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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE NUMBER:         LIFE REPORTING FA02-01

TO:
Financial Aid Directors


LIFE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and S.C. Need-based Grants Program


Eligible Public and Independent Colleges and Universities

FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
State Scholarships and Grant Programs

Background Checks

ISSUANCE DATE:

August 16, 2001

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Academic Year 2002-2003

EXPIRATION DATE:
Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions that steps have been taken to monitor and verify that students receiving a LIFE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Need-based Grant have not been convicted of a felony or an alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offense.

Background





Last year, the General Assembly amended the State Scholarships and Grant Statutes relating to alcohol and drug related offenses to stipulate that recipients who had been adjudicated delinquent or had been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to an alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offense would be ineligible for one calendar year after the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurred.  The Commission on Higher Education sent out a Directive informing all institutions of this change.  We are now informing all institutions to amend this section again allowing the commission to perform background checks to verify this information.

Guideline

Effective academic year 2002-2003, institutions should revise the current LIFE, Palmetto Fellows and Need-based Grant affidavits to reflect CHE guidelines.  We suggest that you use the following language on the affidavit that the student signs annually:

As a Need-based Grant and/or LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship recipient, I certify that I have not been convicted of any felonies.  Further, I certify that I have not been convicted of an alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offense during the preceding calendar year defined as 12 months from the date of the start of school for the period of this award.  If I am adjudicated delinquent or am convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to any felonies or any alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offenses under the laws of this or any other state, I agree to notify the Financial Aid Office by the start of school.  I hereby give permission for a background check to be conducted to verify the above.  I understand additional information may be requested after the background check has been conducted.  

Any false information provided by the student or any attempt to expend any scholarship funds for unlawful purposes or any purpose other than in payment or reimbursement for the cost of attendance at the institution authorized to award the scholarship and/or grant will be cause for immediate cancellation.  Any student who has obtained a scholarship through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including retroactive loss of the scholarship and/or grant.
LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Recipients who do not complete a FAFSA:

I also affirm that I am presently not in default on any Federal or State student loans nor 

do I owe any refunds to any Federal or State financial aid programs.  

Need-based Grant Recipients Only:

As a Need-based Grant recipient, I certify that I have not received the Grant for more 

than eight (8) full-time equivalent terms.  If you have questions regarding the number of 

terms you have been awarded a Need-based Grant, please contact your financial aid 

office.
Verification

Institutions should be aware that this would be a part of the Institutional Audit/Verification Process.

Questions

If you have any questions, concerns or need clarification regarding this directive, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Bichevia Green, LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2280, Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Need-based Grant and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2262, or Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director, Student Services, 803-737-2244.

cc:
Mr. Eddie Shannon, Executive Director, SC Higher Education Tuition Grants Commission


Scholarship Coordinators, All Eligible Public and Independent Colleges and Universities

Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services


Ms. Bichevia Green, Coordinator, LIFE Scholarship Program


Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Coordinator, PFS & NBG Programs







