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MEMORANDUM

To:
Directors of Financial Aid


Eligible LIFE Scholarship Institutions

From:
Dr. Karen Woodfaulk


Director of Student Services

Re:
New LIFE Scholarship GPA Update

Date:
May 24, 2004
According to Act 187, students must earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average based on grades earned at all eligible South Carolina institutions for the purposes of determining eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship.

In order to inform and get feedback from the institutions on how the new LIFE Scholarship GPA would be calculated, the Commission on Higher Education scheduled three regional meetings around the state (upstate, low country, and midlands).  During the regional meetings, we heard from many of you that a one year extension would help in providing more time to implement the new LIFE Scholarship GPA.  We heard your concerns.  Our efforts to get a one year extension have failed. We did have the possibility of having a six month extension, but some of the institutions have pointed out that this would not be helpful. 
However, the General Assembly approved a proviso in the budget that states: “Those students who were eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship under the guidelines that existed as of January 1, 2004, shall be eligible to receive the scholarship for the 2004-05 academic year.”  The intent of this proviso is to allow those students who have already been advised that they are eligible for the LIFE Scholarship for the 2004-05 academic year, but may be adversely affected by the changes in Act 187, to receive a one year reprieve from the changes included in the Act.  Please be advised that this proviso does not create a one year delay in the implementation of Act 187.
For students who would like to have their GPA calculated according to Act 187 for the 2004-05 academic year,   the student must contact the financial aid office and make an official written request for this year only.  However, eligibility for next year will be automatically calculated according to Act 187.  The student would have the responsibility of submitting their transcripts from all eligible SC institutions to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship.
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Institutions have the responsibility of informing all students of the opportunity to have their grades from eligible South Carolina institutions included in their new LIFE GPA for receiving the scholarship.   Therefore, your institution would not be required to calculate a new LIFE GPA for every student prior to the 2004-05 academic year. 
The institutions must immediately notify every student about the new LIFE GPA calculation and how it will affect their eligibility.  Although the legislation is effective immediately, we have negotiated full implementation of this law by the end of the 2004-05 academic year, when all students must qualify for the scholarship using the new LIFE GPA calculation.  All institutions must establish a system for calculating a new LIFE GPA that will be operative by this time.  
Thank you very much for your cooperation and patience.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 803-737-2244.
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