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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Regulations
Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Scholarships/Enhancements
SC Need-based Grant
Residency
Act 280 - Immigration Act

Proposed Funding

Amendment adopted in Section go: provides an additional $2M in
nonrecurring revenue to SC Need-based Grants, which would be
available after September 15

Amendment passed increasing LIFE Scholarships by $5.7M and
reducing lottery technology funds for the 2-year and 4-year colleges
from $12M to $6.2M. The change makes the LIFE program level with
funding provided last year.




Foster Care Youth

» Foster Care Waiver Form must be submitted to the Financial Aid Office ,CHE, &
DSS by July 15th

* Foster Care youth are added to the list for verification from DSS (August)

* Foster Care list sent out to institutions for verification of eligibility (August/September)
» CHE receives verification of eligibility from institutions (September/October)
» General Assembly approves funding for Need-based Grants

e CHE finalizes list and forwards to institutions with final award amount
(October timeframe)

* Institutions request funds from CHE, Jeff Richards, Internal Audit to include:
*Foster Care Youth name & amount

* Data reporting from institutions must indicate “F” when awarding additional foster
care funds
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Meet the Scholarship & Grant
recipients:
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If you remember these basic items,
vou will make it off the island...

e Scholarship and Grant Eligibility Requirements

e Continued Eligibility Requirements




Scholarship and Grant
General Eligibility Requirements

Must be a South Carolina resident;

Must be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident;

v

Must be enrolled as degree-seeking student at an eligible South Carolina
public or independent institution;

T T

Must not owe refund or repayment on any State or Federal financial aid
and not be in default on a Federal student loan; and

e

Must have never been convicted of any felonies and have not been
convicted of any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related
misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year (excluding Lottery
Tuition Assistance).




Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

L 1200 SAT/27 ACT (June test

f .dministration)
| syphomore, junior, or

| senior)
3.5 GPA UGP

Alternative

E_ﬁ&ibilit_y:

1400 5AT/32 ACT
4.0 GPA UGP
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LIFE Scholarship

- 3.0 GPA UGP
- Up to four terms of eligibility

Eligibility at 2-
year Institution:

* 3.0 GPA UGP; and
Eligibility at 4- 1oo SAT/24 ACT OR Top

year Institution: 30% of class
» Up to eight terms of eligibility

Must be a SC resident at the time of
high school graduation and initial
college enrollment



SC HOPE Scholarship
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3.0 GPA UGP
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IDSﬁEUtiOl’lS graduation and
initial college
enrollment




S.C. Need-based Grant &
Lottery Tuition Assistance

Must be “needy” based on Titl

g e

degree; bachelor’s degree);

SCresident and US citizen/permanent resident;

Degree-seeking (ﬁdiploma‘, certificate, associates
degree; bachelor’s degree);

Awarded at eligible SC two-year institutions;

File a FAFSA to determine eligibility for federal

student aid or FAFSA Waiver each academic year to
determine




Continued Eligibility Requirements

* 3.0 Institutional GPA
Palmetto Fellows * 30 credit hours each academic year

* 3.0 LIFE GPA
LIFE * 30 credit hours each academic year

HOPE to LIFE * 3.0 LIFE GPA
. - weedithoe @2

. » After attempting 24 credit hours for continued eligibility,

LOtteI:Y luition the student is required to earn at leasta 2.0 GPAona 4.0

Assistance scale for graduation purposes by the end of each
academic year.

2.0 GPA for graduation purposes by the end of the
academic year

SC Need-based Grant If PT, earn 6 ch for every term of NBG awarded that year;
if FT, earn 12 ch for every term of NBG awarded that year

by the end of the academic year.




Scholarship Enhancements Eligibility

Must declare a major in a mathematics, science, or health related field
as approved by CHE;

Must earn 14 credit hours in math, science, or any combination by the
end of the student’s freshman year; and
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Must be a recipient of the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.
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The Professor, Mary Ann and their daughter have lived
in Conway, SC for the past 7 years. Seeking a simpler
life, the Professor began working at a Coca-Cola Plant

in Conway. Now, one month prior to his daughter’s
high school graduation, the plant is closing, forcing
the professor to accept employment at a university in
North Carolina. His daughter wants to attend Coastal
Carolina, where she has been accepted to study marine
biology. Can the Professor’s daughter still attend
Coastal Carolina at an instate rate? Can she receive a
state scholarship?




