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Program Proposal Modification 
for Compliance with the Read to Succeed Act (2014) 

M.A.T., Early Childhood Education; M.A.T., Elementary Education; M.A.T., Secondary Education and 
Teaching (English, Biology, Mathematics); and  

M.Ed., Counselor Education 
South Carolina State University 

 
Summary 
 
South Carolina State University requests approval to modify its graduate programs in teacher education 
to comply with the Read to Succeed Act of 2014 to be implemented in Fall 2016. The Read to Succeed Act 
requires that by the fall semester of the 2016-2017 school year, all pre-service teacher education 
programs including MAT degree programs must require: 
 

all candidates seeking certification at the early childhood or elementary level to complete 
a twelve credit hour sequence in literacy that includes a school-based practicum and 
ensures that candidates grasp the theory, research, and practices that support and guide 
the teaching of reading. The six components of the reading process that are 
comprehension, oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, and vocabulary 
will provide the focus for this sequence to ensure that all teacher candidates are skilled 
in diagnosing a child's reading problems and are capable of providing an effective 
intervention…[and] candidates seeking certification at the middle or secondary level to 
complete a six credit hour sequence in literacy that includes a course in the foundations 
of literacy and a course in content-area reading (§59-155-180 of the South Carolina  Code 
of Laws 1976 as amended).  
 

The following chart outlines the stages of approval for the proposal; the Committee on Academic Affairs 
and Licensing (CAAL) voted to recommend approval of the proposal. The full program proposal is attached. 
Staff elevated the program modification proposal for consideration by CAAL and the Commission while 
the University remains on probation with the Southern Association of College and Schools Commission on 
Colleges. 

 
Stages of 
Consideration 

Date Comments 

Program Proposal 
Received 

4/18/16 Not Applicable 

ACAP Consideration 5/19/16 ACAP members discussed the need to modify teacher 
education programs to comply with the Read to Succeed Act. 
ACAP members voted to approve the program proposal.  

CAAL Consideration 5/24/16 CAAL members discussed the need and rationale for modifying 
the program. CAAL members voted to approve the program 
proposal.  
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Recommendation  
 
The Committee on Academic Affairs and Licensing recommends the Commission approve the program 
modifications to the following teacher education programs to be implemented in Fall 2016: M.A.T., Early 
Childhood Education; M.A.T., Elementary Education; M.A.T., Secondary Education and Teaching (English, 
Biology, Mathematics); and M.Ed., Counselor Education. 
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Name of Institution South Carolina State University 
 
Name of Program (include concentrations, options, and tracks).  List all programs. 
MED Counselor Education, Master of Arts in Teaching (Early Childhood Education, Elementary 
Education, English Education, Biology Education, Mathematics Education) 
 
Program Designation.    

 Associate’s Degree       Master’s Degree  

 Bachelor’s Degree: 4 Year     Specialist  

 Bachelor’s Degree: 5 Year     Doctoral Degree: Research/Scholarship (e.g., Ph.D. and DMA) 

 Doctoral Degree: Professional Practice (e.g., Ed. D., D.N.P., J.D., Pharm. D., and M.D.) 

 
Does the program qualify for supplemental Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Scholarship awards? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
Proposed Date of Implementation CIP Code (Include all CIP codes for above 

programs. 
Fall 2016  
 

M. Ed. Counselor Education -131101 
MAT Early Childhood Education- 131210 
MAT Elementary Education-131202 
MAT English-131205 
MAT Biology-131205 
MAT Mathematics- 131205 

 
Delivery Site(s) South Carolina State University’s Main Campus, Orangeburg, SC  
 

Delivery Mode  

 Traditional/face-to-face*       Distance Education     
*select if less than 50% online    100% online 

       Blended (more than 50% online)      

 Other distance education 
Program Contact Information (name, title, telephone number, and email address)  
 
Charlie G. Spell, Ed.D., Interim Chair, Department of Education 
(803) 536-7098 
cspell@scsu.edu 
 
Institutional Approvals and Dates of Approval 
Teacher Education Council: March 22,2016 
Graduate Studies Council: April 12,2016 
Educational Policies Council: March 31, 2016 
Faculty Senate: April 12, 2016 
President:  April 15, 2016 
Board of Trustees: April 17, 2016 

 

mailto:cspell@scsu.edu
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Background Information 
 
Provide a detailed description of the proposed modification, including its nature and purpose 
and centrality to institutional mission. (1500 characters) 
 
The SC State Senate passed S.516 (SC Read to Succeed Act) on June 26, 2014. The 
Department of Education at SC State University established a Read to Succeed (R2S) 
Committee. The Committee completed a Read to Succeed Verification Form for each 
program in the Department of Education.  
 
