South Carolina Technical College System