ANSWER

Can the Professor’s daughter still attend Coastal
Carolina at an instate rate?

Yes, see Regulation for Determination of Tuition and Fee Rates, Section
62-607. Effect of Change of Residency:

A. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, any def)endent

Eerson of a legal resident of this state who has been domiciled with
is/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than three years
and whose family’s domicile in this state is terminated immediately prior
to his/her enrollment may enroll at the in state rate...

Can she receive a state scholarship?

Yes. Because the Professor’s daughter is considered a resident for tuition
and fee purposes by the time of high school graduation. She DOES qualify

for a state scholarship.
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Mr. and Mrs. Howell decided upon return from being
marooned that the]}lr wanted to get a divorce. After so much
time stranded on that island, they realized they CAN live

without one another and need to see new people. Ms.

Howell moved to California, while Mr. Howell retired to
Hilton Head, SC. They have maintained their residences in
their respective states for the past two years. Their son,
Thurston Jr., who is a graduate of a California high school,
has decided to attend USC Beaufort in an effort to become
closer to his father (and make sure his name is still in the
will, should something unfortunate happen to him one
day). Asa child of divorced parents, and assuming that
academically he has met the qualifications, can Thurston
Jr. qualify to be a LIFE Scholarship recipient? If so, how?




ANSWER

As a child of divorced parents, and assuming that academically he has met
the quahf?lcatlons, can Thurston Jr. qualify to be a LIFE Scholarship
recipients

Yes, as long as he can prove his is a dependent of a SC resident for
tuition and fee purposes at the time of his high school graduation.

If so, how?

See Regulation for Determination of Tuition and Fee Rates, Section
62-603. Citizens and Permanent Residents:

C. In the case of divorced or separated parents, the resident status of
the dependent person may be based on the resident status of the
parent who claims the dependent person as a dependent for tax
purposes; or based on the resident status of the parent who has legal
custody or legal joint custody of the dependent person; or based on
the resident status of the person who makes payments under a court
or((i:lef for child support and at least the cost of his/her college tuition
and fees.




';'k‘?:ﬁ?@
b -tl\ |

"l\ ‘v

-

Gilligan is senior who will graduate from an Atlanta, GA
high school in June. After high school graduation, Gilligan
has decided he wants to attend USC Upstate, beginning in
August. To make his transition to college smoother
Gilligan’s parents are moving into the state in July.
Gilligan’s father has already obtained an offer for a full-time
job, and the family has already closed on a house in SC.
This will mean that Gilligan and his family will have only
been in the state for approximately a month before he
enrolls in college. However, Gilligan is an exceptional
student, earning a 1400 SAT and a 4.0 on the SC UGP. Can
he be a Palmetto Fellow?




Answer

Can Gilligan be a Palmetto Fellow?

Yes, he is a legal resident for tuition and fee purposes
because of the full-time employment exception to the 12
month physical presence requirement (assuming he applies

by June 15"). See Determination of Tuition and Fees, Section
62-609 A(3) (Exceptions)

See Section 62-1120 - Student Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement:

3. Be a legal resident of South Carolina as defined in
applicable State Statute governing the determination of
residency for tuition and fee purposes at the time of college
enrollment;




Feeling the pressures of traditional high school

weighing him down, the Skipper’s son decided to
attend night school and obtain his GED during Spring
2009. He will enroll at Clemson in Fall 2009. Can he
receive the SC HOPE Scholarship at the time he
enrolls?




