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Section 59-112-70(B) of the SC Code of Laws authorizes the Boards of Trustees of public institutions to provide
fee waivers for students participating in an international Sister-State agreement program which the Governor
and General Assembly have entered to promote the economic development of South Carolina. Per the statute,
the Commission on Higher Education, through coordination with the State Budget and Control Board, is
required to notify institutions annually of the current Sister-State agreements that provide eligible students
with the non-resident fee waiver. CHE has also coordinated in recent years with the SC Department of
Commerce regarding the annual affirmation of the Sister-State relationships eligible per 59-112-70(B).

Accordingly, this memorandum serves as the Commission’s annual notification for academic year 2015-16 of
the continuation of the Sister-State agreements honored in 2014-15 and prior academic years. The recognized
Sister-States include:

State of Rhineland-Palatinate/Rhineland Pfalz, Germany
State of Thuringen, Germany

State of Brandenburg, Germany

State of Queensland, Australia

Province of Taiwan, Republic of China

As additional information, please know that we have received inquiries regarding the addition of Aruba to the
list of Sister-States for the purposes of 59-112-70(B). With the assistance of representatives from the State
Fiscal Accountability Authority and the Governor’s office, we have confirmed that the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) signed in October, 2014, by Governor Haley and the Prime Minister of Aruba was not
intended to establish a new Sister-State relationship.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at gglenn@che.sc.gov or (803) 737-2155 if you have any questions or if
you need additional information.
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