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CHARLESTON SCHOOL OF LAW (CSOL) 
INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS and OTHER INTERESTED PARTIESINQUIRING  
ABOUT A POTENTIAL CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND IMPACT ON LICENSING 

 
Update September 4, 2013, Prepared by S.C. Commission on Higher Education Staff  

 
 
The following updates initial information prepared by South Carolina Commission on Higher 
Education (CHE) staff concerning the Commission, its licensing of nonpublic postsecondary 
institutions function, and licensing information pertaining to CSOL and concerning a potential 
change in ownership of CSOL.  The initial report, dated August 14, 2013, and supporting 
materials are available online at http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/ForInstitutions/csol.htm.  
 
August 19, 2013 
CHE staff provided materials in response to a request under the South Carolina Freedom of 
Information Act for correspondence and records since January 1, 2012, with CSOL owners or 
related and concerning or related to InfiLaw or its agents. 
 
August 21, 2013 
Charleston County Legislative Delegation, Courts, Laws and Rules Committee Meeting 
 
The Charleston County Legislative Delegation asked CHE staff to appear before the Committee 
at its special called meeting to discuss the Charleston School of Law and potential change in 
ownership.  CHE staff provided members with copies of the materials made available online on 
August 14, 2013.  The delegation heard from CHE, Mr. Bob Wells, Executive Director of the 
South Carolina Bar, Mr. John Robinson, President of the CSOL Alumni Association, and Mr. 
Daniel Cooper, President of the CSOL student body.  Dr. Richard Sutton reviewed with the 
Committee the summary information prepared by staff that was made available online August 
14. He and Ms. Renea Eshleman, CHE Acting Director of Academic Affairs and Licensing, 
responded to questions concerning licensing provisions and CSOL. It was questioned whether 
the internal ownership change at CSOL required approval of the Commission. The Committee 
voted to seek an Attorney General’s opinion to clarify CHE’s authority concerning this point. 
 
August 22, 2013 
In follow up to the Delegation Committee meeting inquiries and earlier requests of CHE, CHE 
again requested CSOL provide the Management Services Agreement with InfiLaw and 
Membership Interest Redemption Agreements by August 26.  See Attachment 1. 
 
August 26, 2013 
CSOL provided to CHE copies of the Management Services Agreement between CSOL and 
InfiLaw and Membership Interest Redemption Agreements where Alexander M. Sanders, Jr., 
and Ralph C. McCullough, II, sold their membership interests in CSOL to the purchaser, CSOL.  
See Attachment 2 (as redacted by CSOL prior to delivery).   
 
August 28, 2013 
CSOL announced having entered into an agreement of intent to transfer ownership to InfiLaw.  
A copy of the CSOL’s press release concerning the announcement is available at 
http://www.charlestonlaw.edu/General-Info/News/8-28-13-Charleston-School-of-Law-
owners-announce-i.aspx . CSOL officials apprised CHE staff of this announcement by email 
during late afternoon. See Attachment 3.  
 
August 29, 2013 
CHE staff (Dr. Richard Sutton, Ms. Renea Eshleman, and Ms. Julie Carullo) met with officials 
from CSOL (Director Bob Carr, and Dean Andy Abrams) as well as officials from InfiLaw       
(Mr. Peter Goplerud, President of InfiLaw Partners, and Mr. Jay Rossello). CSOL officials had 
requested the meeting on July 29.  
 
CSOL provided previously requested fall 2013 enrollment data. See Attachment 4. 
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During the meeting, CHE staff discussed with the officials the materials that CSOL provided on 
August 26 (Attachment 2) concerning the management services agreement and the internal 
change in ownership. CSOL officials explained the internal change in ownership from the five 
original owners and affirmed that the remaining three owners retained equal ownership.  In 
explaining the terms of the management services agreement with InfiLaw, the CSOL officials 
reiterated that the management and ownership of CSOL remained under the current directors.   
 
The announcement of August 28 concerning CSOL’s intention to sell CSOL to InfiLaw was 
discussed including a contingent asset purchase agreement that had been signed on July 23.  
CHE staff had not been made aware for this agreement prior to the email notification provided 
on August 28 and learned during the meeting that it had been agreed to on July 23.  CHE staff 
requested that CSOL make a copy available, CSOL officials have agreed to do so, and CHE staff 
are in the process of following up with CSOL to review the documents. CSOL officials also 
agreed to make available the redacted proprietary information in the management services 
agreement and redemption of membership interests documents.  Following the meeting, as 
requested, CSOL officials provided CHE staff a copy of the CSOL Board Minutes of July 23 to 
document action taken concerning the redemption of the shares and internal change in 
ownership, as well as the approval of the agreement with InfiLaw to provide consultation 
services, and approval of a proposal and resolution concerning a contingent asset purchase 
agreement. See Attachment 5. 
 
