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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE           Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Regulations SU00-01

TO: 
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinators

Participating Colleges and Universities

FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
Exempted Credit Hours/Annual Credit Hour Requirement

ISSUANCE DATE:

June 9, 2000

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately

EXPIRATION DATE:

Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions that exempted credit hours (i.e., AP credit, CLEP or credit hours earned prior to the first PFS disbursement) cannot count towards the annual credit hour requirement for renewal of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.

Background

For academic year 1999-2000, the regulations for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship were revised in order to promote credit hour consistency between all State-administered scholarship and grant programs.  As you may recall, one of the revisions for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship was the required number of annual credit hours for scholarship renewal.  Prior to the 1999 fall cohort, Palmetto Fellows are required to complete 24 credit hours and earn a 3.0 cumulative grade point average by the end of the regular academic year (fall and spring terms).  However, beginning with the 1999 fall cohort, Palmetto Fellows are required to complete 30 credit hours and earn a 3.0 cumulative grade point average by the end of the academic year (fall, spring and summer terms).  Unlike the LIFE Scholarship, the regulations for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship do not allow for the use of exempted credit hours to count towards the annual credit hour requirement.  Palmetto Fellows must actually take and earn the required number of credit hours each academic year for scholarship renewal.

Section 62-335.D.3 of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Regulations state:


“In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after the

initial year, the student must complete a minimum of 30 credit hours by the

end of the academic year . . .”

As a result of this recent change in the regulations, the Commission staff has been experiencing a high volume of calls in regards to the use of exempted credit hours for the renewal of the scholarship.  Therefore, to ensure that institutions are assessing students for renewal in accordance with the revised requirements, the following guidelines are being issued.

Guideline

The Commission staff recommends that the institutions inform all relevant personnel of the non-use of exempted credit hours towards the annual credit hour requirement for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.  Institutions should emphasize to their relevant personnel that the policy regarding the use of exempted credit hours differs for the LIFE and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Programs.  Additionally, Commission staff recommends (if this process has not been implemented) that the institutions identify all rising sophomores who may be adversely affected by this requirement (i.e., Palmetto Fellows who may have receive exempted credit and who also have not earned the required number of annual credit hours).  Notifications should be sent to these students as soon as possible so that the students may attend summer school in order to meet the annual credit hour requirement.  
The regulations for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program are available on our website at http://www.che400.state.sc.us/web/Student/Palmetto%20Fellows/PFS%20Regulations.html.  If you should have any questions, please contact Dr. Karen G. Woodfaulk at (803) 737-2244 or Ms. Sherry L. Hubbard at (803) 737-2262 or e-mail shubbard@che400.state.sc.us.
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