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Financial aid directors from across the state met on Wednesday, February 5th, 2003 at the Commission on Higher Education to discuss the following issues:

1. Student Notification

2. Internal Communication

3. Early Graduation Process

4. Active Duty Military Personnel

5. Residency

6. Book Allowance

7. Financial Aid Officers Web-link

Dr. Karen Woodfaulk presided over the meeting.
 Introduction
Dr. Woodfaulk opened the meeting with an update and provided a brief statement on the purpose of the meeting.  She encouraged feedback from the representatives.  Everyone introduced him or herself and stated the institution that they represented.

1. Student Notification

Dr. Woodfaulk and Ms. Green strongly encouraged institutional representatives to notify students of their eligibility status prior to the summer term preferably at the end of the spring term.  Some of the representatives shared that they send early notification to students indicating that they are not on track.  Others felt that at some point the student must be held accountable.
2. Internal Communication

Representatives were urged to share information with other offices on their campuses.  Several representatives gave examples of their current practices.
3.  Early Graduation Process
Ms. Green, LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, gave a brief overview of the process.  Along with many others, Mr. Marvin Carmichael, Clemson University, did not see the need for this additional process.  In his words, it is a “reconfirmation of a confirmation.”  Most of the group acknowledged that they already have a process in place to track Early Graduates.  Dr. Woodfaulk requested that a committee be formed to come up with a uniform method/process.  She asked Mr. Marvin Carmichael of Clemson University to head the committee.
4.  Active Duty Military Personnel

Dr. Woodfaulk provided information to the institutional representatives regarding the approval of an addition to the section of the LIFE Scholarship regulations regarding military personnel.  The addition was approved by the Commission on January 9th, 2003.  CHE will follow-up with a directive to the institutions.

The group also felt that the law should be amended for students who fall into this category.  If they are deployed (does not apply to those who voluntarily enlist) and received a portion of a state scholarship or grant, the term(s) should not count against the terms of availability (hold harmless).
5.  Residency

There was minimal discussion on this topic.  Dr. Woodfaulk re-emphasized that in order to receive the LIFE or HOPE Scholarships, a student must be a dependent of a parent or guardian who has SC legal residency at the time of high school graduation.

6.  Book Allowance

Several representatives shared their methods of handling the book allowance.  Some award directly to students while others set up accounts for the student at the bookstore on campus.  In addition, there are those who award the book allowance even if the student owes funds.  Others do not issue funds until the student clears any fees that may be owed to the college or university.  In general, institutions seem to be exercising a lot of flexible in the disbursement of the book allowance.   There was a suggestion that the language be worded as “other educational expenses”.  Dr. Woodfaulk mentioned that at some point she would like to conduct an email survey of the institutions regarding their policy and interpretation on the book allowance.

7.  Financial Aid Officers Web-link

Institutional representatives provided feedback on the type of information they would like to see posted on this link.  Listed below are some of the suggestions.
I. Legislative updates

II. Pre-filed Bills

III. Directives

IV. What if Scenarios

V. Statistical Information (retention rates etc.) 
VI. CHE financial aid presentations/travel schedule
8.  Other Business

· Dr. Woodfaulk gave an update regarding the Commission’s request of $17 million in additional funds for the Need-based Grant Program

· She also addressed the concern regarding the Bill that was introduced to remove the requirement for drug and alcohol certification.  Currently, students who are convicted will lose the scholarship for one year.  The group said that they would not support the Bill to remove the requirement.  Dr. Woodfaulk mentioned that there is a possibility that a grant may be secured to conduct random background checks.

·  Dr. Woodfaulk also explained that the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship would be fully funded this year.  However, she also cautioned that funding is dependent on Lottery revenues.
· Lottery Tuition Assistance Program:  Currently, students who receive LIFE are not eligible for LTAP during the summer term.  (programs are not aligned).  After review of this matter by CHE staff, a directive will be sent to financial aid officers about awarding LTAP to LIFE recipients over the summer.
The meeting concluded with Dr. Woodfaulk expressing her gratitude to everyone for attending and for providing their input.

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