CHE responded to questions concerning the procedures for licensing of a new owner.  Also 
discussed by the CSOL and InfiLaw officials was the perception of the three schools owned by 
InfiLaw; the differences in culture between the three schools and CSOL; student outcomes; and 
concerns of students, alumni, and the community, along with possible advantages the support 
and collaboration a purchase by InfiLaw may bring to CSOL.1  
 
August 30, 2013 
CHE staff received from InfiLaw’s president and CEO a letter of intent for InfiLaw to submit to 
the Commission an application for initial licensure for CSOL under the ownership of its 
subsidiary, CSOL Acquisition, LLC, subject to the conditions of an Asset Purchase Agreement 
dated July 23, 2013. See Attachment 6.     
 
The letter indicates that InfiLaw plans to submit a formal application for initial license before 
October 1, 2013, for consideration of proposals by the Committee on Academic Affairs and 
Licensing (CAAL) at its January 2, 2014, meeting and consideration by the full Commission at 
its February 6, 2014 meeting.  The stated schedule does not obligate CHE to consider the 
proposal on the anticipated meeting dates if an application is received by October 1. All 
application materials will be subject to a full and complete review prior to a recommendation 
being brought forward to CAAL and subsequently the Commission. While a licensure request 
may be expedited if it is determined that such action would be critical to the protection of 
students, recent history suggests  an extended timeline for approval based on resources to 
review the application and the responsiveness and timeliness of information requested of and 
provided by the entity seeking licensure.   
 
Information concerning CHE’s application and licensing approval process is available at 
http://www.che.sc.gov/AcademicAffairs/License/Procedures_for_DegreeGranting_Institutions.pdf.   
 
 
This information is provided as a general advisory. It does not obligate CHE or  
any party to pursue any particular course of action.  For inquiries, please contact 
Julie Carullo, SC CHE Deputy Director and Director of Governmental Affairs and 
Special Projects, 803-737-2292 or jcarullo@che.sc.gov.   

                                                        
1 The American Bar Association provides a database of information on accredited law schools.  Data are 
available for the InfiLaw Schools including Phoenix School of Law, Charlotte School of Law, and Florida 
Coastal School of Law.  Data on admission, enrollment, finances, curriculum, faculty and employment 
after graduation are accessible at https://officialguide.lsac.org/release/OfficialGuide_Default.aspx for 
these and other law schools by state, including CSOL and USC School of Law. 

Page 2 of 44

http://www.che.sc.gov/AcademicAffairs/License/Procedures_for_DegreeGranting_Institutions.pdf
https://officialguide.lsac.org/release/OfficialGuide_Default.aspx


CSOL Information Update, 9-4-2013 
Attachment 1

Page 3 of 44



Page 4 of 44



CSOL Information Update, 9-4-2013 
Attachment 2

Page 5 of 44



Page 6 of 44



Page 7 of 44



Page 8 of 44



Page 9 of 44



Page 10 of 44



Page 11 of 44



Page 12 of 44



Page 13 of 44



Page 14 of 44



Page 15 of 44



Page 16 of 44



Page 17 of 44



Page 18 of 44



Page 19 of 44



Page 20 of 44



Page 21 of 44



Page 22 of 44



Page 23 of 44



Page 24 of 44



Page 25 of 44



Page 26 of 44



Page 27 of 44



Page 28 of 44



Page 29 of 44



Page 30 of 44



Page 31 of 44



Page 32 of 44



Page 33 of 44



Page 34 of 44



Page 35 of 44



Page 36 of 44



CSOL Information Update, 9-4-2013 
Attachment 3

Page 37 of 44



Page 38 of 44



CSOL Information Update, 9-3-2014 
Attachment 4

Page 39 of 44



CSOL Information Update, 9-4-2014 
Attachment 5

Page 40 of 44



Page 41 of 44



Page 42 of 44



CSOL Information Update, 9-3-2013 
Attachment 6

Page 43 of 44



Page 44 of 44




