NOMINATION FORM
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION SERVICE LEARNING COMPETITION

Institution

Piedmont Technical College

Title of Project

Renovation at Star Fort Historical Site

Project Director

Robert Roche

Contact Information for Project Director

Robert Roche

620 N. Emerald Rd. | P.O. Box 1467
Greenwood, SC 29648
Roche.B@ptc.edu

864-941-8465

Establishment Date of Project

Sept. 29, 2014

Unit That Administers Project

Building Construction Technology

Total Number of Students Involved

23



PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REGARDING THE NOMINATED PROJECT
(Insert your answer after each question.)

1. For purposes of this competition, the Commission on Higher Education defines service learning
as college student learning at any level and in any situation that is linked in a direct, hands-on
fashion to the resolution of a problem or concern in a target community outside the institution
and is related to a college course with some type of reflection activity. How does your project
meet the parameters of this definition?

Mr. Roche, Program Director and Instructor of Building Construction Technology, looks for
opportunities to allow his students to share their skills with the community served by Piedmont

Technology College. He encourages his students to give back, and this project is just one of the many

examples employed by Mr. Roche through the years. As a result of this community project, his first and

second year Building Construction Technology students were able to use their skills as part of a

restoration project in collaboration with the National Park service. As a result, his students were able to

provide a lasting, tangible benefit to future visitors to the historic Star Fort site while enhancing their

construction and restoration competencies.

After the project was complete, Mr. Roche also had his students write reflectively about their
thoughts regarding the projects. In their writings, some students commented on what they learned about
their craft, and others wrote about how rewarding it was to be able to use their skills as part of such a
meaningful project. Mr. Roche commented that his trade has been good to him in his career and that he is
sure that it will be equally good to his students. Mr. Roche has been compelled to use his talents to give

back to his community, and through these types of projects, he is teaching his students to follow his lead.



2. Specifically, which segments of the college/university community does your project involve?
First and second year Building Construction Trades students who were members of the BCT For

Life Club, Mr. Roche (the instructor), and an adjunct instructor in the program.

3. How many students (specify degree levels to the extent possible) does the project affect?

Twenty-three students enrolled in the Associate of Applied Science in Building Construction Technology.



4. Describe the target community or communities your project serves.

The Star Fort Historical Site in Ninety Six, SC was the location at which the Building
Construction Trades students completed the renovation. This historical site is maintained by the
National Park Service. This site provides educational opportunities for visitors to learn about the
area's importance during the Revolutionary War. Visitors are also able to learn about the other
unique aspects of the park's archaeological, cultural, and natural histories. This project will
impact all of the visitors to this historical site for years to come.

Here at Piedmont Technical College the Building Construction Technology Program has always
been heavily involved in projects that give back to the community. This project was one that will
give back to the community for a lifetime. It also allowed us to publicly show the department
off. The completion of this project was important for the annual Candle Light tour of the fort,
where hundreds of people will receive a tour of the cabin and grounds. Both the fort and our
program benefited greatly from this project.

5. Describe your project’s effectiveness in helping to solve the problems or concerns in the target
community.

The Building Construction Technology (BCT) program at Piedmont Technical College took
on a project of renovating a cabin at the Star Fort Historical Site in Ninety Six, SC. The cabin we
worked on needed new porches on the back and front of the cabin. Both of the front and back
porches were in need of repair because of their age. The front porch needed a new support
system. We had to remove the deck boards carefully making sure each board was labeled, due
to the historical significance of the cabin. Once the support system was replaced we returned
the boards to their original place. The support system was a complete overhaul. The porch
originally sloped down from the middle to the outside edges, however after the work was
completed the porch was left completely level. The back porch was in such bad shape that it

had to be completely rebuilt.



6. Describe the degree to which your project enhances student learning while providing specific
examples of the service learning activities the college students engage in. Also explain how the
service learning activities reinforce or apply what the students learn in the classroom.

Building Construction Technology, like the other technical programs taught at Piedmont Technical
College, requires the students to gain hands-on experience as part of their learning. These hands-on
activities take many shapes, but the College encourages faculty members to look for impactful activities
that allow the students to hone their skills while giving back to the community. This project is a perfect
example of how students and faculty can share specific skills as part of a larger project. Specifically, the
first and second year students were able to use their different skills sets on separate parts of the
restoration project. The students were able to practice various skills including: fundamentals of building
construction, project management, fundamentals of construction safety, and customer service and other
soft skills. All of these competencies are taught and reinforced in their program, but the ability for students
to hone these skills on such a practical and significant project was an experience that should stay with the

students for a lifetime.

7. s there academic credit associated with the project (not necessary for submission)? If so,
please explain the particulars.

There is no specific credit awarded for this activity. It was used to reinforce the competencies included in

the Building Construction Technology program.



8. If funding is required, how is the project funded and what is the approximate annual budget for
the project?

The National Park Service funded the materials for this project and the Building Construction Technology
program from Piedmont Technical College supplied the labor. The materials used in the one-time project

were estimated to have cost approximately $7500.

9. Add any other comments you may have about your project.

A video that provides and overview of the project can be found at:

http://www.ptc.edu/news/bct-students-shine-star-fort

You may also include supplemental information about the project (such as brochures, pictures, etc.).
Please return this form via e-mail by February 27, 2015, to:

Trena Houp, Program Manager

Academic Affairs

South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
1122 Lady Street, Suite 300

Columbia, SC 29201

803.737.4853

thoup@che.sc.gov
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