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TO:
District Superintendents, Guidance Coordinators, and Computer Technology 

Coordinators

High School Principals, Headmasters, and Directors of Guidance at Public and 

Private South Carolina High Schools



Presidents, South Carolina Home-School Associations



Directors of Enrollment Management, Financial Aid and Admissions at Eligible 

Public and Independent Institutions


FROM:
Dr. Rayburn Barton, Executive Director



South Carolina Commission on Higher Education



Inez M. Tenenbaum, State Superintendent of Education



South Carolina Department of Education

RE:

Uniform Grading Scale Policy for State Scholarship Eligibility

In December 1999, the State Board of Education adopted the uniform grading scale (UGS) policy as prescribed by the General Assembly.  One purpose of the UGS is to promote consistency among grading scales used by the state for scholarship eligibility.  As 2004 approaches, the Commission on Higher Education and the State Department of Education staff believed it necessary to review the UGS reporting procedures required to determine LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship eligibility.

The South Carolina Education Lottery Act stipulates that beginning with the 2002–03 academic year, first-time entering freshmen at a four-year institution shall meet two of the following three criteria to qualify for a LIFE Scholarship: (1) 3.0 grade point average (GPA), (2) 1100 SAT or 24 ACT, or (3) top 30 percent of graduating class.  First-time entering freshmen at a two-year public, independent, or technical institution must earn a cumulative 3.0 GPA.  The cumulative 3.0 GPA must be on a 4.0 scale, be based on the approved policies of the high school, or be on the UGS. In order to be eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, students must meet all of the following criteria:  (1) earn a 3.5 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale or 3.5 on the UGS through the junior year, (2) score 1200 on the SAT (best combined score) or 27 on the ACT by the application deadline (January 15 of the senior year), and (3) rank in the top 5 percent of the sophomore or junior class.

Reporting Procedures for Public High Schools:

As of the 2000–01 academic year, the UGS should have been implemented for all ninth-grade students enrolled in South Carolina public high schools.  However, until the graduating class of 2004, local school districts have the option of phasing in the new policy for upper classmen.

Graduating Classes of 2002 and 2003. During this transitional phase, all official transcripts should indicate the cumulative grade point average, class rank, and scale on which these were calculated (i.e., the district’s “old scale” or the UGS).  Reported grade point computation and class rank must be computed on ONE system for each student, not a combination of “old” and “new” scales.  For example, a high school cannot report the UGS grade point ratio (GPR) and then report the rank using the approved policy for ranking prior to the 2000–01 school year.  If both scales are reported on the transcript, the institution may use the grading scale that would be to the student’s advantage; however, only ONE system can be used for each student.

The official transcript must identify each student’s rank in class (e.g., class rank is 1 of 173).  Also, on the bottom of the transcript it should state whether the student is ranked in the top 5 percent or top 30 percent of the class, using the UGS or the district’s “old scale.” Please note that rank calculations cannot be rounded.  You should also be aware that, under the UGS policy, only diploma candidates should be included in the rank computation. (A separate memo from the State Department of Education’s Office of Technology will provide procedures on how to exclude nondiploma candidates.)  Also, institutions cannot accept any information that has been “hand-calculated” or a “list” of eligible students provided by the high school.

Graduating Classes of 2004 and Thereafter.  Scholarship eligibility will be determined by the student’s achievement on the UGS only.  No other grading system or policy will allow the student the opportunity to qualify for a state scholarship.  The official transcript should continue to indicate that the calculations are on the UGS and also include the ranks of the students in both the top 5 percent and the top 30 percent of the class.

Reporting Procedures for Private High Schools/Home-Schools:

All public high schools were required to convert their ninth-grade students to the UGS in 2000–01.  However, private high schools have the option to remain on their current grading scale for all purposes except for determining state scholarship eligibility beginning with the graduating class of 2004.

Graduating Classes of 2002 and 2003. During this transitional phase, private high schools may remain on their current grading system or use the new UGS.  Since many private and home schools may not have the capability to print the UGS on their current transcript, it is permissible for you to attach an official (high school letterhead and seal) document to the transcript 

identifying the UGS and the courses used to calculate the GPR and class rank.  If both scales are reported, the institution may use the grading scale that would be to the student’s advantage; however, only ONE system can be used for each student.  For example, a high school cannot report the UGS grade point ratio (GPR) and then report the rank using the high school’s approved policy for ranking.
If using your current grading scale, all official transcripts should indicate the cumulative GPA and class rank.  The official transcript must identify each student’s rank in class.  The transcript must also identify the number of students that rank within the top 5 percent and top 30 percent of the class. Only diploma candidates should be included in the rank computation.  For example, a high school with a class size of 43 students would indicate that the top 5 percent would include students ranked 1 and 2 and the top 30 percent would include students ranked 1 through 12.  Rank calculations cannot be rounded.  Please refer to the proposed LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Regulations on the Commission’s Web site at www.che400.state.sc.us for exceptions to class rank calculations for students in classes with less than forty students.  Also, institutions cannot accept any information that has been “hand-calculated” or a “list” of eligible students provided by the high school.

Graduating Classes of 2004 and Thereafter.  Private high schools must provide rank and grade point averages on the UGS for the purposes of determining eligibility for the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships.  The GPR and class rank should continue to be attached to the official transcript identifying the UGS and the courses used to calculate the GPR and class rank.

Summary:

It is important for students and parents to know that a college acceptance is based on the student’s entire record, not just the GPA or class rank. Other key areas considered in the acceptance process are difficulty of courses taken, essays, standardized test scores, and extracurricular activities.  Students should prepare themselves academically in order to make themselves more marketable to a college or university.

For detailed information on the UGS policy, please visit the State Department of Education’s Web site at http://www.state.sc.us/sde/educator/.  

We thank you for your patience and assistance in implementing the UGS.  If you should have any questions about the UGS, please contact Sandra Lindsay, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum Services and Assessment, State Department of Education, at 803-734-8500.  For questions regarding state scholarship eligibility, please contact Bichevia Green, LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, or Sherry Hubbard, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinator at the Commission on Higher Education at 803-737-2260.
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