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Institution

Columbia International University

Title of Project

Christian Service Learning in Kirkland men's and Camille women's prison

Project Director

Karen Close, Director of Christian Service Learning & Andre Melvin, Director of Prison Initiative

Contact Information for Project Director

kclose@ciu.edu
(803) 807-5465

amelvin@ciu.edu
(803) 807-5020

Establishment Date of Project

Fall 2013-Spring 2014

Unit That Administers Project

Christian Service Learning Department and the Prison Initiative

Total Number of Students Involved

32 CIU on campus students; 54 CIU students in the prisons



PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REGARDING THE NOMINATED PROJECT
(Insert your answer after each question.)

1. For purposes of this competition, the Commission on Higher Education defines service learning
as college student learning at any level and in any situation that is linked in a direct, hands-on
fashion to the resolution of a problem or concern in a target community outside the institution
and is related to a college course with some type of reflection activity. How does your project
meet the parameters of this definition?

The faculty at Columbia International University (CIU) are committed to challenging student's head
(academic excellence and exploration of Biblical truth), heart (spiritual transformation and maturation as a
servant), and hands (ministry and professional skill development). The balanced life, using head, heart,
and hands, always can be seen in and through servant-hood.

The purpose of the Christian Service Learning (CSL) Program is found within its name:

Christian: Each student will express his/her world-view and values as a Christian serving within a local
church or in the community. Students are required to serve a minimum of 80 hours during their second,
third and fourth semesters at CIU. Most students serve many more hours.

Service: Each student will become a servant of others. Jesus is our role model for our service. He
selflessly provided and cared for those in need without any expectation of reward or benefit to self.

Learning: Each student will be intentional in this hands-on approach to learning, preparing a learning
contract, practicing self-reflection, and seeking constructive advice from others.

One of the projects where Christian Service Learning students choose to volunteer is at the local men and
women's prisons. Students are interested in this service learning opportunity because of the radical
changes that they see take place in the inmates over the course of their two years in the prison initiative
program.

Prisoners who are chosen for the two year Associate of Arts program fulfill their Christian Service
Learning requirements by making volunteer cell to cell visits with inmates who are not a part of the
program, in order to educate them about God and His ways. This corresponds with the prison initiative
mission statement: The objective for CIU's Prison Initiative program is to train inmates to live in
accordance with biblical principles and to equip them for the unique ministry opportunities afforded by
their incarceration. The Prison Initiative program operates under Columbia International University's
educational philosophy of the educational triad: Bible knowledge, spiritual formation, and ministry skills
training.



2. Specifically, which segments of the college/university community does your project involve?
This project involves the undergraduate population, specifically students in the first and second years of

college who are traditional students at CIU on the campus, along with CIU students who are enrolled in
the CIU Associate of Arts program in Kirkland men's and Camille women's prisons.

3. How many students (specify degree levels to the extent possible) does the project affect?

The project affected 32 students seeking their Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree and 54
students seeking their Associate of Arts degree.



4. Describe the target community or communities your project serves.

The CIU Prison Initiative program provides training for men and women who are incarcerated in the
SCDC prison system. A two year, 70 credit Associates of Arts in Bible degree is awarded to men and
women who meet spiritual, academic, and behavioral qualifications. Since the start of the program in
January 2007, 80 men and women have graduated from the program and are currently serving in 22
institutions around South Carolina. Six graduates have been released and are serving in their local
church.

Our main objective is a reflection of our mission statement: “Training inmates to live in accordance with
Biblical principles and equipping them for the unique ministry opportunities afforded by their
incarceration.” During the time the students are at Kirkland and Camille, they receive training through a
fully accredited Associate of Arts degree program. In addition to their study time, the men and women
invest 2-6 hours weekly in cell to cell evangelism, as well as Bible teaching. Upon graduation, the men
and women are dispersed to prisons in accordance with their security designation. At these locations,
they serve under the supervision of their chaplain.

This program is not only unique to Columbia and the State of South Carolina, but also nationally-with the
New Orleans Seminary program within the Louisiana Penitentiary at Angola as one of only a few
spiritually focused academic programs nationwide. Christian Service Learning on campus students serve
as mentors or volunteers to make it possible for the CIU students in the prisons to be successful in
obtaining their Associate of Arts degree. They staff the library and computer lab, proof papers, do some
tutoring and most importantly invest in relationships with inmates in order to help them excel not only
academically, but mature spiritually as well.

