NEWS
The S.C. Commission on Higher Education
Mr. Gary Glenn, Interim Executive Director
1122 Lady Street, Suite 300
Columbia, SC 29201

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 1, 2016

Contact:
Gary Glenn
Interim Executive Director
803-737-2275
gglenn@che.sc.gov
CHE CALLS FOR AUDIT

COLUMBIA, S.C. – In today’s meeting, the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
unanimously voted to request an audit of the state’s three research universities by the South Carolina
Inspector General, based on reports of alleged excessive spending by Boards of Trustees.
The decision came in the wake of recent reports centering around spending by certain members of the
MUSC Board of Trustees, reports that the MUSC Board of Trustees had been previously warned about
inappropriate spending, and additional reports of questionable expenses by other research sector boards.
“All universities’ Boards of Trustees are poisoned by this allegation,” said Commissioner Hood Temple.
“We need to gather the facts in order to address the public’s concern or to defend our schools against
these reports, should the allegations prove to be unfounded.”
“In an environment of skyrocketing costs and runaway spending in higher education, the timing of this
news article could not be worse,” noted CHE Chairman Tim Hofferth. “CHE’s responsibility is to protect
the students, families, and taxpayers of South Carolina. In order to properly address this situation, the
first step is to be proactive in trying to find the facts. Once that occurs, we will determine what the
appropriate course of action will be.”
Any questions or requests for further information should be directed to the contact information listed
above.
The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education (CHE) serves as the state’s coordinating body for higher education.
CHE is committed to promoting quality, efficiency, and affordability in the state system of higher education through
coordination, regulation, advocacy, and oversight, as directed by the General Assembly. Information about current activities
of CHE and higher education in South Carolina can be found on the agency’s website: www.che.sc.gov.

