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Coronavirus Disease 2019

COVID -19



Disclaimer

Our understanding of this new disease and 
of the situation continues to rapidly evolve .

All of the  in form ation  presen ted  he re  is 
based  on  the  m ost curren t ava ilab le  
in form ation  and  is subject to change as 
m ore  becom es known.



Epidemiology



Monitoring & Testing in S.C.
As o f Ma y 18 , 20 20

There are currently 9,056 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in South Carolina.

Negative tests from DHEC Public Health Laboratory 24,677

Negative tests from private laboratories 101,330

Total negative tests 126,007

Total positive tests 9,056

Total number of tests performed in South Carolina 135,063
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Increased testing= lower % +
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Projections



Testing
• PCR is still method of choice

• PHL, Private labs (Quest and Labcorp largest)
• Different turnaround times

• Nucleic acid tests; antigen tests
• Serology/antibody —questionable quality 

(FPs, FNs)

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-antigen-test-help-rapid-detection-virus-causes


Testing Site Options

https://scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-screening-testing-sites


Screening
• Screening/testing of all incoming students and 

staff is not recommended because the tests 
available at this time cannot provide 
assurance that someone will not become sick 
after the test is performed. 

• If testing is done on campus for symptomatic 
individuals, health care staff should wear the 
appropriate PPE.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html


How to Request PPE
• Hospitals, EMS and other medical providers 

that need to request resources or supplies 
during emergencies should:

1. Ensure suppliers routinely used cannot meet request.
2. Utilize any mutual aid agreements that are in place.
3. Request assistance through the local healthcare 

coalition 
• Lowcountry: RCC-Lowcountry -Supplies@dhec.sc.gov
• Pee Dee: WhitePM@dhec.sc.gov
• Midlands: phillist@dhec.sc.gov
• Upstate: RCC-Upstate -PPE@dhec.sc.gov

mailto:RCC-Lowcountry-Supplies@dhec.sc.gov
mailto:WhitePM@dhec.sc.gov
mailto:phillist@dhec.sc.gov
mailto:RCC-Upstate-PPE@dhec.sc.gov


How to Request PPE
• Once you have reached step 3 in this 

process, please provide:
1. Contact person’s email and cell phone, 
2. Asset type, 
3. Number requested, 
4. Burn rate, 
5. Current supply and 
6. Acknowledgement that steps 1&2 were complete 

by email 



A confirmed student on campus
Confirmed Cases/Isolation
• Students in any type of housing diagnosed 

with COVID-19 should be immediately isolated 
and placed in temporary housing

• A positive COVID-19 case should not 
necessarily be sent to their permanent homes 
off -campus. 

• Confirmed cases will need to identify all close 
contacts (individuals who were within 6 ft of 
the case for more than 15 minutes 48 hours 
before symptom onset to date of isolation)



Close Contacts/Quarantine
• Students residing on the same floor or wing 

and sharing a communal bathroom with a 
student diagnosed with COVID -19 may be 
considered “close contacts” and quarantined in 
place for a period of 14 days since last 
exposure to the confirmed case.

• This recommendation to quarantine the close 
contacts on the entire floor or wing in place 
parallels recommendations for cohorting of  
exposed residents in nursing care facilities, as 
asymptomatic and pre -symptomatic spread has 
been documented and can accelerate COVID -19 
spread in congregate living facilities.



General Prevention Strategies
• Recommendations and reminders for general COVID-

19 prevention should be posted in numerous locations

• To the extent possible, students should be encouraged 
to practice social distancing (at least 6 feet apart from 
others) and wear cloth face coverings in shared 
residential facility spaces or in classrooms

• If desks are used, increase the space between them . 
• Avoid  assem blies or o the r congrega te  even ts. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf


General Prevention Strategies
• Consider screening by asking students if they have any 

symptoms of COVID -19. This could be done on an 
individual basis by asking each student as they enter 
their classroom or on a group basis via 
announcements reminding students to excuse 
themselves if feeling ill.

• Consider limiting large in -person didactics/seminars.

• Limit dining hall numbers (remove chairs), make to go 
options available, and encourage outdoor dining.



General Prevention Strategies
Cleaning and Disinfection 

• Routinely clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that 
are frequently touched (e.g., doorknobs, light switches, 
classroom sink handles, countertops). Using an 
appropriate disinfectant, wipe down items (e.g., desks, 
chairs) and equipment before each use. 

• The CDC provides additional information on Cleaning 
and Disinfecting a Facility , including guidance on 
appropriate personal protective equipment to wear 
while cleaning and disinfecting. 

• Increase the ventilation (air exchange) rate and the 
percent outdoor air in ventilation, if possible. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


Transmission

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Person-to-person via droplets.



Thank you!

Questions?
Jonathan Knoche, MD, MPH, MSt

Physician Consultant
Division of Acute Disease Epidemiology 

knochejw@dhec.sc.gov



Resources
SCDHEC: Colleges & Universities (COVID-19)
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious -diseases/viruses/coronavirus -disease-2019-covid-
19/colleges -universities -covid-19

CDC: COVID-19 Guidance for Shared or Congregate Housing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019 -ncov/community/shared -congregate -
house/guidance -shared -congregate -housing.html

CDC: Interim Guidance for Administrators of US Institutions of Higher Education
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019 -ncov/community/guidance -ihe-response.html

CDC: Discontinuation of Isolation for Persons with COVID -19 Not in Healthcare Settings
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019 -ncov/hcp/disposition -in-home -patients.html

Considerations for Reopening Institutions of Higher Education in the COVID -19 Era
https://www.acha.org/documents/resources/guidelines/ACHA_Considerations_for_Reo
pening_IHEs_in_the_COVID-19_Era_May2020.pdf

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/colleges-universities-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/shared-congregate-house/guidance-shared-congregate-housing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-ihe-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.acha.org/documents/resources/guidelines/ACHA_Considerations_for_Reopening_IHEs_in_the_COVID-19_Era_May2020.pdf


Where to Report a Case
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