5. Describe your project’s effectiveness in helping to solve the problems or concerns in the target
community.

Currently, the focus is on both men and women in the South Carolina prison system. The program has
graduated 80 students and currently has 45 students enrolled. No preference is given regarding race or
denomination. Because many of these men and women may have been already incarcerated for 20 years
or more, no family support is expected or required. All funding is achieved through donations from
churches, individuals, businesses, and scholarships or reduced university fees or costs. The Prison
Initiative program is making an impact across the state of South Carolina. The program is strategically
located at the only Receive and Evaluation Centers (R&E) for both male and female inmates in the state.
Any person receiving a sentence beyond 90 days will serve their initial time at Kirkland Correctional
Institution for men and Camille Griffin Graham Correctional Institution for women. During their time at the
(R&E) centers, these new inmates are evaluated, processed and classified. They are not allowed to
attend any religious services. However, the Prison Initiative students have been given the opportunity to
go to them to minister to them. This means that every inmate that has been incarcerated since our
program started in 2007 until the present have received multiple visits each week by each of our students
sharing the gospel message of Jesus Christ. In addition to the 45 Prison Initiative students, many
on-campus students receive Christian Service Learning credit for joining their fellow PI students in this
cell-to-cell ministry. Other on-campus students join not for credit, but because they are passionate about
serving and ministering in this particular mission field.

After two years of training in the Prison Initiative Program, the students graduate and are transferred to
other SCDC institutions around the state for ministry placement and service. They are required to serve
at least five years at the institution where they are needed, assisting the chaplain staff in ministering to the
inmates on that yard. Our graduates serve in various capacities at their assigned institution, such as
office clerk in the chaplains office, hospice care, preaching and teaching, and ministering to those inmates
who are on maximum security lock-up. Our graduates have been found to be peacemakers, and have
often been credited for creating a calming affect on the yard because of their presence and ministry.

They are given no special privilege and are not utilized as informants, but have been able to make a
difference in areas that the chaplains cannot due to their ability to relate to other inmates in the same
uniform as they wear.



6. Describe the degree to which your project enhances student learning while providing specific
examples of the service learning activities the college students engage in. Also explain how the
service learning activities reinforce or apply what the students learn in the classroom.

CIU centers its education around the "head, hands, and heart" stool concept in order to give our
graduates a well rounded and stable education. Students who have been involved through the CSL
program at the prisons and those within the walls are holding up the "hands" leg of this three legged stool.
Our graduates are equipped when they graduate to either be "ministering professionals or professional
ministers" so CIU believes it is important for them to practice what they are learning in the classroom
through service requirements. The following are student testimonies from their CSL experience in the
prisons last year. “Shane started the semester not totally sure what mentoring would look like--but he
jumped into ministry and is completing the semester with a passion and desire to keep serving--even
branching out into new ministry opportunities within the prison next semester. As | talked with him in our
end-of-semester meeting, | was encouraged to see his tender heart toward the Lord and the way the Lord
used his interaction with the student-inmates to see how incredible God's grace really is.”

“I am a lot more interested in doing social work because of my involvement at the prison. | learned that |
like hearing peoples' stories, but that it might take them time to open up. Especially in the prison.” -Tina
R

“I think | learned as much going to Kirkland as the guys in there felt encouraged. | learned that God can
use me in ministries | do not feel totally comfortable engaging in. | found that God has gifted me with the
ability to listen and be patient with others as they talk.” -Timothy W

“...I can see God working in those women. | learned a lot about good work ethic from the women at the
prison.” -Leah T

“I continue to learn more about the guys in the program and what God has done for them which shows me
and teaches me more about God. Seeing how He has influenced and changed them, influences me too.
They are a huge blessing to me and my relationship with God. “ -Tyler J

“I've been encouraged by the change | continue to see in their lives, and that change keeps me looking up
to the Wonderful Redeemer and Giver of Grace....my spiritual gifts continue to be refined, at Camille
specifically the Lord has shown me how to love and relate to a group of women with a very different
lifestyle, upbringing, and current culture. He has given me opportunities to speak into the women's lives,
to encourage them, and to disciple them through tutoring in their studies.” -Nicole M

“God shows no partiality to the kind of person his Son redeemed.” -Cameron C

“I have learned that my brothers in the prison are disciplined and really love the Lord and are such an
encouragement to my faith to stay disciplined and press deeper into the Lord. My prayers for others have
increased.” -Logan T

7. s there academic credit associated with the project (not necessary for submission)? If so,
please explain the particulars.

