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Year-Round Scholarships for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Scholarship 

Policy Guidelines for FY 2014-15  

 

Background 

During the fall 2013, Governor Haley requested that the Commission on Higher 

Education (CHE) provide a report to explore the feasibility of opening the state’s scholarship 

programs for awards during the summer.  CHE submitted a report prepared in consultation 

with institutions on the matter at the end of November as requested¹.  The report offered a 

foundational, working proposal to provide additional flexibility for those students, regardless of 

institutional affiliation, who are on-track and may be proceeding in their programs full-time 

throughout the year to do so without being penalized by the absence of scholarship support in 

the summer.   

 The Governor supported the program in concept in her Executive Budget proposal for FY 

2014-15. The program was in turn supported by both the House and Senate in their budget 

proposals and included in the final FY 2014-15 Appropriations Act.  The implementation of the 

summer awards for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship (PFS) and LIFE Scholarship is supported 

by increased funding for the scholarship programs and a provision in the lottery funding proviso 

which follows:   

FY 2014-15 Appropriations Act, Part 1B 3.5.   (LEA: FY 2014-15 Lottery 

Funding): “. . .  A student may receive a Palmetto Fellows or LIFE scholarship 

award during the summer, in addition to fall and spring semesters of an 

academic year, provided continued eligibility requirements are met as of the 

end of the spring semester.  Students must enroll full-time, which for purposes 

of the summer award will require enrollment in at least twelve hours over the 

course of the summer.  The summer is defined as the period between the end of 

the spring term and prior to the opening of the fall term.  The total summer 

award per student may not exceed half of the allowable academic year award 

up to the cost of attendance and must be reimbursed if less than twelve hours for 

academic credit are not completed by the student during summer sessions.  If 

awarded in the summer, a student’s total award during his or her enrollment 

may not exceed the amount that would otherwise be provided under current 

semester limits applied for the scholarship awards.  The Commission on Higher 

Education may provide additional guidelines necessary to ensure uniform 

implementation.  . . . ” 

 This provision allows for State scholarship disbursements for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE 

for the summer semester, in addition to the fall and spring semester.  The inclusion of another  

__________________________________________________________________ 

1 Response to Governor’s Request of CHE Concerning Summer Scholarship Awards: Assessment of Feasibility and 
Fiscal Impact of Year-Round Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Scholarships. Report prepared by the SC 
Commission on Higher Education, 27 November 2013.  Accessible at 
http://www.che.sc.gov/CHE_Docs/infocntr/legisl/2014/2013-11-27_CHE_ScholarshipYear-
RoundEligibility_Rpt%20incl6a6b.pdf  

https://www.che.sc.gov/CHE_Docs/infocntr/legisl/2014/2013-11-27_CHE_ScholarshipYear-RoundEligibility_Rpt%20incl6a6b.pdf
https://www.che.sc.gov/CHE_Docs/infocntr/legisl/2014/2013-11-27_CHE_ScholarshipYear-RoundEligibility_Rpt%20incl6a6b.pdf
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full semester of scholarship support during the academic year for eligible students affords 

students with greater flexibility while promoting affordability and a faster time to degree.    

Purpose 

 South Carolina’s state-funded undergraduate scholarship programs recognize 

academically talented students who are enrolled at an eligible South Carolina institution.  A 

summer semester scholarship disbursement yields a potential for those eligible students who 

demonstrate they are on an accelerated track to graduation to earn a degree at a faster pace than 

on a traditional academic calendar.  The availability of summer awards allows for a decreased 

time-to-degree alternative which in turn assists students in attaining educational goals at lower 

costs.   

 The following working guidelines are in place effective July 1, 2014 for FY 2014-15 with 

implementation initiated for the 2014 summer term.  Because the year-round scholarship 

program is directed by a temporary one-year budget proviso, considerations for the program in 

the subsequent and future will be subject to any statutory or regulatory changes that may occur 

during the upcoming 2015 Session of the General Assembly or renewal of the budget proviso for 

FY 2015-16.   

