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Executive Director
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1333 Main Street, Suite 200
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Dear Dr. Festa:

Accompanying this letter please find a program planning summary to modify a Master of
Social Work, College of Social Work, USC Columbia.

Sincerely,
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Andrew A. Sorensen
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Program Medification
Summer 2007
Magter of Social Work at effsite locations in Charleston and Greenville
Collegeof Social Work
Universityof South Carolina

The proposed program modificationfor the College of Social Work (COSW) to be implemented
inFall 2007 isto offer the Magter of Social Work (MSW) program offsite in Charlestonand
Greenville, without students havingto travel or moveto the central Columbiacampusof The
University of South Carolina(USC). The MSW program offered at thesetwo siteswill follow a
blended model, combining distance education courseswith more traditional classroom
experiences.

In this program modification proposd, therewill be no changeto the program requirementsor
number of credit hours required for the Magter of Social Work program offered by the College

of Socia Work at USC. Students pursuingthe MSW in Charlestonand Greenvillewill be
required to take the same 60 credit hours and meet all the same degree requirements as current
studentsat the Columbiacampus. The studentsat thesetwo siteswill also have the same options
asstudentsin Columbiato focustheir studieson either 1) Individuas, Familiesand Groups or 2)
Communitiesand Organizations.

The Collegeof Socia Work will offer morethen 50 per cent of the coursesrequired for the
MSW degree in atraditional classroom setting in both Charlestonand Greenvitle. The College
of Socia Work currently offers approximately 35 per cent of the MSW program by distance
education for students around the stateand Wl continueto do this. Theremaining hours are
field experienceand will be offered within the community setting at approved sites. First year
courseswill remain di st ance education coursesfor the most part. The off-sitetraditional courses
will include Summer, Fall and Spring course offeringsat these sites. The Collegeof Socid
Work will teach the coursesin Charlestonand Greenvillein the eveningsand on weekends so
that professiona swould also be ableto pursuethe degree.

The College of Social Work expectsthat approximately twenty studentswould enroll inthe
USC’s Magter of Socia Work program at each site when it begins, with modest increasesin
futureyears.

Justification of need for proposed program

According to the Bureau of Labor StatisticsOccupationa Outlook, the number of socia work
positions acrossthe country will increase between 18 and 26 per cent through 2014 (BLS, 2006).
The National Associationof Social Workers hasal soindicated an impending shortage of social
workers and describes specific needsfor socia workersworking with the elderly, children and
families NASW, 2006).

Socid workersat the BSW level in Greenvilleand Charleston would be very interested in a
Master of Social Work but are unableto pursue thisdegree at thistime because they are tied to
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Greenvilleand Charleston for employment and family reasons. Offering the entire program
(full-time and part-time) in Greenvilleand Charleston will givethem additional optionsand
expand the pool of student applicantsto USC. Graduating studentsfrom BSW programsat
Winthrop University and Limestone Collegewould be particularly interested in continuingtheir
educationlocally.

At thistime, 48 studentsenrolled in the MSW programin Columbialivein and around
Charleston, and 70 studentsresidein the Greenvillearea Thisisanother clear indication of
interestinthe programand the need for it in thesetwo areasof thestate. We anticipate
attracting potential studentsthat have chosen not to matriculate due to thetravel requirementsof
the on-campus program.

Informal and formal data were gathered by the USC Extended Graduate Campusfor Charleston
on December 7,2005. Twelvedirectorsand supervisorsof social workersin Charleston County
employed by the Department of Health and Environmental Control and by the Charleston
County Department of Social Work indicated that this program modification was needed and
that they would support their employees pursuing thisdegree. They aso indicated that current
employeesarefacing major challenges trying to completethe program. from adistance. Intwo
informationsessionsheld by Dr. Leon Ginsberg (former Dean of the Collegeof Social Work)
with 39 potential studentsin Charleston, 90 per-cent in attendance already had BA degreesand
wereready to consideran MSW degree.

Informal and formal datawereal so collectedfor the Greenvilleareain March 2005 and
November 2005 by the Extended Graduate Campus Representative. In March, 82 per-cent of
those surveyed, including studentsfrom South CarolinaState University and socia workersat
Departmentof Socia Services, said that they would be very interested in pursuing an MSW
degreein Greenville. Studentsat Limestone College and USC Upstate also were very positive
about the possibility of the USC MSW program being offeredin proximity to home.

The proposed program will addressthe needsof place-boundworking adultswho are clearly
interested in pursuingthe MSW degree.

Duplication of programs in the state

The University of South Carolinaofferstheonly fully accredited Master of Social Work
program by the Council of Social Work Educetionin the State of South Carolina. Winthrop
University in Rock Hill will begin offeringaMaster of Social Work programin Fall 2006 but is
currently a" candidacy MSW program™ (CSWE, 2006). Winthrop hasafully accredited
Bachelor of Social Work program, asare BSW programs acrossthe state at South CarolinaState
University, Limestone Collegeand ColumbiaCollege.

Relationshipof the proposed program to existing programsat USC

For the Fall 2006 exclusively, the Moore School of Businessis providing classroom spaceto the
College of Social Work for itscoursesin Greenville at no costto the College.
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The College of Socid Work currently offersduad degree programswith the Arnold School of
Public Health and the School of Law. USC offersthe optionsfor studentsto pursueaMaster of
Socid Work/Master of Public Health or a Master of Social Work/Juris Doctor.

The College of Socid Work dso administersan interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate Program
in Drug and Addiction Studieswith course offerings from many other disciplines, suchas
crimina justice, public health, medicine, psychology, and social work.

Relationshipof the proposed program to programsat other ingtitutions

Studentsenrolled in the MSW programsin Charleston and Greenville will be meeting thefield
experience requirementfor the program at field agenciesintheir communities. The College of
Socia Work will thusinteract even more regularly with theselocal field Sites.

The South Carolina Center for Gerontology at USC is currently a partnershipamong numerous
universitiesin South Carolina, namey Clemson University, Coasta CarolinaUniversity, Lander
University, South Carolina State University, and Winthrop University. For thiscenter, the
Collegeof Socid Work administersan interdisciplinary certificate of Graduate Study in
Gerontology. The Center for Gerontology hosted ajoint, statewide Summiton Aging on
November 4,2005 entitled Aging with Vitality.

Egimated Costs

Estimated coststo deliver off-sites programsto the Greenvilleand Charlestonareas are modest
(approximately $50,000 per year). Included in thisamount are the costs associated with travel,
recruitment, faculty, classroom space, and technology equipment. The Collegeof Socia Work
intendsto work with current full-timeand adjunct faculty aready associated with the College
residingin Greenvilleand Charleston. These faculty membershave aready expressed interest
inteachingat these locations.