Christian Service Learning is a non credit course. However, three semesters, or equivalent, are required
to graduate. Several students included in the total student numbers, fulfilled their Psychology practicum
requirements by volunteering in the prisons and received credit for their practicum experience.



8. If funding is required, how is the project funded and what is the approximate annual budget for
the project?

Because state law prohibits any governmental funding for inmates, all of the funding for this project is
provided through the faithful donations of individuals, churches and organizations. The approximate
annual budget for this project is $75,000 for each program (Prison Initiative for men and Prison initiative
for women), which when combined, totals approximately $150,000 annually.

9. Add any other comments you may have about your project.

A total of 32 CIU on campus students logged 1,224 documented hours behind the prison walls while 54
CIU prison students were involved in their volunteer service behind the walls. These students volunteered
to make 32,947 cell to cell visits with inmates in an effort to bring them to a knowledge of God and His
ways. The results of these impressive number of visits resulted in 1,131 inmates making a first time
decision to follow God, and 1,850 inmates rededicated their lives back to God and His ways.

We believe that this unique opportunity, in which our students may choose to serve, has the potential to
dramatically change the climate in the prisons of South Carolina for good! We also believe that our
students are impacted in a profound way by serving a community behind bars.

You may also include supplemental information about the project (such as brochures, pictures, etc.).
Please return this form via e-mail by February 27, 2015, to:

Trena Houp, Program Manager

Academic Affairs

South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
1122 Lady Street, Suite 300

Columbia, SC 29201

803.737.4853

thoup@che.sc.gov
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Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. (Heb. 12:1-2)

As | think of this new year of 2015, | am reminded of this verse. God, by His abundant mercy and
grace, has given us more time to run this Christian race. We have another opportunity to perfect
that which we have been entrusted. We have been given an extension to fulfill His purpose for our
lives and ministry responsibilities.

The Hebrew writer exhorts his believing recipients in the midst of their trials and tests, that despite their challenges, they can
: : run their race effectively by drawing on examples of the saints of old (vs 1) and by following Jesus who is our best model of
h’ i @ ' running a perfect race (vs 2).

~"x

% In the eighth year of the Prison Initiative, God has given us more opportunity to make an impact within the walls of the South

: PR I SO N = Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC). The 15 men in the sixth cohort, who graduated in December, have been added
: : ' to the 79 other CIU Prison Initiative alumni serving in 22 male and female institutions around our state. Meanwhile, the 15

C I I N ITIATIVE : ey : men of cohort #8 have started their two-year training, and will join cohort #7 who are half-way through their program, and are

X looking forward to graduation at the end of the year. X

M AKING I—II M KNOWN WITHIN THE WALLS The students in the second cohort of women are in their second semester, having successfully overcome the many challenges

that come with college-level studies.

Our students are running their race. They are learning to draw upon the faithfulness of those who have gone before them.
They are learning how to lay aside all distractions and how to acknowledge and address sin in their lives. They are learning
how to persevere in their race despite all obstacles and hurdles that stand before them. But more importantly, they are

] R . .. . learning how to keep their focus on the One that called them to run, Jesus Christ, who will coach them through each leg of
Contact the Prison Initiative: Address Prison Initiative Gifts to: _ their experience.

Visit www.ciu.edu/prisoninitiative to learn more about the entire program, objectives, curriculum, and updates.
We would like to hear from you. Please send us your thoughts, suggestions, and/or questions.

Dr. Andre Melvin, Director Email: amelvin@ciu.edu Mr. Frank Bedell \ ; o
; S - Thank you for your prayers and support for our students and for our program. God continues to show His hand of provision
Q) Bt Dl QiuRiopment and favor. May He bless you for joining Him in this Kingdom driven endeavor.
Columbia International University Phone: (803) 807-5020 Prison Initiative L) AIRE RIS g '
7435 Monticello Road Columbia International University . 3
Columbia, SC 29203 Toll Free: (800) 777-2227 7435 Monticello Road Andre T. Melvin, M.Div.