I. General Requirements for Determination of Summer Award Eligibility 

A. The program for summer awards applies to Palmetto Fellows and LIFE programs.  Students 

earning HOPE may also be eligible following the spring term of the first year. 

 

B. For purposes of the summer awards, summer term is defined as the period between the end 

of the spring term and prior to the opening of the fall term.  The summer term includes all 

sessions following the end of the spring semester, to include maymester, prior to the start of the 

succeeding fall term.   

 

C. Pursuant to the provision within FY 2014-15 Appropriations Act Proviso 3.5, the program is 

implemented as of July 1, 2014.  Students enrolled during summer 2014 may be eligible for 

award provided that the requisite hours have not been completed prior to July 1.   

 

D. A student who has been verified as meeting all general and continued eligibility requirements 

at the end of the spring semester is eligible to participate in summer scholarship disbursements.   

 

1. Each institution may identify, at their discretion, academic 

programs/majors/disciplines that present enrollment opportunities that may lead to 

early graduation so as to advise students with respect to advantages/disadvantages of a 

summer award.   

2. An eligible student may elect not to participate in a summer scholarship 

disbursement.   

E. A student can only receive a summer scholarship disbursement at their home institution.  The 

PFS or LIFE Scholarship recipient must be verified for enrollment at an eligible South Carolina 

institution.  
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1. A student who is considered a transient student is not eligible to participate in summer 

award disbursements.   

  

F.  PFS and LIFE Scholarship Enhancements:  A student who has been determined to have met 

continued eligibility for the PFS and LIFE Scholarship and has met the scholarship 

Enhancement eligibility requirement is eligible to receive Enhancement funds for the summer 

term.   

1.  A student shall be verified for enrollment in an eligible major after the last day to 

drop/add a course of the first summer term of their enrollment. 

2. A student who is in the first academic year and has met continued eligibility for the 

PFS the scholarship and has met the Enhancement eligibility requirement at the end of 

the spring term is eligible to receive Enhancement funds starting the immediate 

succeeding summer term.  

a. A student who has not met the Enhancement eligibility requirement at the end 

of the spring term is still eligible to use the PFS or LIFE Scholarship for the 

summer term.  The summer term still may be used to earn PFS or LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement eligibility during the first academic year only.   

3. A student does not have the option of deferring Enhancement funds for a summer 

term if the student opts into the program for receipt of the base PFS or LIFE scholarship. 

 

II. Student Scholarship Eligibility Requirements 

A. To participate, a scholarship recipient must meet the following requirements by the end of 

the spring term in addition to meeting all general scholarship eligibility requirements as set 

forth by the established program statutes and regulations.   

 

1. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship:  For participation in summer scholarship 

disbursement, at the end of the spring semester a PFS recipient must:  

 a. Earn a cumulative 3.0 institutional GPA; and  

b. Earn at least 30 credit hours of non-remedial coursework during the fall and 

spring terms, excluding AP, IB, Dual Enrollment, CLEP or exempted credit 

hours.   

c. A summer term cannot be scholarship recipient’s first term of enrollment. 

 

2. LIFE Scholarship:  For participation in summer scholarship disbursement, at the 

end of the spring semester a LIFE Scholarship recipient must: 

a. Earn a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA; and 

b. Earn an average of at least 30 non-remedial coursework during the fall and 

spring terms, including AP, IB, Dual Enrollment, CLEP or exempted credit hours. 

   c. A summer term cannot be scholarship recipient’s first term of enrollment. 

1. First-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any credit hours 

earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial 

college enrollment. The credit hours earned will not count against the terms of 
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eligibility. The credit hours may be used toward the annual credit hour 

requirement. 

 

3.  A SC HOPE recipient who meets the continued eligibility requirement at the end of 

the spring semester will be determined to be a LIFE Scholarship recipient.  Should the 

student decide to participate in a summer scholarship disbursement, the student will 

follow the LIFE Scholarship recipient guidelines.  