ANSWER

Can Skipper’s son receive the SC HOPE Scholarship at
the time he enrolls? No

See Section 62-900.95 Student Eligibility - SC HOPE Scholarship

A2. Be a South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of
high school graduation and at the time of enrollment at the institution,
as set forth by Section 59-112-10 and be either a member of a class
graduating from a high school located in this State, a home school
student who has successfully completed a high school home school
program in this State in the manner requiref by law, or a student
graduating from a preparatory high school outside this State, while a
dependent of a parent or guardian who is a legal resident of this State
and has custody of the dependent according to State Statute, Section

50-149-50A,;
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After being rescued from the island, Gilligan wanted to
study sea navigation just in case he was lost at sea again.

He started out at a four-year institution and earned a 1.71
GPA after attempting 28 hours. Gilligan thought to redeem
his GPA so he took two summer courses at another four-
year institution earning a 2.25 GPA and 6 credit hours.
After all is said and done, his total GPA is 1.99 and 34 credit
hours. Gilligan realizes that a two-year institution would
better suit his needs and then transfers and enrolls as a full-
time student Spartanburg Methodist College.

Should the FAO award the student LTAP? If so, why? If
not, why not?




Answer _—

Should the FAO award the student LTAP? Yes, Gilligan can be
awarded LTAP.

Why?
Since he transferred, he has a new home institution. Unlike LIFE,

LTAP does not have a “LTAP GPA” where all credit hours and
grades are counted from all institutions.

Gilligan would meet initial student eligibility requirements.
Section 62-900.165 — be enrolled or have completed at the time of

funds disbursement a minimum of six credit hours at the home
institution for the term of eligibility.

After attempting 24 credit hours for continued eligibility, the
student is required to earn at least a 2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale for
graduation purposes by the end of each academic year.

“For graduation purposes” ... any grade or credit hour that the
home institution requires in accordance with their policies &
procedures for graduation of the student...

Thus, Gilligan would have to maintain a 2.0 GPA for continued
eligibility using credit hours and GPA from his home institution.




By the time Gilligan transfers to the two-year
institution he is 35 years old. He is instructed to

complete the FAFSA only to find out that he is not
eligible to receive federal funding because he did not
register for selective service between the ages of 18-26.

What are his financial aid options?




ANSWER

What are his financial aid options?

Since it has been determined that he is not eligible for

federal aid, he can be awarded Lottery Tuition
Assistance (LTAP)

See Section 62-900.165 Student Eligibility of Lottery
Tuition Assistance Regulation:

A(1) File the FAFSA and complete the process to
determine eligibility for federal student aid each
academic year...
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Given that the film industry is so competitive and a
pretty face will no longer cut it, Ginger enrolls as a

theater major full-time for fall, spring, and summer.
Since she no longer receives any royalties on her films
and is an out of work actress, she qualifies for the SC
Need-based Grant. She received a SCNBG as a full-
time student for summer only. How many hours is she
expected to earn for continued eligibility?




ANSWER

How many hours is she expected to earn for continued
eligibility?
12 credit hours

See Section 62-475 Duration of Award and Continued

Eligibility:

E.1. .... If a full-time student is awarded a Need-based
Grant for only one semester of the academic year, the
student must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end
of the academic year ...

She has to also earn a 2.0 GPA for continued eligibility.
See Section 62-475E.(2).




S

K A

Ginger completes her first year as a theater major and
earns a 1.5 GPA. She starts the new academic year

taking math courses (calculus and statistics) for the
Fall term. It turns out that she is a wiz at math (who
would have added that up?). She earns a cumulative
2.0 GPA by mid-year. Will she be eligible to receive a
SC Need-based Grant for Spring?




ANSWER

Will Ginger be eligible to receive a SC Need-based
Grant for Spring?

No, based on Section 62-475E-2. The student must
have earned a cumulative 2.0 GPA by the end of the
previous academic year.

Section 62-475B states that award decisions will be
made annually and not automatically guaranteed.
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The Professor and MaryAnn’s daughter completes her
SC high school graduation requirements by the end of

her junior year and earns a 3.0 GPA and 1090 on the SAT.
She applies for Early Graduation and is told by her
guidance counselor that she cannot use her junior class
rank, top 2%, for the state scholarship.

After doing further research, what do the Professor and
MaryAnn find out?