Director

Columbia, SC 29203 CIU Prison Initiative
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GRADUATE TESTIMONIES

How has God shaped and molded you over the last two years in the Prison Initiative Program?

“In these two years, God has helped me
to learn how to communicate with people:
believers and unbelievers in a most
effective way... Through academic testing
I have learned how fo trust in God and |
can also apply this not only in academics
but also in life. God is faithful. It's been a
challenge these two years but it is God’s
victory.”—C.P.

“God has allowed me to see that | do not
need to follow anybody but Him. He has
shown me through others that | can be a
leader as long as | am following after the
Son and let the light inside me shine ever
bright! | have also learned that the past
is the past and | am pressing towards the
future; the future is found in Christ.”-A.S.

“I believe the program helped to solidify
my personal theology—my “creed,” if you
will. My faith has been challenged through
the learning process and at times | felt it
was more than | could bear. But seeing
the progress in all areas of my Christian
development, | know God has equipped
me with whatever I'll need as a platform
for relationships, higher education and

lay ministry as well as whatever calling
He places in my heart for the future. In
knowing Him more intimately, | believe

I am able to more confidently and more
effectively serve Him, to bring others to
know Him too...but more importantly, to be
known by Him.” -J.C.

“One of the biggest ways God has shaped
and molded me would be learning to love
others and also to receive love. Having an
open mind to listen to other views but not
compromising my own values.”-A.G.

“It has given me a greater understanding
and appreciation of grace, along with
a better understanding of
my identity in Christ.”
-H.B.

T -
“‘God has shown me His i
presence in such a way that " - =-'E
I have been overwhelmed . I 1 F
by His grace and mercy. He y e ‘ : , §
has led me to review my life y ' Tm Ead TN e s i

and address those things that
have kept me in sin all my life.
He has given me the desire
to fulfill His Word in my life, to
live as He has called me and
to serve.”-B.R.

“Coming to the CIU program
has shaped and molded me
in a way that | never dreamed or even
imagined. | was a Christian before coming
to the program but since being in the
Initiative, | have really come to know God.
I now have a relationship with Him that
compels me to want to make Him known
to everyone | meet.” -W.J.

“There have been times here in school
when God would reveal a certain truth
or concept pertaining to life as His child,
that have just absolutely blown me away.
Everything is all about who we are in
Christ.”-TR.

“God has helped me to understand my
need for Him, to embrace my weaknesses
as an opportunity to learn. I've grown in
an appreciation for God’s Word and have
met an amazing group of men who I now
recognize as tools that God has used to
shape and mold me.” -A.B.

EMAIL SUBSCRIPTION

COLUMBIA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY | PRISION [NITIATIVE

Subscribe!

In an effort to use the financial resources '
that God has blessed us with as wisely and

effectively as possible, we are transitioning

a couple of our scheduled newsletters to

e-newsletters. We don’t want you to miss these updates. If you
would like to receive the e-newsletter (two-four times a year!)
please let us know by emailing Grace Dye at gdye@ciu.edu or
calling (803) 807-5020.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please Pray...

+ Pray for our students to be diligent in their studies
and not to grow weary as they faithfully prepare for
ministry.

B e

+ Pray for our faculty and staff as they juggle many
responsibilities and seek to be an encouragement to both students and
graduates as well as SCDC staff.

+ Pray for our graduates as they continue to serve in their respective institutions.
Life there is not always easy and they need the grace of God to persevere and
be a light in the darkness.

* Pray for the men and women who are being initiated into prison with whom our
students have the opportunity to share the gospel weekly.

+ Pray that the hearts of the new inmates will be softened to the gospel and that
our students will have the blessing of seeing souls saved.

* Praise the Lord for His grace in giving our staff wisdom during the selection
process for Cohort #8.

+ Pray that the Lord will provide for the financial needs of the ministry.




Two Locations...
One Mission

Get Involved!

While your access to this needy people
group is limited, you can still be involved!
As with any missionary endeavor, we need
both prayer and financial support. It
requires about $3,800 a year for one
student-inmate to attend the CIU Prison
Initiative program.

There are professor salaries, text books,
computer upkeep, and classroom supplies.
Other costs include mileage, licensing,
books, and of course, Bibles.