 

B. A student must demonstrate having attempted and/or enrolled in a total of at least twelve 

credit hours over the course of the entire summer term to be awarded.   

 

C. Participating students who are determined to be a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship (PFS) or a 

LIFE Scholarship recipient and have met the continued eligibility requirements at the end of the 

spring term are eligible for a fall award regardless of their academic performance over the 

summer.  Continued eligibility for the scholarship will be reviewed at the end of the following 

spring term.   

1.  A PFS recipient who does not meet the PFS continued eligibility requirements at the 

end of spring term who is LIFE Scholarship eligible and elects to receive LIFE 

Scholarship funds for the summer term is no longer eligible for the PFS moving forward.   

 

D.  For participating students enrolled in a two-year institution who have been awarded LIFE in 

the summer and who have exhausted the maximum allowable terms for LIFE are not eligible to 

receive the LIFE Scholarship in their fifth term of enrollment at an eligible two-year institution.  

The maximum allowable terms for LIFE will be in keeping with State Regulation 62-1200.20.  

Likewise in accordance with State Regulation 62-900.165 students are not eligible to receive 

Lottery Tuition Assistance within in the same academic year.   

  

III. Procedures for Awarding and Disbursement of Summer Funds 

A.  The student must be enrolled at an eligible South Carolina institution for the summer 

term(s). 

1. A PFS student must be verified as a full-time enrolled student over the course of the 

entire summer term at the home institution of the eligible four-year college/university.   

2. A LIFE Scholarship recipient must be verified as a full-time enrolled student over the 

course of the entire summer term at the home institution of an eligible two-year or four-

year college/university.   

3. Enrollment verification shall be determined no later than the last day to drop/add a 

course in for the last summer term in which the student is enrolled at the home 

institution.   

 

B.  The institution will identify award amounts. The total summer award amounts per student, 

to include the PFS Enhancement, may not exceed half of the annual allowable academic year 

award up to the cost of attendance for the summer term(s).  
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1. Students must be enrolled and verified as meeting the Enhancement eligibility 

requirements and be considered in an eligible Enhancement degree program at the start 

of the summer term.   

2. Awards must be reimbursed for those students who have not completed by the end of 

the summer term at least twelve hours for academic credit.  For purposes of this 

program, completed is defined at attempted hours.   

 

C.  Submission of invoices for summer term award disbursements can be made on or before July 

31st.  

1. Invoices and supporting documentation should be submitted for the summer term to 

the CHE Finance Office. The CHEMIS scholarship data that is submitted on August 15th 

should match the invoices submitted to the CHE finance office.   

2. Summer term disbursement information will be made available by accessing CHEMIS 

at the close of the subsequent fall semester.   

3. Adjustments to a summer award can be included with subsequent data submissions. 

 

D. The institution must retain a signed Affidavit/Certification Form indicating that the student 

is not in default of any student loans and has not been convicted of any felonies or any second or 

subsequent alcohol/drug-related offenses.  The Affidavit/Certification form shall be amended to 

include the following additional certification: 

1. The student provides authorization to have their summer scholarship information 

made available to institutions for determination of continued eligibility.  

 

IV. Student Awareness 

 

A. Institutions will be responsible for establishing a means of certification from the student 

that acknowledges the following stipulations:  

1. Students awarded summer scholarships shall acknowledge through an established 

institutional process that acceptance of a summer award disbursement will count against 

the maximum terms of eligibility and may not lead to early graduation. Participation in 

summer enrollment opportunities that use scholarship award disbursement(s) for any 

purpose (academic program, major/minor courses, general education or elective courses, 

etc.) will count against the maximum terms of eligibility. Any grades/credit hours will be 

used to determine continued eligibility.  

 

2. The student has been notified of the continued eligibility requirements for scholarship 

renewal.   


