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(Passed by USC Faculty Senate November 5, 2014) 

Additional Required Courses for Journalism (Mass Communications Major), with four pathways 
and an option for Leadership Distinction. (39 Hours) 
 
1. Journalism and Mass Communications Core Courses (9 Hours) 
 
• JOUR 101 - Media and Society 
• JOUR 291 - Writing for Mass Communications 
• JOUR 303 - Law and Ethics of Mass Communications 
 
 
Additional Required Courses for Mass Communications Major (39 Hours) 
 
2. Three of the following principles courses (9 hours) 
• JOUR 201 - Principles of Public Relations  
• JOUR 202 - Principles of Advertising and Brand Communications 
• JOUR 203 - Principles of Visual Communications  
• JOUR 204 - Principles of Journalism 
 
3. Three required courses from among the following: (9 hours) 

• JOUR 205 - History and Philosophy of the Mass Media 
• JOUR 306 - Theories of Mass Communications 
• JOUR 501 - Freedom, Responsibility, and Ethics of the Mass Media 
• JOUR 506 - Mass Media Criticism 
• JOUR 542 - Public Opinion and Persuasion 
 
4. SJMC electives of the students’ choice –At least 3 hours and no more than 6 hours must be from 

skills courses (12 hours)  
 
5. Choose one of the University’s Leadership with Distinction pathways: Global Learning, Research, 
Civic Engagement, or Community Service 
Courses listed under each pathway are examples that address the pathway’s learning outcomes. Except for 
the required courses identified, other relevant courses that address the pathway outcomes may be 
substituted per approval of advisor. 
 
A. Global Learning (6 hours) 
• Jour 541 - International Mass Communications (required) 
 
Chose one of the following: 
• Independent Study, Special Topics, Internship that deals with global learning  
• Study abroad with at least one course in media studies or approved independent study 
• Jour 499 - Service Learning in Malawi, Africa 
• Jour 499 - Multimedia Maymester Munich, Germany 
Additional requirements for LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION 1 
 
or 
 
B. Research (6 hours) 
• Jour 332 - Mass Communications Research (required) 
 
Chose one of the following: 
• Independent Study, Special Topics, Internship that deals with a research topic  
• Jour 220 - Account Planning: Mining Insights 
• Jour 475 - Applications of Telecommunications Research 
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• Jour 565 - Advanced Media Analysis 
• Jour 574 - Computer-Assisted Reporting 
Additional requirements for LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION 2   
 
or 
 
C. Civic Engagement (6 hours) 
•Independent Study, Special Topics, Internship on Civic Engagement topic 
• Jour 333 - Public Relations for Nonprofit Organizations  
• Jour 316/L – Toolkit for Brand Communications 
• Jour 524 - Advertising Management 
• Jour 536 - Crisis Communications 
• Jour 537 - The Carolina Agency 
• Jour 539 - Ethics of PR and Public Policy 
• Jour 542 - Public Opinion and Persuasion 
Additional requirements for LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION 3   
 
or 
 
D. Community Service (6 hours) 
• Independent Study, Special Topics, Internship that deals with a service learning or community 
engagement topic  
• Jour 333 - Public Relations for Nonprofit Organizations 
• Jour 499 - Service Learning in Malawi, Africa  
• Jour 537 - The Carolina Agency 
• Jour 539 - Ethics of PR and Public Policy 
• Jour 542 - Public Opinion and Persuasion 
Additional requirements for LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION 4   
 
6. Capstone portfolio course (3 hours) 
 • Jour 560 - Capstone Portfolio (required), or senior capstone course approved by advisor.  
 
Additional requirements for LEADERSHIP DISTINCTION for all pathways 5 
 
 
Additional requirements for those seeking the Leadership Distinction designation 
1. For Global Learning with Leadership Distinction designation, these electives must fulfill at least one 
semester of overseas study or equivalent in multiple experiences. Some domestic study away from USC 
campus can count. 
 
2. For Research with Leadership Distinction designation, these electives or other course work must 
demonstrate student participation in a minimum of 2 semesters in an extensive research/discovery project 
defined by the discipline.  
 
3. For Civic Engagement with Leadership Distinction designation, these electives or other course work 
must include at least 1 semester in an approved leadership experience (e. g., officer, ambassador, peer 
leader, project leader and one of the following:  

- 240 hours supervised work, professional experience 
- 2 additional semesters in approved leadership experience 
- 120 hours of work/professional experience and 1 additional semester in a leadership role. 

 
4. For Community Service with Leadership Distinction designation, these electives or other course work 
must demonstrate student participation in at least 300 hours of community service from at least 2 different 
programs/experiences. 
 
5. For all students pursuing the Leadership Distinction designation, the portfolio must: 
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(a) demonstrate at least three out-of-class experiences such as the following: attendance at lectures, 
workshops, conferences, membership and participation in a student/professional organization, 
professional or community service activity, job shadowing or the creation or innovation of an 
event/performance related to their focus.  
 
(b) demonstrate at least one presentation at Discovery Day or at a professional or academic meeting or 
publication in a professional or academic publication. 

 
6. All students pursuing the Leadership Distinction designation will be assigned a faculty mentor from the 
Mass Communications sequence with whom they will be required to meet at least once per semester during 
their academic career. 
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