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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE           LIFE, LTAP & HOPE     SP03-01 

TO:
Directors of Enrollment Management, Financial Aid and Admissions
Participating Colleges and Universities
FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
Early Graduation Guidelines
CC:
Directors of Guidance at Public and Private South Carolina High Schools


Presidents of South Carolina Home School Associations

ISSUANCE DATE:

January 13, 2003
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Spring 2003
EXPIRATION DATE:
Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions that the Commission on Higher Education has implemented the use of an Early Graduation Application Form for the LIFE Scholarship, Lottery Tuition Assistance (LTAP), and SC HOPE Scholarship Programs.  For LTAP, this form only applies to the USC Two-year Regional Campuses and Spartanburg Methodist College.  This process has been implemented to allow students who complete all high school graduation requirements prior to their official graduation date in May/June to be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship, LTAP, or SC HOPE Scholarship, if they meet all initial and general eligibility criteria. 
Guideline

A copy of the Early Graduation Form is enclosed and may be copied as needed.  The form is also available on the Commission on Higher Education’s website at www.che400.state.sc.us.  Please inform all students who are requesting to receive the LIFE Scholarship, LTAP, or SC HOPE Scholarship that they must complete the Early Graduation Form and return it along with an official letter from the high school principal and an official high school transcript in one packet to the Commission on Higher Education by mail before their request can be processed.  Upon review of the completed application, the Commission will notify the student and the institution of the rendered decision.  
LIFE & SC HOPE Scholarship Programs Only:

Classified as a Degree-seeking Student

Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term or equivalent) and are classified as degree-seeking will automatically begin their initial college enrollment.  To receive the scholarship in the spring, the student must meet the initial and general eligibility criteria for first-time entering freshmen as well as seek approval from CHE by completing the Early Graduation Application Form.
Classified as a Special Student

Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term or equivalent) and are classified as special students will not begin their initial college enrollment for purposes of the LIFE or SC HOPE Scholarship Programs.  It is not necessary for special students to complete the Early Graduation Application Form.  In order to determine eligibility upon the student’s official high school graduation in May/June, the student must meet the initial and general eligibility criteria for   first-time entering freshmen.

Transfer Form
If an early graduate plans to transfer to another institution, the student must complete the Early Graduation Transfer Form available on CHE’s website.
Questions

If you have any questions regarding this directive, please contact Ms. Bichevia Green, LIFE and SC HOPE Scholarship Program Coordinator, at (803) 737-2280 or bgreen@che400.state.sc.us or Ms. Sherry Hubbard, LTAP Coordinator, at (803) 737-2262 or shubbard@che400.state.sc.us. 
