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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE             LIFE Scholarship Regulation FA02-03
TO:

Director of Financial Aid, Director of Admissions, and Dean of Enrollment
LIFE Scholarship Eligible Institutions

FR:

Student Services Division

RE:

LIFE Scholarship Eligibility Requirements

CC:

Directors of Guidance at Public and Private South Carolina High Schools
Presidents of South Carolina Home School Associations
ISSUANCE DATE:

July 12, 2002

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately

EXPIRATION DATE:

Indefinitely

Purpose
To advise institutions of the requirements for determining eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship as set forth in H.4879.
Background
On June 3, 2002 the General Assembly approved H.4879.  As a result, several amendments were made to the LIFE Scholarship Program beginning academic year 2002-03.  By issuing this directive, the Commission on Higher Education would like to re-emphasize the eligibility criteria and the administration of the program.

2002 Legislative Amendments

1. The award amount of the LIFE Scholarship is increased from $3,000 to the cost-of-tuition, not to exceed $4,700, plus a $300 book allowance per year at any SC four-year public institution and the average cost-of-tuition at the State’s four-year public institutions, not to exceed $4,700, plus a $300 book allowance at any SC four-year private institution.  

2. Students attending a two-year public, private, or technical college will receive a $300 book allowance.

3. The May 1995 high school graduation date requirement has been waived.
4. Removal of the two-year and three-month college enrollment requirement.
5. The initial eligibility criteria for first-time entering freshmen changed from a 3.0 GPA and 1100 SAT to meeting two of the following three criteria: 1) 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale, Uniform Grading Scale (UGS), or approved policy of the school district, 2) 1100 SAT/24 ACT, 3) Top 30% of the graduating class.

2002-03 Award Amount 
	Eligible Institutions
	Award Amount*

	Four-year Public
	Cost-of-tuition, not to exceed $4,700 plus a $300 book allowance

	Four-year Independent
	$4,700 plus a $300 book allowance

	Two-year Public
	$3,080 plus a $300 book allowance

	Technical
	Cost-of-tuition plus a $300 book allowance

	Two-year Independent
	$3,080 plus a $300 book allowance


*Award amounts are dispersed half in the fall term and half in the spring term.  Cost-of-tuition shall mean the amount charged for registering for credit hours of instruction and mandatory fees assessed to all students.  Other fees, charges, or cost of textbooks cannot be included.
The LIFE Scholarship in combination with all other scholarships and grants shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year.

Removal of the two-year and three-month/May 1995 graduation date requirements

Students who graduated from high school before 1995 and enrolled in college after 27 months of high school graduation may now be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship.  To determine eligibility, the student must meet the following general eligibility requirements:
· Graduate from high school or complete a home school program as prescribed by law;

· Attend an eligible South Carolina public or private college or university;

· Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of college enrollment;

· Be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident;

· Be enrolled as a full-time degree-seeking student; 

· Certify that he or she has not been convicted of any felonies and has not been convicted of any alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor convictions within the past academic year;

· Verify that he or she does not owe a refund or repayment on any federal or state financial aid; and
· Must not be eligible for or be a SC HOPE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance recipient.

In addition, the student must meet the following initial or continuing eligibility criteria:

First-time entering freshman:

Must meet two of the following three criteria to receive the LIFE Scholarship:

1) 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale, UGS, or approved policy of the school district
2) 1100 SAT/24 ACT

3) Top 30% of the graduating class
If the high school reports two grading scales, the institution may use the grading scale that would benefit the student.  However, only ONE grading scale can be used for each student to determine scholarship eligibility.  For example, a high school cannot report the UGS grade point ratio (GPR) and the rank using the high school’s approved policy for ranking.

Continuing students:
In order to earn the LIFE scholarship as a continuing student, the student must meet the following criteria:

· Earn a 3.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale consistent with the policies and procedures of the institution; and
· Earn an average of 30 credit hours (or equivalent) if a rising sophomore, 60 credit hours (or equivalent) if a rising junior, 90 credit hours (or its equivalent) if a rising senior, and 120 hours (or its equivalent) if enrolled in an approved five-year baccalaureate degree program consistent with the policies and procedures of the institution.
Terms of eligibility:

· The terms of eligibility is based on the student’s initial college enrollment date.
For example:
If a student enrolled in college in Fall 2001, the students’ last term of eligibility will be Spring 2005.
Students who enroll in college prior to Fall 1999 will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship, unless there was an extenuating circumstance that prevented the student from meeting the GPA and credit hour requirements.  These students may submit an appeals application to the Commission on Higher Education.  The deadline is October 15 of each academic year.  The Appeals Guidelines and Application are available on our website at:  http://www.che400.state.sc.us/web/Student/Appeals/Appeals%20Homepage.htm
Residency Requirements

All students must be residents of South Carolina at the time of high school graduation and at the time of enrollment at the institution, according to the State Code of Laws Sections 59-149-20(B) and 59-149-50(A) below:

Section 59-149-20(B): A student attending such a public or independent institution of this State and who is seeking a LIFE Scholarship as a freshman meets the residency requirements of this chapter if he meets the requirements of Section 59-149-50(A) in regard to high school or home school graduation requirements and is classified as a resident of South Carolina for in-state tuition purposes under Chapter 112 of this title at the time of enrollment at the institution.

Section 59-149-50(A): To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, a student must be either a member of a class graduating from a high school located in this State, a home school student who has successfully completed a high school home school program in this State in the manner required by law, or a student graduating from a preparatory high school outside this State, while a dependent of a parent or guardian who is a legal resident of this State and has custody of the dependent.
Institutions must verify that each student meets this requirement in addition to all other eligibility criteria.
Approved Home School Associations

A home school student who has successfully completed a high school home school program in this State in the manner required by law may qualify for a LIFE Scholarship, if the student has met all eligibility criteria.  In order for a home school program to qualify for a state scholarship, the program must be sanctioned according to one of the following:
1) The board of trustees of the district in which the student resides
2) The South Carolina Association of Independent Home Schools (SCAIHS)

3) A home school association approved by the State Department of Education
Attached is an updated list of home school associations approved by the State Department of Education.  Please use this list to determine eligibility of a home school student whose home school program was not under the auspices of the school district.

Transferability of GPA
The Commission staff has received a high volume of calls in regards to the non-use of grade point averages from other institutions to determine continuing eligibility.  Therefore, the Commission staff recommends (if this process has not already been implemented) that the institutions notify all students that grade point averages earned at another institution is not transferable and will not be used to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship.  Summer coursework must be taken at the home institution in order for the GPA earned to be used to determine eligibility.
GED Recipients

Beginning academic year 2002-03, General Educational Development (GED) recipients may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship their sophomore year and thereafter, if they meet the continuing eligibility requirements.  

Guideline
The Commission staff recommends that the institutions inform all relevant personnel of the 2002 legislative amendments by emphasizing the importance of verifying all information to determine LIFE Scholarship eligibility.  
The proposed regulation for the LIFE Scholarship Program is available on our website at:  http://www.che400.state.sc.us/web/Student/Lottery/Proposed%20Regulations%20Homepage.htm 
Questions

If you have any questions, concerns or need clarification regarding this directive, please contact Ms. Bichevia Green, LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, at (803) 737-2280 or bgreen@che400.state.sc.us or Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, at (803) 737-2244 or kwoodfau@che400.state.sc.us. 