We ask you to join us in praying for the
Lord to provide the resources needed to
continue this vital ministry. Also, please
pray for our students as they study and
prepare for ministry. The challenges are
great but God’s grace is greater!

If you have questions or would like to get
involved, please contact us!

Contact Us

Columbia International University

Making Him Known Within the Walls


mailto:gdye@ciu.edu
http://www.ciu.edu/prisoninitiative

A Hard to Reach People
Group

There is a mission field where many in the
people group are in a state of apathy,
discouragement and hopelessness. They
often feel forgotten, abandoned or rejected
by family and former friends. Would you
like to reach this people group?

How then will they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? How will they
believe in Him whom they have not heard?
And how will they hear without a
preacher? How will they preach unless
they are sent? (Rom. 10:14-15a)

Dr. Osterlund (Director Emeritus) prays with
Kirkland students during class.

The problem is, access to this people
group is limited. They’re the inmates in
the South Carolina Department of
Corrections.

But we know someone who can reach
them: their fellow inmates.

The Mission: Training
Disciples

The mission of the CIU Prison Initiative is: To
train inmates to live in accordance with
biblical principles and to equip them for the
unique ministry opportunities afforded by
their incarceration.

Each year, a new cohort of 15, qualified
inmates are selected to take CIU classes
leading to an accredited Associate of Arts
Degree. Each week the student-inmates are
taught behind the walls of the prison grounds
by CIU professors and are expected to prepare
their lessons and submit to academic standards
as high as the standards found on the main
CIU campus. They take general education
courses such as English, History and
Mathematics; Bible, Theology and Evangelism
courses; as well as several workshops
including Computer Technology, Comparative
Religions, and Hospice Training.

The CIU student-inmates then live out their
knowledge and deepening spiritual life by
going cell to cell, building to building in
regularly scheduled times of ministry and
interaction with the prison system’s newest
inmates.

Disciples Sent Out

After the two years of training, CIU
Prison Initiative graduates are placed in
prisons across the state. They serve as
men of peace, compassion, and skill
under the local chaplain team. They may
teach Bible courses or discipleship
classes, assist in the daily ministry of the
chaplain’s office, or offer a strong
testimony while working in prison
industries. They are expected to be a
positive (salt and light) influence to the
men in their dorm or in the prison yard.

The men do not expect to be released
because of this special training — they
expect to be used within the razor wire as
missionaries to their own people group.

Mike Thompson (CIU’s Residence Life Director)
faithfully teaches one of the cohorts at the
Kirkland Correctional Facility.
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The purpose of the Christian Service Learning (CSL) Program is found within its name:
 
Christian: Each student will express his/her world-view and values as a Christian serving within a local church or in the community. Students are required to serve a minimum of 80 hours during their second, third and fourth semesters at CIU. Most students serve many more hours. 
 
Service: Each student will become a servant of others. Jesus is our role model for our service. He selflessly provided and cared for those in need without any expectation of reward or benefit to self.
 
Learning: Each student will be intentional in this hands-on approach to learning, preparing a learning contract, practicing self-reflection, and seeking constructive advice from others.
 
One of the projects where Christian Service Learning students choose to volunteer is at the local men and women's prisons. Students are interested in this service learning opportunity because of the radical changes that they see take place in the inmates over the course of their two years in the prison initiative program. 
 
Prisoners who are chosen for the two year Associate of Arts program fulfill their Christian Service Learning requirements by making volunteer cell to cell visits with inmates who are not a part of the program, in order to educate them about God and His ways. This corresponds with the prison initiative mission statement:  The objective for CIU's Prison Initiative program is to train inmates to live in accordance with biblical principles and to equip them for the unique ministry opportunities afforded by their incarceration. The Prison Initiative program operates under Columbia International University's educational philosophy of the educational triad: Bible knowledge, spiritual formation, and ministry skills training.  
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	Text11: The CIU Prison Initiative program provides training for men and women who are incarcerated in the SCDC prison system. A two year, 70 credit Associates of Arts in Bible degree is awarded to men and women who meet spiritual, academic, and behavioral qualifications. Since the start of the program in January 2007, 80 men and women have graduated from the program and are currently serving in 22 institutions around South Carolina. Six graduates have been released and are serving in their local church.
 
