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July 7, 2015 
 
Mr. John L. Finan, Chair 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
1122 Lady Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC  29201 
 
Dear Commissioner Finan: 
 
With the support of President Glenn McConnell, I am writing on behalf of the College of Charleston 
and its component, the University of Charleston, South Carolina (hereafter, “the College”).  The 
College wishes to join other South Carolina public universities in encouraging the Commission on 
Higher Education (hereafter, “CHE”) to pursue membership for South Carolina in the State 
Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (hereafter, “SARA”).  
 
The business case for South Carolina’s membership in SARA has been rehearsed in previous 
discussions of the Commissioners and higher education leaders in South Carolina.  Since our initial 
conversations in 2014, the College’s further review has convinced us of the likely benefits of SARA 
membership for the state.  Briefly, SARA membership will almost certainly reduce the operating 
expenses for the College and for other South Carolina universities, while allowing for improved 
customer service for South Carolinians taking university courses in South Carolina and elsewhere.  
Please see http://nc-sara.org/ for more information.   
 
We all are concerned by the increasing burden of federal and state regulations that have the effect, 
whether anticipated or not, of increasing cost and reducing efficiency.  I have had the personal 
experience of supervising senior staff in their time-consuming review of and response to a patchwork of 
regulatory requirements in several different states, with a resulting decline in the staff time and 
attention that can be devoted to other critical work of the College.  I estimate that one major review of 
our 50-state obligations during the 2014-2015 academic year was conducted by the College at a cost of 
over $10,000 in staff wages and other expenses, separate from and in addition to the costs of our 
ordinary, recurring work on regulatory compliance in this area.  SARA membership for South Carolina 
should be an effective tool for counteracting one particularly onerous expansion of regulatory oversight 
in higher education.  
 
I thank you and all the members of the Commission for your continued support of our public 
universities.  Please let me know if you have any questions about the College’s position.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian R. McGee, Ph.D. 
 
 
cc:  Glenn McConnell, President 
  Debbie Hammond, Senior Executive Administrator to the President 

http://nc-sara.org/
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