ANSWER

After doing further research, what do the Professor and
MaryAnn find out?

Their daughter does not have to apply for Early Graduation.
Although their daughter graduated a year early, an “Early

Graduate” is defined as a student who graduates mid-year
of their SENIOR year. The Professor and Mary Ann’s
daughter completed graduation requirements at the end of
her junior year. As such, she will be ranked with the
graduating class - the senior class.

She is LIFE eligible at a four-year institution with a 3.0 GPA
and ranking in the top 30% of the graduating class.




adopt a son from overseas. They soon settled in

Greenville. The son is a US Citizen and a Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship recipient and is also receiving the
Enhancement for his sophomore year. He began his
sophomore year as a Chemistry major, and decided in
November to switch to English Writing. Will Ginger’s
son receive the enhancement during the spring
semester?




Answer

Will Ginger’s son receive the enhancement during the
spring semester?

Yes, Ginger’s son will receive the enhancement during
the spring semester. Section 62-330.C of the Palmetto
Fellows regulations states that “students who change
their major from an eligible degree program to an
ineligible degree program during the same academic
year will retain their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement eligibility for the remainder of the
current academic year.” In the same way that students
do not lose their scholarship if their GPA drops below
a 3.0 mid-year, students willi) not lose their PES if they
switch to an ineligible major mid-year.




The Skipper’s other son is a Palmetto Fellow who took
AP Chemistry in high school and scored well enough
to earn college credit. After deciding to major in
Chemical Engineering, Little Skipper decided to retake
Chemistry I to make sure he had a solid foundation.
How should this Chemistry I credit be counted for the

purposes of renewing his Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship?




Answer

How should this Chemistry I credit be counted for the
purposes of renewing his Palmetto Fellows Scholarship?

For the purpose of Palmetto Fellows, AP and dual enrollment
coursework cannot be used to meet the 30 credit hour and 3.0
GPA renewal criteria (see 62-335.f.3). In this case, the
Palmetto Fellows Program follows the institutional policies
and procedures for graduation purposes. Usually, this means
the hours and GPA the student earns by taking the course are
calculated into the student’s renewal el}i’gibility.

Students cannot get double credit for redoing coursework
completed in high school, but they can get credit for what
they do in college because the Palmetto Fellows scholarship
doesn'’t give credit for coursework completed in high school.




Answer

For the purpose of meeting the 14 credit hour requirement
to receive the Enhancement, AP/dual enrollment courses
MAY BE USED (62-335.g.5). The Little Skipper would
receive credit for both the AP course completed in high
school and the Chemistry I course taken in college. The
Skipper’s son can be given credit for both of these courses
towards the 14 hour credit requirement for the
Enhancement.
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Lovey’s daughter, Gigi, is a Palmetto Fellow and
finished the Fall and Spring semesters with 28 credit
hours and a 3.5 GPA. She is taking a summer course at

her home institution to meet the 30 credit our renewal
requirement. The hours from her summer course have
not yet been posted on her transcript when CHE asks
for the renewal report to be returned. Should Gigi be
marked as a Yes or No for renewal?




Answer

Should Gigi be marked as a Yes or No for renewal?

Students who take summer classes whose grades are
not posted yet should not be marked yes OR no. The
box should be left blank, and the institution should
put a clear, concise note in the comment box
indicating that the school is waiting on summer grades
for that student.




Now that their tales have been told, these scholarship
recipients are armed and ready to survive their next
eligibility requirement!




CONTACT

Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services
803-737-2244 Office, kwoodfaulk@che.sc.qgov Email

Kristi James, Palmetto Fellows Coordinator
803-737-2286 Office, kjames@che.sc.qgov Email

Gerrick Hampton, LIFE, SC HOPE, and Residency Coordinator
803-734-4397 Office, ghampton@che.sc.gov Email

Lorna Manglona-Williams, SC Need-based Grant &
Lottery Tuition Assistance Coordinator 803-737-2262 Office,
Imangwilliams@che.sc.gov Email

WWW.Cche.sc.qgov




