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Institutional Performance Ratings

Institutional performance ratings from 2000-2001 are displayed on the CHE website for each of South Carolina’s public institutions of higher education.  These ratings impacted each institution’s FY 2001-2002 state funding.  The format for displaying ratings is different from that used last year and is described below.  The website address for the Institution Report Cards is:  http://www.che400.state.sc.us/web/Perform/ReportCards/Report_Frames.htm.

For each institution, except Clemson and USC-Columbia (five pages), a four-page report is displayed.  The first page summarizes scoring details and provides “Facts at-a-glance” for the institution.  On this page you can find contact information as well as information related to the institution’s size in terms of students, faculty, and finances, and to the cost of attendance.

When the “(Institution Name) Data” tab at the bottom of the report window is clicked, pages 2-4(5) of the institution display provide detailed indicator-by-indicator information including timeframes assessed, current and prior year performance, level for “achieving” standards, and scores.  A description of the process for rating institutions is located at the top of page 2 for each institution and a scoring summary is provided on the last page for each institution.

The reader is cautioned against drawing comparisons between institutions in light of individual or overall performance scores due to the nature of the performance funding system employed in South Carolina.  It should be kept in mind that there are differences in indicator definitions as well as differences in the applicability of indicators across sectors and institutions that make comparisons difficult.  Also, as the reader will note, there is a great deal of variability across all institutions and within sectors as a significant portion of the institutions’ scores result from a measurement of annual institutional progress.  Thus, under South Carolina’s performance funding system, the institution is largely in competition with itself and not with other institutions.  As reflected on the rating sheets that follow for each institution, those performing within the same overall performance category may be considered as performing similarly for purposes of allocating fiscal year appropriations.
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