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Legislative Updates of interest for Higher Education: Week of Feb. 9-13, 2015 
(Highlighted & bolded text is linked to source. Bill numbers go to the most recent version on the SC General Assembly 
website, www.scstatehouse.gov.  This report is not intended to be all inclusive. For additional information on the 2015 
session, see SC General Assembly website. For information reports on CHE’s website, Click Here) 

In the House 

− Budget:  Work on the FY 2015-16 budget recommendations continued during the week in subcommittee.  The 
Ways & Means Higher Education and Technical Colleges Budget Subcommittee met on Tuesday to finalize 
recommendations for consideration of the Ways & Means Proviso Subcommittee.  The Proviso Subcommittee, 
which considers proviso recommendations from each of the budget subcommittees, met on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to consider recommendations to advance to the full Ways and Means Committee.  The Ways and 
Means Committee will meet beginning on February 17 at 10:00 am to begin its deliberations on the FY 2015-16 
budget.  A number of new provisos were introduced and passed by the Higher Education Budget Subcommittee 
and subsequently passed by the Proviso Subcommittee.  A listing and text of various new or amended provisos 
impacting higher education are attached.  For handouts on other provisos considered, Click Here (see Feb 10 & 
11).  Please keep in mind that action of the committee is not recorded in the posted list which and not all provisos 
included were passed or may have had substitute provisos introduced and passed.   

− House Education and Public Works Committee met on Wednesday and heard testimony on H.3453 relating to 
student due process in non-academic disciplinary hearings.  The committee receded at the call of the chair to 
meet again at a later date to continue its deliberation of H.3452. 

− House Education and Public Works Committee met on Wednesday and voted to advance several bills to the full 
House.  Among the bills considered, the Committee advanced H.3037 as introduced without amendment.  
H.3037 provides for the waiver of the 12 month physical presence requirement for discharged veterans who are 
establishing SC residency for tuition and fee purposes and their dependents.  As advanced, H.3037 does not 
address federal legislation (Veterans Choice Act of 2014, Section 702) which requires states to provide in-state 
tuition rates to certain veterans, their spouses and dependents who are receiving Post 9/11 GI and Montgomery 
Bill education benefits.  A bill is under consideration in the Senate Education, S.391, which would address the 
federal requirements.  

Introduced in the House during the week: 
H. 3542, to enact the "College Financial Aid Education Act of 2015” to amend Section 59-29-410 to include financing 
postsecondary education among topics covered in high school financial literacy programs and to amend Sections 59-
103-165, 59-103-170, and 59-103-190 relating to postsecondary information packets for 8th graders to expand the 
scope regarding the students impacted and the required information and dissemination of information regarding 
college programs.  The legislation would also require offering students who wish to withdraw or transfer from college 
counseling sessions prior to their withdrawal or transfer.  (Sponsor: King.  Referred to:  Committee on Education 
and Public Works) 

H.3546 to require stipends and payments to intercollegiate student athletes in participating public colleges and 
university programs.  Similar legislation, S.171, has been filed in the Senate.  (Sponsor: Bamberg.  Referred to 
Committee on Education and Public Works.) 

H.3652 a concurrent resolution to request that state agencies and institutions of higher learning to refrain from 
flying and displaying the flag of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.  (Sponsor:  Cobb-Hunter.  Referred to the 
Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.) 

H.3663, a Joint Resolution to remove SC State University Board members, devolve board’s power to the Budget and 
Control Board and to direct the Budget and Control Board to remove the current president of SC State, employ and 
interim CEO to serve at-will at the pleasure of the board to aid in directing SC State in a new direction with an 
emphasis on addressing and correcting ongoing financial difficulties in order to keep the university functional and 
maintain its accreditation.  (Sponsors:  Bingham and Mitchell.  Referred to Committee on Ways and Means.) 

In the Senate– 

S.382 to authorize the president of SC State University to institute a mandatory furlough was given second reading 
by the Senate.  After the third reading, the bill will be sent to the House for consideration.   

Other News –  
Regulations from CHE were introduced and referred to Senate and House education committees:  Document No. 
4533, SC National Guard College Assistance Program, and Document No. 4534, To repeal regulations that are no 
longer necessary for the closed National Guard Student Loan Repayment Program.  For a general link to information 
on Regulations before the SC General Assembly, Click Here. 
Appointments to CHE were introduced in the Senate and referred to Senate Education for consideration prior to 
action of the full Senate including: Louis B. Lynn for the Research University Representative (vice Leah B. Moody) 
and Clark Bradley Parker for an At-Large Seat (vice Ms. Elizabeth Jackson).  Three other appointments to CHE (Mr. 
Tim Hofferth, At-large, Ms. Allison Dean Love, 4-Year Comprehensive Sector Representative, and Mr. Paul Batson, 
Technical College Representative) were vetted by Senate Education on Wednesday and reported out favorably to the 
full Senate.  These three appointments are now pending confirmation of the full Senate. 
The Board of Economic Advisors met on Friday, February 13, to consider its State revenue projections for FY 2015-16.  
For an article about the meeting, Click Here.   

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/
http://www.che.sc.gov/Home/LegislativeInformation.aspx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/committeeinfo/Ways&MeansMeetingHandouts/MeetingHandouts.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3453.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3037.htm
http://www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/docs/factsheets/Section_702_Factsheet.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/391.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3542.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3546.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/171.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3652.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/3663.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess121_2015-2016/bills/382.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/regs/4533.docx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/regs/4534.docx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/regsinfosheet.php
http://www.thestate.com/2015/02/13/3987361/revenue-revisions-give-extra-50.html
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New or Amended Provisos Relating to Higher Education Advanced during the Week.  The 
provisos will be considered by the Ways and Means Committee which is working to 
develop FY2015-16 recommendations for consideration of the House.  (Click Here for the 
2015 Calendar for the FY16 Budget)  

 
All information here is subject to change and is as of 2/11/2015.  For links to the full packets see 
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/committeeinfo/Ways&MeansMeetingHandouts/MeetingHandouts.php   
Keep in mind when accessing and reviewing the posted information, not all provisos included in the 
packets were adopted for many there were substitutes offered and passed.   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/committeeinfo/Ways&MeansMeetingHandouts/BudgetCalendar2015.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/committeeinfo/Ways&MeansMeetingHandouts/MeetingHandouts.php
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