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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE NUMBER:
LIFE & PFS REPORTING FA01-03

TO:
Financial Aid Directors


Eligible Public and Independent Colleges and Universities


LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Programs

FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study programs, and 

National and International Student Exchange Programs

ISSUANCE DATE:

November 6, 2001

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Academic Year 2001-2002

EXPIRATION DATE:
Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions that students who participate in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs that receive full-time academic credit and are approved by the home institution are eligible to receive funding under the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship during the period they are enrolled in such programs.  Scholarship funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at the home institution and cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance at the home institution.

Background



Previously, the regulations for State Scholarship Programs did not allow students who participated in these types of programs eligibility unless the funds were paid directly to the home institution for the cost-of-attendance at the home institution.  

Guideline

The Commission staff recommends that the institutions inform all relevant personnel of the changes made to allow students enrolled in an approved internship, cooperative work, travel study or national and international student exchange programs that receive full-time academic credit eligibility for LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funding during this period.

If the student is assessed tuition and fees at the home institution, the disbursement of funds would be handled under normal procedures.  However, if the student is assessed tuition and fees by the host institution, then the institution would be allowed to disburse the funds to the student for use towards the cost-of-attendance at the host institution.  The scholarship amount may not exceed the cost-of-attendance at the home institution.  Additionally, the Commission on Higher Education will appropriate funds to the student’s account at the home institution and cannot transfer scholarship funds to the host institution.  It is the institution’s responsibility for ensuring that the student is enrolled in an eligible program by securing any necessary documentation.   The institution is responsible for scholarship funds as the student’s fiscal agent according to the regulations approved by the Commission on Higher Education on October 11, 2001 (LIFE R.62-900.50 and PFS R.62-370).  The approved regulations can be accessed on the Commission’s website at www.che400.state.sc.us. 

Questions

If you have any questions, concerns or need clarification regarding this directive, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Bichevia Green, LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2280, Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Need-based Grant and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2262, or Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director, Student Services, 803-737-2244.
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Scholarship Coordinators, All Eligible Public and Independent Colleges and Universities

Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services


Ms. Bichevia Green, Coordinator, LIFE Scholarship Program


Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Coordinator, PFS & NBG Programs


Mr. John Smalls, Director of Finance