The Read to Succeed Act requires the following changes:  

 
• Counselor Education (CED) - Minimum of three credit hours of instruction on the 

reading and writing process that embeds some of the elements related to Standards 3, 
4 and 6, primarily. The Read to Succeed verification approved the following courses: 
CED 512 Elementary Guidance, and CED 513 Secondary Guidance. Course 
descriptions were revised to include South Carolina Literacy Standards.  

• Early Childhood Education (MAT) – Twelve-credit-hour course sequence including a 
school-based practicum. The Read to Succeed verification approved the following 
courses: ECE 513 Early Childhood Curriculum, ECE 514 Early Childhood 
Methods/Materials, ECE 522 Assessing and Interpreting Child Behavior, and RED 506 
Studies in Children’s Literature. Course descriptions were revised to include South 
Carolina Literacy Standards.  

• Elementary Education (MAT) - Twelve-credit-hour course sequence including a 
school-based practicum. The Read to Succeed verification approved the following 
courses: EDCI 523 Curriculum Development in the Elementary School, RED 506 
Studies in Children’s Literature, RED 507 Advanced Teaching of Reading in the Pre-K 
and Elementary Schools, and RED 511 Instructional Methods in Teaching Reading. 
Course descriptions were revised to include South Carolina Literacy Standards. In 
summary, PE 502 was deleted and RED 511 and 507 were added. Program hours 
increased by three hours. 

• English Education (MAT) - Six-credit-hour course sequence including a course in 
foundations of literacy and a course in content area reading and writing. Course 
descriptions were revised to include South Carolina Literacy Standards. The Read to 
Succeed verification approved the following course: RED 517 Advanced Teaching of 
Reading in Secondary Schools (3 Cr. Hrs.) was added to the Program, which 
increased the required credit hours.  

• Biology Education (MAT) - Six-credit-hour course sequence including a course in 
foundations of literacy and a course in content area reading and writing. The Read to 
Succeed verification approved the following courses: RED 517 Advanced Teaching of 
Reading in Secondary Schools (3 Cr. Hrs.) was added to the Program, which 
increased the required credit hours.  
 

• Mathematics Education (MAT) - Six-credit-hour course sequence including a course in 
foundations of literacy and a course in content area reading and writing. The Read to 
Succeed verification approved the following course: RED 517 Advanced Teaching of 
Reading in Secondary Schools (3 Cr. Hrs.) was added to the Program, which 
increased the required credit hours.  
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List the objectives of the modified program. (1500 characters)  
 
Program objectives remain the same and were not affected by the Read to Succeed 
Act. 

 
Assessment of Need 

 
Provide an assessment of the need for the program modification for the institution, the state, the 
region, and beyond, if applicable. (1500 characters) 
 
“The SC Senate passed S.516 during the 2013-2014 (6/26/14 is the completion date 
to be specific) Legislative Session. S.516 is known is as the SC Read to Succeed Act 
(Chapter 155 of Section 59 of the SC Code of Laws) which establishes the Read to 
Succeed Office to oversee a number of initiative related to classroom teaching of 
literacy/reading, monitoring of academic achievement, supportive initiatives, and 
teacher in service and pre-serve preparation. This last initiative affects the SCSU 
Department of Education Teacher Education Preparation Program. SC 59-155-180 
(B) (1) states that “Beginning with students entering a teacher education program in 
the fall semester of the 2016-2017 School Year, all pre-service teacher education 
programs including MAT degree programs must require all candidates seeking 
certification to complete a specified number of credit hours sequence in literacy that 
includes a school-based practicum and ensures that candidates grasp the theory, 
research, and practices that support and guide the teaching of reading.”  
 

