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COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION GUIDELINE NUMBER:
LIFE & PFS REPORTING FA02-06
TO:
Financial Aid Directors


Eligible Public and Independent Colleges and Universities


State Scholarship and Grant Programs

FR:
Student Services Division

RE:
Military Mobilization 
ISSUANCE DATE:

April 23, 2003
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Academic Year 2002-2003
EXPIRATION DATE:
Indefinitely

Purpose

To advise institutions regarding refund policies and terms of eligibility for recipients of the HOPE Scholarship, LIFE Scholarship, Lottery Tuition Assistance (LTAP) (two-year public and private institutions), Need-based Grants and/or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship who are forced to withdraw from school as a result of military mobilization after September 11, 2001.  The Commission staff recommends that the institutions inform all relevant personnel of the following guidelines.  
Guideline

Service members enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not be penalized for the term they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based on the institutional policies and procedures.  However, they must re-enroll in an eligible college within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment.  Reinstatement will be based upon the student’s eligibility at the time he/she was mobilized.  If the student re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member must submit an Appeals Application to the Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement.  For more information regarding the appeals process, please refer to the Commission’s Web site at www.che.sc.gov.
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As per instructions from the U.S. Department of Education, institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount against future charges for students who are forced to withdraw from school as a result of military mobilization.  If the institution provides a full or partial refund, then the school must return funds to the Commission on Higher Education for the HOPE Scholarship, LIFE Scholarship, Lottery Tuition Assistance, Need-based Grants and/or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Programs in accordance with Title IV Regulations.  If the institution does not provide a refund, funds are not required to be returned to the Commission on Higher Education and the term(s) in question will not count against the maximum allowable terms for that program.  
A previous directive was sent in November 2001 that instructed institutions to count the term(s) against the maximum allowable terms when a refund was not provided.  This new directive reflects a change beginning Fall 2002 that will allow the term(s) in question not to count against the maximum allowable terms even if a refund is not provided.  
Questions

If you have any questions, concerns or need clarification regarding this directive, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Bichevia Green, HOPE and LIFE Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2280, Ms. Sherry Hubbard, Need-based Grant and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Coordinator, 803-737-2262, or Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director, Student Services, 803-737-2244.
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