USC Salkehatchie

Mission/Statement of Purpose

As part of the University of South Carolina, the USC Salkehatchie Regional Campus plays an important role in the lives of the citizens of the mostly rural regions of Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Colleton, and Hampton counties, as well as neighboring areas.

With locations in both Allendale and Walterboro, USC Salkehatchie offers the citizens of its service area the opportunity for a higher education and noncredit continuing education courses. Salkehatchie offers associate in arts and science degree programs, and its primary purpose is to provide the first two years of a university education, offering USC Columbia courses taught by USC approved faculty. Further, USC Salkehatchie is committed to the education of the state’s diverse citizens through its endeavors of teaching, research and creative activity, and service. After completing work at Salkehatchie, some students move on to other institutions to complete baccalaureate degree work, while others may elect to leave Salkehatchie after college study and enter the world of work. In addition to offering at least the first two years of general education instruction in many areas to enable students to earn associate degrees, the institution offers limited upper-division work at other institutions.

As a learning center of the University of South Carolina with approximately 1,000 students, the institution is committed to making University and other resources available to the majority of high-school graduates in the area. USC senior campuses and USC Columbia offer advanced courses at USC Salkehatchie, which lead toward baccalaureate degrees awarded by the senior campuses and Columbia. Additionally, graduate courses are available through the Salkehatchie Extended Graduate Campus Program under the auspices of the USC Columbia Graduate School.

Courses offered by Salkehatchie faculty are also complemented by courses offered through the University telecommunications network. USC Salkehatchie is committed to community outreach in such forms as offering selected college courses off campus at sites such as area high schools and correctional institutions and offering credit or noncredit courses as needed for area industries and residents. The institution is committed to using its own and other resources to meet the educational needs of the citizens of its service area.

USC Salkehatchie requires its graduates to possess oral and written communication, critical thinking, and computational skills. In addition, its graduates must have a grounding in the liberal arts through the acquisition of knowledge in the following areas: humanities or fine arts, social or behavioral sciences, natural sciences or mathematics. As an institution, USC Salkehatchie is committed to strength in teaching and to developing career and learning skills in its students. Additionally the institution seeks to create an atmosphere that encourages a dedication to learning throughout one’s life, the search for truth, respect for cultural diversity, and freedom of inquiry.

USC Salkehatchie acts as a resource to its five-county area by serving as a focal point for the cultural and intellectual development of the area through providing various cultural, intellectual, economic, and education programs. Its academic, continuing education, cultural, public service, and recreational programs and services reflect USC Salkehatchie’s purpose to enhance and enrich the communities of it service area and to improve the quality of life of its citizens.
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