 
Will the proposed modification impact any existing programs and services at the institution? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, explain. (1000 characters) 

 
Description of the Program 

 
Projected New Enrollment 

Year 
Fall Spring Summer 

Headcount Credit Hours Headcount Credit Hours Headcount Credit Hours 

NA             

 No changes in enrollment are expected as a result of the Read to Succeed Act.  
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Curriculum 

 
Attach a curriculum sheet identifying the courses required for each program. See attachments. 

 
Curriculum Changes 

Note: Complete this table for each program. 
 

Courses Eliminated from   
MAT Elementary Education Program  

Courses Added to  
MAT Elementary Education Program 

PE 502: Curriculum Planning and Development 
for Early Childhood/Elementary Health and 
Physical Education. 3  credits 

RED 507 Advanced Teaching of Reading in 
the Pre-K and Elementary Schools, RED 511 
Instructional Methods in Teaching Reading.  
6 credits 
 

Courses Eliminated from  
MAT English Education Program 

  

Courses Added to  
MAT English Education Program 

 
 RED 517 Advanced Teaching of Reading in 

Secondary Schools.  3 credits 
 

Courses Eliminated from   
MAT Biology Education Program 

 

Courses Added to  
MAT Biology Education Program 

 
 RED 517 Advanced Teaching of Reading in 

Secondary Schools.  3 credits 
 

Courses Eliminated from   
MAT Mathematics Education  

  

Courses Added to  
MAT Mathematics Education  

 RED 517 Advanced Teaching of Reading in 
Secondary Schools. 3 credits 

  

 
Faculty 

Provide a brief explanation of any additional institutional changes in faculty and/or administrative 
assignment that may result from implementing the proposed program modification. (1000 
characters) 
No new faculty or administrative changes are required. 

 
Resources 

 
Identify any new library/learning resources, new instructional equipment, and new facilities or 
modifications to existing facilities needed to support the modified program. (2000 characters) 
No new library/learning resources, instructional equipment or facilities are needed. 
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Financial Support  [Complete this section if there are new costs associated with the modifications] 

*Provide an explanation for these costs and sources of financing in the budget justification.  

Estimated New Costs by Year 
Category 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total 

Program Administration NA            

Faculty and Staff Salaries             

Graduate Assistants             

Equipment             

Facilities             

Supplies and Materials             

Library Resources             

Other*             

Total             

Sources of Financing 
Category 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total 

Tuition Funding Remains 
the same             

Program-Specific Fees             
State Funding (i.e., Special 
State Appropriation)*             

Reallocation of Existing 
Funds*             

Federal Funding*             
Other Funding*             
Total             
Net Total (i.e., Sources of 
Financing Minus Estimated 
New Costs) 
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Budget Justification 
 
Provide a brief explanation for the other new costs and any special sources of financing (state 
funding, reallocation of existing funds, federal funding, or other funding) identified in the 
Financial Support table. (1000 characters) 
 
Note: Institutions need to complete this budget justification only if any other new costs, state 
funding, reallocation of existing funds, federal funding, or other funding are included in the 
Financial Support table.  
No new costs will result from the implementation of changes due to the Read to Succeed 
Act. 

 
Evaluation and Assessment 

 
Will any the proposed modification impact the way the program is evaluated and assessed?  

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, explain. (1000 characters) 
 
Will the proposed modification affect or result in program-specific accreditation? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, explain; if the modification will result in the program seeking program-specific 
accreditation, provide the institution’s plans to seek accreditation, including the expected 
timeline for accreditation. (500 characters) 
 
Will the proposed modification affect or lead to licensure or certification? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, explain how the program will prepare students for licensure or certification. (500 
characters) 
The modification brings the Education programs into compliance with the Read to Succeed 
Act. 

Teacher or School Professional Preparation Programs 
 
Is the proposed modified program a teacher or school professional preparation program? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, complete the following components. 
 
Area of Certification 
N/A 
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