Our main objective is a reflection of our mission statement: “Training inmates to live in accordance with Biblical principles and equipping them for the unique ministry opportunities afforded by their incarceration.” During the time the students are at Kirkland and Camille, they receive training through a fully accredited Associate of Arts degree program. In addition to their study time, the men and women invest 2-6 hours weekly in cell to cell evangelism, as well as Bible teaching. Upon graduation, the men and women are dispersed to prisons in accordance with their security designation. At these locations, they serve under the supervision of their chaplain.
 
This program is not only unique to Columbia and the State of South Carolina, but also nationally-with the New Orleans Seminary program within the Louisiana Penitentiary at Angola as one of only a few spiritually focused academic programs nationwide. Christian Service Learning on campus students serve as mentors or volunteers to make it possible for the CIU students in the prisons to be successful in obtaining their Associate of Arts degree. They staff the library and computer lab, proof papers, do some tutoring and most importantly invest in relationships with inmates in order to help them excel not only academically, but mature spiritually as well.
	Text12: Currently, the focus is on both men and women in the South Carolina prison system. The program has graduated 80 students and currently has 45 students enrolled. No preference is given regarding race or denomination. Because many of these men and women may have been already incarcerated for 20 years or more, no family support is expected or required. All funding is achieved through donations from churches, individuals, businesses, and scholarships or reduced university fees or costs. The Prison Initiative program is making an impact across the state of South Carolina.  The program is strategically located at the only Receive and Evaluation Centers (R&E) for both male and female inmates in the state.  Any person receiving a sentence beyond 90 days will serve their initial time at Kirkland Correctional Institution for men and Camille Griffin Graham Correctional Institution for women.   During their time at the (R&E) centers, these new inmates are evaluated, processed and classified.  They are not allowed to attend any religious services.  However, the Prison Initiative students have been given the opportunity to go to them to minister to them.  This means that every inmate that has been incarcerated since our program started in 2007 until the present have received multiple visits each week by each of our students sharing the gospel message of Jesus Christ.  In addition to the 45 Prison Initiative students, many on-campus students receive Christian Service Learning credit for joining their fellow PI students in this cell-to-cell ministry. Other on-campus students join not for credit, but because they are passionate about serving and ministering in this particular mission field. 
 
After two years of training in the Prison Initiative Program, the students graduate and are transferred to other SCDC institutions around the state for ministry placement and service.  They are required to serve at least five years at the institution where they are needed, assisting the chaplain staff in ministering to the inmates on that yard.  Our graduates serve in various capacities at their assigned institution, such as office clerk in the chaplains office, hospice care, preaching and teaching, and ministering to those inmates who are on maximum security lock-up. Our graduates have been found to be peacemakers, and have often been credited for creating a calming affect on the yard because of their presence and ministry.  They are given no special privilege and are not utilized as informants, but have been able to make a difference in areas that the chaplains cannot due to their ability to relate to other inmates in the same uniform as they wear.  
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“God shows no partiality to the kind of person his Son redeemed.”  -Cameron C
 
“I have learned that my brothers in the prison are disciplined and really love the Lord and are such an encouragement to my faith to stay disciplined and press deeper into the Lord.  My prayers for others have increased.”  -Logan T 
	Text14: Christian Service Learning is a non credit course.  However, three semesters, or equivalent, are required to graduate. Several students included in the total student numbers, fulfilled their Psychology practicum requirements by volunteering in the prisons and received credit for their practicum experience. 
	Text15: Because state law prohibits any governmental funding for inmates, all of the funding for this project is provided through the faithful donations of individuals, churches and organizations.  The approximate annual budget for this project is $75,000 for each program (Prison Initiative for men and Prison initiative for women), which when combined, totals approximately $150,000 annually.  
	Text16: A total of 32 CIU on campus students logged 1,224 documented hours behind the prison walls while 54 CIU prison students were involved in their volunteer service behind the walls. These students volunteered to make 32,947 cell to cell visits with inmates in an effort to bring them to a knowledge of God and His ways. The results of these impressive number of visits resulted in 1,131 inmates making a first time decision to follow God, and 1,850 inmates rededicated their lives back to God and His ways. 
 
We believe that this unique opportunity, in which our students may choose to serve, has the potential to dramatically change the climate in the prisons of South Carolina for good! We also believe that our students are impacted in a profound way by serving a community behind bars. 


